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To His' Ginke 


HENRY 


' Marqueſs and Earl of Worceſter, 


Earl of Glamorgan,Baron Herberp, 


AND 


Lord of | Chepſtow, R Ragland, and 


* 2 | Gower, 


My Lo nd, 

OW waſt muſt be the Ambition 
of an unknown and meer 7275 
lator to dare to hope from ſo 


great a PRINCE, his moſt Noble Pro- 


tection for ſo ſmall @ Trifle ? But he 
who enters not the Liſts, can never pre- 


tend to win the Race : This Attempt, 
A2 how 


* 


Iv The Dedication. 


how dar ling ſoever, had never been 
Mine, without a proportionable degree 
of Admiration for thoſe heroick Qua- 


lities conſpicuous in Jour Grace; 


thence Inſpir'd, my Preſumption may 
Hope to avoid Tour Frowns, tho the 
Performance prove not ſo Happy to 
meet Tour Smiles. | 


Ile following Adventures Firſt 


ſpoke their own mixt Italian, a Speech 
Corrupted, and now much in Uſe thro) 


all the Iſlands of the Mediterranean: 
From whence ſome Induſtrious French- 
man ſoon Tranſported the Piece into 
his own Country; and by giving it an 


Air and Habit, wherein the Foreign- 


er was almoſt loſt, ſeem'd to Natu- 
ralize it: A Friend of mine, that 


made the Campaign, met with it 


laſt Tear at Bruxels; and thus, a la 
Francois, put it into my Hands, with 
Deſire it might Viſit the Court of 


-Great Britain. 


That the unknown Tranſlator has 


preſum d to lay it at Tour Grace's Feet, 


pro 


The Dedication” v 
proceeds not only from a long and 
profound Veneration to Tour Grace's 
Family, and Tour Own Eminent Ver- 
tues, and fix'd Heroick Principles, 
but he fancy d ſo near a Reſemblance of 
Tours to the Young Prince inthe Prado, 
in the firſt Volume; and in the Conti- 
nuation of. His Character in the Second 
Volume, where Vertue and Aſtrea 
repair to the Toung Hero's Palace, 
that he thought in Juſtice it could 
belong to none but Jour Grace. 

Tf it be true, That a Reſemblance, 


tho never ſo much to our Diſadvan- 


tage, be ſaid to make us wiſh better to 
the Reſembler than to another, who 
carries nothing about him of the ſame 
Air and Features, we may hope thoſe 


favourable Sentiments will be no 


Strangers to Tour Graze's Breaſt ; 
which is a Repoſitory for all Things 
Great and Humane, for all Things 
Juſt and Noble. To ſpeak Jou but 
to half the Height of Tour Own Ele- 
vated Character, (to thoſe who have 
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vi © The Dedication. 
not the Honour to know You) would 


lool like the Daubings of Flattery; 


and to thoſe who are jo Bleſt, an At- 


Wiſe, or Honeſt, or Handſome : 
Tou will be better found in the Enco- 


miums Aſtrea gives in her Viſut to 
the Young Prince de Beaumont; 


thither I muſt refer my ſelf, and once 


more implore Jour Protection, and 


for ever Jour Pardon, for an Attempt 


7 ſo daring as is this of 


| My Lob, 
May it pleaſe your Grace, 
' Your Grace's 
Moſt profoundly Obedient | 


AND. 
Moſt Humble Servant. 
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tempt as utterly impoſſible, as it wow'd 
be to endeavonr to make all Mankind 
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NCE upon a Time, Affrea ( who 
| had long ſince abandon'd this World, 


and flown to her native Reſidence 


above) by a new-form'd Deſign, and a R- 


volution of Thought, was willing to re-vi- 


fir the Earth, to fee if Humankind were ſtil} 


as defective, as when ſhe, in a Diſguſt, for- 
ſook it, Her Deſcent was as ſoon perform- 
ed as thought upon; the European World 
being the moſt Fam'd above for Sciences, 
ſhe reſolved her Viſit ſhould be there. Ac- 
cordingly (by a little too ſtrong a Propenſi- 
on of one of the Winds that bore her) ſhe 
alighted upon the Cliffs of an Iſland, named 
Atalantis, ſituated in the Mediterranean Sea, 
Tho' her Deſign was rather for Rome, or the 
Metropolis of France, or Creat-Britain, Pla- 
ces renowned in the Court of Jupiter, for 
Hypocriſy, Politicks, Politeneſs, and Vanity. No 
ſooner did ſhe re-tread that Ground ſo long 
ſince abandon'd, but in a rapturous Solilo- 
gay, thus ſhe began. All hail, thou beau- 
tiful Product of the Eternal Mind ! How en- 
chantiug are thy Proſpects? How generous 
is the Earth? How charming her Fruits ? 
How flowing the Waters ? How cooling, 
how limpid the Streams? How refreſhing 
to the Taſte and Limbs of Mortals? How 
pleaſingly they wind, to make fruitful the 

Ag Neigh- 
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Neigbbouring Meads, thoſe graſſy Paſtures, 1 
the aſpiring ſhady Groves, and the whole | wh 
Boſom of the Terreſtrial Globe ? ; _ al 
But, Oh great Jupiter! who haſt thus i | 

_ richly endow'd Nature, the Offspring of thy ; me 
Power, fo ſuited it for Admiration and for TE! 
Uſe, ſo worthy of its Divine Original! | de 
To what a Race haſt thou delivered theſe the 
Enjoyments? How corrupt? How unwor- —-© Ha 
thy of Benefits ſo Sweet, and of Poſſeſſions thi 
ſo Raviſſing? ; | 
As ſhe was continuing theſe Exclamations, ab; 
there aroſe, Penfrve and Forlorn, a Beautiful | ha 
Perſon that fat near her, and who knowing ter 
the Divine Aſirea, ran with open Arms to th 
embrace, and call her Daughter. She won- S wil 
der d at the Raptures of the Stranger ; there- by 
fore, repelling her eager Careſſes, ſhe ſur- © © 
vey d her Form, to ſee if ſhe could recolle& w! 
who this dejected Beauty was. Her Habit | 
obſolete and torn, almoſt degenerated into j th) 
Tatters : But her Native Charms, that need- de 
ed not the help of Art, gave to Aſtreas re- M 
turning Remembrance, that it could be no Mn. 
other than her beautiful Mother Vertue. | gal 
But Oh! how deſpicable her Garments ! how NJ tin 
neglected her flowing Hair! how Languid her tt 
formerly animating Eyes! how Pale, how 5 
Withered the Roſes of her lovely Cheeks ble 
and Lips! how Uſeleſs her ſnowy Arms and fra 

| te Fingers! they hung in a melancho- | of 
y Decline, and ſeemed out of other Employh ? me 
ment, but ſometimes to ſupport the lead me 


of the dejected Fair One! Her Limbs ener- the 
_ vated iz 
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vated and ſupine, wanting of that Energy 
which ſhould bear her from a Solitude ſo 


affrighting ! 


When Afrea had recovered her Afﬀoniſh- 
ment, known and embraced her lovely Pa- 
rent, (for her Beauty being Divine, could 
degenerate no farther than a ſeeming /mpair) 
ſhe earneſtly enquired into her Change of 


Habit and Appearance? To whom Vertue 


thus anſwered. 

Vertue.] Aſtrea, Thou didſt chuſe well in 
abandoning a World unworthy of thee : 1 
had long ſince followed thee, if great Jupt- 
ter had not forbid my Flight ; perhaps leſt 


theſe Creatures of his Fancy, Clods of Earth, 


who, by his Command, were impregnated 
by Phæ bus, ſhould be entirely deſtitute, 


even of the Pretence of thoſe Ornaments 


which are called Vertue. 

Thee, they have not mourned for ſince 
thy Flight, but have conſtituted a falſe Ap- 
pearance in the Divine Aſtreas room, a 
Mock fort of Juſtice, whom they invoke 
upon every Occaſion, without any real re- 
gard to Right or Wrong. Me, they have 
thruſt out from Courts and Cities.. Cupid (our 
little Relation) for a long time allowed me 
a Refuge in the Heart of ſome of his no- 


bleſt Votaries, but even He is turned Apo- 
ſtate. Vhave no Sanctuary among the Lovers 


of this Age; the youngeſt Virgin, and the 
moſt ardent Youth, are contented to quote 
me only as a Name, ſomething Fine, that 
their Hiſtories indeed make mention of . 

A 5 a Thing 
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a Thing long ſince departed ; and which, at 


this Day, is not to be found among them. 
Innocence is baniſhed by the Firſt Dawn of 
early Knowledge ; Senſual Corruptions and ha- 
ſty Enjoyments affright me from their Habi- 
tation. They embelliſh not the Heart fo as 
to make it worthy of the God; but their 
whole Care is outward, and transferred to 
the Perſon. By a diabolical Way of Argu- 


ment they prove, the Body is only neceſſary to 
the Pleaſures of Enjoyment; that Love re- 
| Hides not in the Heart, but in the Face, and 


As certain of their own Poets have it, 


To an exact Perfection they have brought 
The Action Love, the Paſſun js tbe 


 Hymen no more officiates at their Marri- 


Ages, the Saffron Robe hangs neglected in the 


ardrobe, the Genial Torch is long ſince 
extinguiſhed ; the Glare only of a falſe Light 


appears; Intereſt is F in his room: 


preſides over the Feaſts, he joins their 


Hands, and conducts them to the Sacred Ce- 


remony of the Bed, with ſo much Indiffe- 
rency, that were not Conſummation a ne- 
ceſſary Article, the unloving Pair could, with 
the utmoſt Indifferency, repair to their ſe- 
veral Chambers. Gueſs then, my lovely 
Aſtrea, what muſt be the Off- ſpring of ſuch 
an Union ! How void of generous Fire, of 


that ſparkling Genius, the Product of No- 


ble Free-born Love. Hence it is, that the 
preſent Times are ſo defective of Heroes, and 
af ſome excel others, tis only like Trees 


planted 
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planted in the ſame Soil. Chance gives them 
the hei ght over their Companions, or, more 
properly ſpeaking, a dextrous Management 
of Vice : m_— and Diſſimul ation is ſure to 
carry a Man through, in whatever he under- 
takes. What Hope remains for ſo barren, 
ſo airy a Name as mine, of being ſo much 
as Countenanced by Mankind? Valour and 
Beauty, formerly my two neareſt Compani- 
ons, do not ſo much as remember they were 
ever acquainted with me. I no longer have 
Crowns and Garlands at my Diſpoſal, as 
in the Morning of the Creation, when 
Kingdoms and . were Merited, and 
Vertue made the Choice. 5 55 
Quite exploded from Gurts and Cities, I 
was reported to have refuged among the 
Villagers; but alas! they knew leſs of me 


there, than in the Cabinets of Princes. For 


Mortals being by Nature, as well as Cuſtom, 
corrupt; the Leſſons of Philoſophy and Hu- 
manity only, refine and fit them for the Stu- 
dy of Vertue; a generous Education illumi- 
nates the Clod- born Birth, without which, 
Man is the greateſt Brute of the Creation 
the ruſtick Soul looks out in Native g- 
norance, Cruelty, Avarice, Diſtruſt, Fraud, 
Revenge, Ingratitude, Self-Intereſt ; and the 
whole ignoble Train, that fly before the 
Dawn of Knowledge, and the Swceetneſs f 
Science. Thus may I well (neglected as 1 
am) appear Diſconſolate, Abandon'd, fly- 
ing to the utmoſt Verge, to bewail my Mis- 
fortunes in theſe ſolitary Cliffs, talking of 
my 
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my Woes to the ſonorous Waves, which by 
the reſounding of the Rocks, eccho to my 
Wailings, and ſometimes out-beat the re- 
membrance of my Miſeries. But you, my 


lovely Afrea, that are not condemn d, like 


me, to Wander, exploded and alone; What 
again has brought you to the Commerce of 
this deſpicable Race ? | 


A ſtrea.] You know the Lunary World, tho 


inferior to this in many Things, yet are Pro- 


feſſors of the ſame Manners; and are, in 


ſhort, a Twin-Creation. There was an Em- 
peror, who gave Life to a Daughter, born 
a Maſter- piece of Nature, for Beauty, Ver- 
tue, and Sorrow. She was Married to a neigh- 
Houring Prince, who had more Ambition 
than Succeſs : Puff'd up with the vain Hopes 
and Pride of his new Father's Empire, he 


thought nothing too Great for him to At- 


tempt ; he put on the Royal Diadem, and 
call'd himſelf King of a People who were 
Oppreſs'd, and held in Slayery by a Nation 
more Mighty than themſelves. The Con- 


' ſequence of it was, his being forſaken, firſt 


by his Imperial Father-inlaw, then by all 


his inferior Allies : He not only loſt his new- 


aſſum d Sovereignty, but his own Heredita- 


ry Principality. The Queen, his Wife, a 


Miracle of Suffering Goodneſs, wander'd 
w:th her wretched Children from Territory 
to Territory; and at length, refug'd in the 
Court where ſhe was Born. How often and 


How tenderly did this unhappyQueen invoke 


my Name? How did ſhe appeal to 7uſtice, 


whether 
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whether ſhe deſerv'd thoſe Miſeries ſhe ſuf- 
fer d? How vainly did her Cries, her Tears 


.and Beauty, excite her Country-Men to Arm 


in her Husband's Defence, and to Re-ſeat 
him in his native Rights? Thoſe whom ſhe 
implor'd, were deaf às Rage or Winds, It 
would indeed, have been Matter of ſplene- 
tick Laughter to Momus, as well as Wonder, 
if the 8 had ſucceeded, and that Peo- 

ple void of Religion, open Debauchees, Blaſ- 
phemers of Great Jupiter, and all the Gods, 


b at Uſarers, thould have Armd in 


the Defence of Vertue, with which they 
had no Acquaintance ; it was not to be ex- 
pected from them, and therefore my Vo- 
tary was to ſink under the Burthen of her 
Woes, hopeleſs of Redreſs. My Heart melted 
at the Complainings of this beauteous and 
upright Princeſs. I haſtned to the height 
of Oympus, where Great Fove holds his aw- 
ful Reſidence ; Neither the Splendor of his 
Palace, nor the glorious Brightneſs of his 
own Divinity, ſuſpended in me, tho? for a 
Moment, the Deſire 1 had of redreſſing the 
Injur'd. I repreſented to Great Jupiter, the 
Wrongs that were wrought in his Lunary 
World. The Father of Gods and Men, ſee- 
ing me ſo nearly concern'd, receiv'd me to 
his Ambroſial Arms, wiped off thoſe Tears 
which Anguiſh had wrung from me, and 
bad me be Comforted ; That the good 
Queen ſhould receive a double Portion of 
Bliſs hereafter in the happy Regions, when 
her Years of Wandring were Os ah 3 

at 
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That ſhe was not Puniſh'd for her proper 
Crimes, but her Husband's Ambition, and 


her Father's Supineneſs; That, ſince her 


own Country had refus'd to Arm in her 
Defence, Bellona, and the avenging Furies, 
Fear and Death, ſhould take up their Reſi- 


_ dence among them, until a Prince deſcended 
from the Beautifulleſt of her Daughters, 
ſhould obtain the Sovereignty over em; 


mean while Poverty and Captivity ſhould 
prove the Lot of many, yet Pride and Luxu- 
ry be abated in none; That they ſhould La- 
bour with endleſs Toil to cultivate the Earth, 
and garher the Fruits ſhe gave, and ſhould 
compaſs their Lunary Globe for Gain, thro' 
the uncertain dangerous Ocean, yet find all 


the Profit laviſh'd away in War, in hopes 


to ſave themſelves from deftrattive Violence; 


2 Terror of Storms and Pirates ſhould 
e 


to the Merchants and Mariners; of Capti- 
vity and Death to the Soldier, the Decline of 
Power in the Stateſman, ever trembling to 
deſcend a Height where they can ſcarce main- 
tain themſelves from precipitately falling. 
The Debauches in the Young with Wine 
and Love, in the Old of Fhpocriſy, Avarice, 
and Gmelty, ſhould, like inceſſant Plagues, 
haunt their aking Thoughts; till the young 
Prince aſcended, to put an End to their 
Sufferings with their Vices, by his own 
bright Example, leading 'em all into the 


glorious Path of Vertue and Renown, from 


whence they ſhould begin to date their e/£74 
of being a happy People. 


By 


dd — 
2 g YE: ©» - "0 ER. "IT 
8 Brenda, 
5 


4 
7 


Vor. I. The New Atalantis. 15 


By this Sentence of Jupiters, I grew well 


acquainted, that I was impotent of Power 


to aſſiſt the Suffering Queen; ſhe dy'd in 
Exile; but the young Prince, deſcended 


from her, Born indeed with rpg In- 


clinations, is in danger of Suffering under 
the greateſt of Misfortunes, the want of roy- 
al Education; tho' Neceſſity be thought 
to be the beſt Inſtructor, eſpecially to Princes 
(who, in a flowing Fortune, are continually. 
ſeduc'd, from without by Flatterers, from 
within by their own Pride ariſing from the 
hourly Homage of all about them); yet it 
is too apt to cramp the Soul, and equal the 
Sentiments of a Perſon to his Fortune. To 
avoid either of theſe Extremes (in Grati- 
tude to the Queen, who was ſo true a Vo- 
tary to me) 1 have refolv'd to be my ſelf 
his Guide in Difficulties, his Leader to Re- 
nown and Glory, his Guard in War, his Aſſi- 
ſtant in Peace. My Aim is to make him 
Deſerving of being Great, as well as to be 
So ; and of the Two, rather to be Good 
than Mighty. I would fit him for all 
that Grandour which the Deſtinies have 
allotted him. I will have him Merit 
the Empire over Mankind; not alone 
Fam'd for Brutal Courage, as was 
Alexander; for Subtilty and Wiſdom as 


Ceſar ; for being Invincible as Achilles; 


Fortunate as the moſt Fortunate ; but theſe, 
and all other graceful Particulars, ſhall be 
united in his Breaſt; ſuch as may truly com- 
pleat a Heroe fond of his People's ood, 
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and both in War and Peace, Cautious of 


their 3 wiſely Expenſive of his Own. 


In the Task I have undertaken, I have 
thought it neceſſary to Viſit this lower 
Globe, where all the Arts and. Vertues are 
profeſs'd with more Oſtentation, than in 
the Lunary ; with my own Eyes to ſee the 
Change of Manners, that I may the better 
regulate his. I will go to the Courts, where 
Juſtice is profeſs'd, to view thoſe Magiſ- 
trates, who preſume to hold the Scales in my 
Name, to ſee how remote their Profeſſion is 
from their Practice; thence to the Courts 
and Cabinets of Princes to mark their Ca- 


bal and Diſingenuity; to the Aſſemblies and 


Alcoves of the Young and Fair, to diſco- 
ver their Diſorders, and the * of their 
Temptations ; the better to teach my young 
Prince how to avoid Them, and accompliſh 
Himſelf. 

Vertue.] The Deſign is Noble, and wor- 
thy Him you intend your exalted Favourite; 
but alas! What can you do? You may in- 
deed Preach to him to avoid Vice, but then 
you muſt teach him to avoid Mankind : All 
are Corrupt : And you will, by this Viſit, 
only furniſh your ſelf with Matter of Com- 
plaint to Jupiter, from ocular Proof; when 
you have ſeen how abandon'd they are, it 
will excite your Kage and Deſire utterly to 
deſtroy the Race, Your Cries, the Cries of 
Juſtice, extorted by conſcious Reſentment 
will, of Neceſſity, attack the greateſt of al 


the Gods, eyen in his moſt innermoſt Re- 


treat, 
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2 ed Mortals with the Duſt they were Origi- 
nally taken from; ſo to anniſfilate their 
very Being, who dare thus contemptuouſly 
to Breathe in Defiance of all the Vertues; 
and fraught with Vice, fly full in the Face 


leſt Juſtice, too highly provok'd by thoſe 


„ 
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— 
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treat, and force him to blend theſe wretch- 


of the very Power that Form'd em, obey- 
ing none of the Precepts of their Wiſe 
Creator. Nay, in their proud, vain Hearts, 
daring to queſtion, if they and their World 
had an Original; or from all Eternity were 
not independent of, or co-equal with Om- 
nipotence ? | | 
Aſtrea. I eaſily believe what you ſay, ad- 
mirable Mother ! but becauſe out of Mul- 
titudes of Evil ſtill ſome Good may be ex- 
tracted, if you pleaſe to favour me with 
your Company, I will proceed in my in- 
tended Purpoſe. 
Vertue.] Alas, Vertue will bluſh, and hang 
the Head, offended and aſham'd at the Pol. 
lations of Mankind. Go on to the Capi- 
tal, tis called Angela; I will expect your 
1 K upon the Brow of yon aſpiring 
iff, 
Aſtrea. ] Mercy ever dwells with Vertue: 
Your Interceſſion may be neceſlary, (beſides 
the ineffable Charms of your Converſation) 


audacious Objects we may encounter, and, 
without waiting for the Sentence of Jupiter, 
be tempted to Puniſh, as well as Condemn; 
we will make us Garments of the ambient 
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Air, and be Inviſible, or otherways, as we 


ſhall ſee cqnvenient. 


Vertue. ] Tis hard to deny 'a Perſon ſo 


Amiable. See, my dear Aſtrea, here is a 
Boat that belongs to Fiſhermen, the Sea 
falls at a little diſtance into a pleaſant River, 
twelve Leagues in length, it will ſhorten 
our Paſſage ; let us go aboard, and commit 
our ſelves to the Protection of the Gods. 
Aſtrea.] 1 cannot enough admire the In- 


genuity of Mortals ; the Art of Naviga- [ 


tion is ſuperior to all others: How early 
muſt they inure themſelves to Hardſhips, con- 


_ tempt of Heat and Cold, Hunger, Thirſt ? In- 


trepid in the midſt of the moſt aſtoniſhing 
Dangers, when both the Winds and Seas 


are at War! Sheets of Lightning deſcend- 
ing! The Moon obſcur'd ! The Stars, as it 
were, extinguiſh'd! The rattling Thunder 


bellowing throughout the Heavens! All 
Things full of - and Deſpair ! The 
dangerous Rocks, and devouring Sands ready 
to daſh and to receive em! Yet Cuſtom 
has render'd even thoſe Evils familiar to 
em. 

Vertue.] And wou'd you believe, that even 
in the very Moment of Deſtruction, when 
their Veſſel] ſtrikes, and the rouling Waves 
ruſh greedily to deyour 'em, their very 
Prayers are mingled with Blaſphemies ! A 
new · invented Vice, ſince you abandon'd the 
Earth: They invoke the Name of Fupiter, 
and all the Gods, with Horror ; calling on 
him, at every trifling Moment, to de we 

wo an 


< 


* 
* - 2 Pr £06 
„** 


: 5 1 A or I - at Y 
22 436 rl 33 bs; _— 2 3 2 - 2 
par, abs Mas Ne 5 * 


N 


6 


Vol. I. The New Atalantis. 


and reprobate 'em to Eternity ! You will 


19 


have too many Inſtances of this, in viewing 
the Diſorders of that Naval Preparation 
juſt before us. How 2 they Plough 
the Waves ? See! Can any Thing be more 
Magnificent? There are T hree-hundred Ships 
of Burthen ; ſome for Defence, and others 
for Traffick : But even the Merchant is not 
without her Beauty; the Poop and Stern 


glitter with Gold; the waving Streamers, 


and other imitated Ornaments, give us ſcarce- 
ly, but by her Bulk and Number of Men 
_ Guns, to diſtinguiſh her from a Ship of 
are e 
Aſtrea.] O, my dear Mother! Can there be 
a Sight more Beautiful? They all ſeem to be 
in a vaſt Hurry: What are they doing? Of 
what Uſe is ſo much Linnen, faſtned with 
Cords, that trembles in the Wind, and is 
but with ſtruggling made obedient to the 
Hand ? | 
Vertue.] To ſpeak in Terms proper to 
the Sea, there's juſt ſprung a favourable 
Gale, for they have lain Windbound a con- 
ſiderable Time; let us go Aboard the Ad- 
mira}, ſhe ſeems the Sovereign of the Seas. 
The Linnen which you enquire after, ate 
Sails; they ſpread their whiten'd Canvaſs 
before the Wind, which fill'd with an au- 
ſpicious Gale, carries em ſwift, almoſt as 
magination, to their deſir d Port; and, for 
Expedition, far exceeds any other mortal In- 
vention of Journeying. BS 


Aſtrea.] 
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Aſtrea.] O, my dear Mother! JI am ready 
to burſt at the Pride and Oppreſſion of Mor- 
tals; at their Riots and 8 Never 
will I go aboard another Fleet: There is no 
manner of Entertainment there for us ; I am 
glad we are got on Shore, and releaſed from 
their Diſorders. Good Heaven! How Beau- 
tiful in Proſpect, how Deteſtable in Exami- 
nation, is that gaudy, guilded, magnificent 
| Proſpect of a Fleet? 9 Proud, how 
Luxurious the Commanders? How Diſſo- 
lute, blaſphemous and ſervile are the Crew? 
They bow lower to their Superiors, than 
ever they did to Heaven; whilſt thoſe Elate 
and Haughty, as if formed of a peculiar 
Mould, look down with Contempt upon the 
fawning Company of Curs beneath em. 
Vertue.] And which is yet more wonder- 
ful, ſome of the Proudeſt, and yet Braveſt 
of theſe Commanders, were, one Day, Mean 


as the Meaneſt of the Crew, couching be- 


neath the Burthen; yet, when once advanc'd, 


none more forward in impoſing it upon o- 


thers. Did you Notice the Old Seignior, 
ſtretch'd at his Length upon the Crimſon- 
Damask Couch? That Youth: he feem'd 
ſo fond of, was no other than a Woman ſo 
diſguis'd. He was once in an Engagement 
with the Enemy, the young Creature's Fears, 
amidſt the Roaring of 8 the Cries 
of the Wounded, the Exultings of the Vi- 
Cors, diſorder'd her into Fits. The Admi- 
ral, careleſs of Glory, or the Preſeryation of 
that Renown he formerly had acquired, for- 
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| 'F getful of his Nation's Intereſt, that was in- 
Mor- 
Never 


truſted into Hands ſo r forbid em to 


nemies Wipe, and ſuffered em to make off 


N with the 


eputation of Victory, only to 
quiet the Fears of a Miſtreſs beloved: How 


unpardonable was this Dotage? What had 
Venus to do amidſt the rough Embraces of 
Bellbna? She may indeed have a Pretence, 
alter the Toil of Battle, the Fatigue of Fight, 
to congratulate the Deliverer, and Applaud 
the Performance of her Warrior; to diſrobe 
him of his cumberſome, defenſive and offen- 
five Ornaments, to ſweeten all the Pains of 
Mars, by the Recompence of her Smiles ; 
to lead him covered with Slaughter, Duſt 


and Deſtruction, into the prepared Bath! 


but in the midſt of Danger, there is no Bu- 
ſineſs for her. | 1 


The next eminent Commander that we 


ſaw, is a great Benefactor to the Ladies in the 


Marine Towns; he perpetually entertains 


them with Balls and Collations, as far as 


his Credit will ſtretch, tho' to the Expence 


of the Believing Tradeſman, who may 


wait long enough, if he but wait 'till his 


Bills come in courſe to be 1 Theſe 


Diſorders are generally the Entertainment 
of the Night, when the Old and the Wiſe 


are retired to that Repoſe which they be- 
lieve no Diverſion can een the Loſs 


of; mean Time the Virgin- Daughters are 


b left an eaſy Conqueſt to the Flattery _ | 
A | * N 1 
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Vigour of theſe young Neptune s, eager as 
hungry Hawks upon their Prey, they im- 
Prove the coming Moments. Our young 

8 more Inconſtant than the Ele- 
ment o'er which he preſides, makes every ' 
one of theſe guilty Meetings ſubſervient 
to the gratifying a freſh eee The 
deſtin d Damoſel, at the breaking up of the 
Aſſembly, is conducted by him to the Place 
of her own Abode; he is all the while pro- 
teſting his never-dying Paſſion, ſlips in, 
and goes up to her Chamber with her, She 
dares make no Noiſe, for fear of awaking 
her Parents: He improves the Hint, takes 
Advantage of the ſilent Opportunity, ſwears 
hel Marry her; which the credulous Fair 
eaſily believes, becauſe he has already two 
Wives, and does not know but he may as 
well have IToleration to increaſe them to 
two Hundred; and, without more Difficul- 
ty, is robb'd of her Honour, and Reputati- 
on of Honour. 

That very handſome Commander that we 
viſited next, has lately taken a Girl from 
the Opera: She it was that ſat upon the 
Eminence, on his Right Hand, tho' there is 
none in the Company, but what were 
more Beautiful than ſne. e has been what 

mis Age calls it, A Fortunate Man among 

the Ladies: They tell a great many pleaſant 

Stories of him; Pleaſant I mean to the Ears 

of the Vicious. Whoever ſhould ſee him, 

as we did, in his Marine-room of State, all 

diflolyed in Luxury; Would they ans be- 
EE, Az : lev © 
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ger as lieve, that this Mortal ought every Hour 
y im- to be apprehenſive of his Fate, becauſe 
young he is every Hour in danger of being ſum- 
ie Ele- moned to paſs in Charon's Veſſel, initead of 
every riding Triumphant in his own? Did you 
rwient Mark what Profuſeneſs in Eating; how his 
The Table abounded in what was Nice as well 
of the as Neceſſary ; the extream Delicateneſs of 
Place his own Taſte, and the affected One of his 
e pro- Concubine's; the Debauch of the Glaſs af- 
bs in, ter Dinner; the Variety of rich Wines, and 
f. She | heightning Cordials; the double Entenders 
aking of their Converſation, where ſcarce good 
takes | Manners, or the ſacred Reſpe& due to our 
ſwears _ Sex, was preſerved ? But theſe are Creatures 
s Fair 5 that, with the real Loſs of their Modeſty, 
y two have abandon'd the very Apporance of it, 
"ay as | and are never ſo well pleaſed, as when in 
m to their Diſcourſe and Debauch, they confound 
ifficul- Diſtinctions, and leave it only to their Drefs 
Dutatl= to beſpeak the Sex; the obſcure Sports that 
© ſucceeded, were but an accumulation of a 
at we riotous Life. Thus waſting the ebbing 
from Sand! thus provoking Death] thus ſhaking 
n the the haſty Hour-Glaſs! neither taught to 
ere is reflect by Tempeſts or Thunder, by Cannon 
were or Deſtruction! to prepare themſelves for 
1what that dreadful Alteration, that Antipathy to 
mong Nature. You have not heard, among thoſe 
eaſant Ten Thouſand Mariners, the Name of Su- 
e Ears piter, but to Blaſpheme it! He is only in- 
him, vokd as a Witneſs to their Millions of 
e, all Untruths and Vanities! How. they depre- 
ily be- 


1 


2 cate and devote themſelves, without Re- 
1 ee | morſe, 


„ 


decides it. Did you Mar 
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morſe, to eternal Deſtruction? If great Fove |” 


be Juſt; if yet he have Attention for the 
Affairs of 


never-ending Deſtruction? How can they 

extenuate a Puniſhment themſelves have 

Invok'd. | „ 
Aſtrea.] With regret I beheld, That they 


made no Offerings to Jupiter? evn Neptune 
is neglected by them. Bacchus and Venus 


(in their moſt criminal Rites) are the only 
Deities that they Reverence. It is my 
Wonder that the Waves do not immediate- 
ly ſwallow them alive! or that their Ene- 


mies do not perpetually vanquiſh them in 
Battle! | 


Pertue.] Human Nature is univerſally 
Corrupted : Thoſe that fight __ them, 


are as wicked as themſelves: There is no 


ſort of Juſtice in giving either the Pre- 


eminence, and therefore * Chance 

„throughout the 
whole Fleet (after their exorbitant Dinners 
were paſt) how they endeavonrd to waſte 
the Time, not in improving Converſation, 
reading meritorious Authors, the learned 
Sciences, even their own Mathematicks, or 
any other Entertainment that may betrer 
their Lives, or Philoſophy and Humanity 
to ſoften the rigidneſs of a ſtern, crue] Edu- 


cation, to enable em to bear the Fatigues 


and Dangets of their Fmployment ! The 
Glaſs only goes about, which makes em 


Noiſy, Vain-glorious, Boaſting, Severe, 


Un 


ortals; Will he not take them 
at their Word? Will he not hurl them into 
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* Unmerciful ; which generally proves the 
* Time for Puniſhing the Wretches beneath 
em- 


this deteſtable Round of Wickedneſs, they 


Dice and Cards have their Turn. In 
wear away their Lives; omitting no Op- 
portunity of defrauding the Seamen who 
labour inceſſantly for a ſorry Subſi ſtence. 
They adulterate even their Pulſe and Water, 
deputing Damag'd in the Place of Good, 
which they can have at lower Prices : Pro- 
vided their Coffers are but repleniſh'd, they 
care not what they endure, The Diſeaſes that, 
thro' unwholſome Food, are contracted ; the 
Enervating of their Youth and Vigour; and 
a Thouſand other Inconveniences which. 
ariſe from it · Then they are Eminent in 
nothing more, than in defrauding them of 
the ſweet Enjoyment and Fruit of their La- 
bour. When, by the undaunted Courage 
of the Mariners, their Contempt of Death, 
and warrantable Deſire to better their wretch- 
ed Condition of Life, they Attack a rich 
Prize, and Take it; tho all ought to have 
an equal Share in what they have equall 
Purchas'd at the Expence of their Blood: 
the Commanders appropriate the Benefit as 
well as the Glory. The Wretches dare not 
murmur, for fear of that Diſcipline which 


was firſt defign'd and term'd Martial, but is 


fince degenerated, as the wild Fancy of the 
cruel Man in Power ſuggeſts. 


| rea.) But what Remedy is there, to all 
al Evils 2 EI RE 
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Vertue.] If ſome great good Man ſhould 
Rand up, and fearleſly regulate theſe Diſ- 
orders (as it is reported there is now ſuch a 
one at their Head); if Corruptions were 
not Above, theſe Inconveniences would not 
be Below. Did only Service and true Me- 
rit, recommend to Office; were not Bribe- 
Ty, and the Sollicitations of Friends, pre- 
fer'd to Duty and Worth ; were ſevere Pe- 
nalties inflicted upon theſe Blaſphemers (the 


Commanders themſelves firſt deſiſting from 


the Uſe); were Dice, Cards, and an exor- 
bitant Love of Wine, and the hotter Li- 
quors Tax d; were faithful Commiſſioners 
porter to inſpect the Proviſion of the 

avy ; were Matter of lawful Complaint 
made Free to the meaneſt Seamen, provided 
(upon Pain of exemplary Puniſhment) he 
advance nothing but the Truth ; were it 
made Capital to take a Bribe in the Service 
of their Country: The Regulation might 
de made eaſie, if the Leading Men and Com- 
manders gave them but Examples of Sobrie- 
ty, Juſtice, and Morality : But all is nothing 
but Oaths, Drunkenneſs, burning Luſt, 
Riots, Avarice, Cruelty, and Diſorder ; 


They have got the better of a bad Reputa- 
tion, and do not ſo much as care to Diſ- 


ſemble a Good. Hypocriſy is indeed baniſh'd 


far from them: Vice, with her many-head- 


ed Train, bare-faced and open, fits En- 
throned, as in her proper Sphere: Nay, ſo 
eat a propenſion have the meaneſt of the 


Crew, ſo educated in harden d Folly, that 


there's 
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there's not a Wretch of them, tho' for three 
Years he has gone Tatter d and almoft 
Naked, not knowing the Uſe of, or Bene- 
fit of Money ; but when he receives his 
Pay, ſhall never ſtir from the Cabaret (with 
a Gang of diſſolute Flatterers, and lewd 
Women about him) till the laſt Denier be 
expended. . > 

Vertue. ] See, my dear Aſtrea, as we ap- 
proach the Capital, how buſie Intelligence 
appears, like a Courtier new in Office! ſhe 
buſtles up and down, and hasa World of 
Buſineſs upon her Hands: She is fir Lady 
of the Bed-chamber to Princeſs Fame ; her 
Garments are all Hieroghphicks ; we'll ſtop 
her as ſhe goes by : But were we not inviſible 
to her, ſhe would not put us to the trouble, 
nor paſs us without either, a good or bad 
Report, or poſſibly a Medium; and that 
would be the greateſt Favour we could ex- 
pect, next to Truth, which ſhe is but rarely 
concern d with. Pray, Madam, may two 
Strangers of your own Sex, make ſo bold 
with your Ladyſhip, as to enquire what 
great Affair ſits ſo buſie on your Face? and 

whether you can't afford a few Moments of 
your precious Time, to inform Foreigners 
45 wy Temper, Genius, and Hiſtory of this 
and. | 
Intell. J. You have hit, Ladies, upon my 
very Bulineſs: I entertain Strangers wit 
| eateſt At- 
y is generally New to 
Foreigners, when they firſt appear in a 
B 2 firange 
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ſtrange Court. My Name is Inte/igence : 
1am Groom of the Stole to that omnipotent 
Princeſs Fame, of whom all the Monarchs 
on the Eatth ſtand in Awe. I would not 
fail to oblige your Curioſity, were I not 


engagld in a very preſſing Affair. To be 


ſhort, between Friends, the King of this 


Iſland is juſt dead: Tis yet a mighty Se- 


cret, but I muſt make what haſte I can to 
divulge it. I have already been at the new 
Empreſs's Court, and left her to condole 
with her She-Favourite, over ſparkling Cham- 


7 So that you find 'tis not in my 
ower, at this time to oblige you. But if 


you pleaſe, Ladies, to let me know where 

you lodge, I'll not fail to wait upon you, 

as ſoon as this Buſineſs is patch d. 
Vertue.] Leave the Care of that to your 


Emiſſaries; a Power more Mighty than 


your own, controuls you at this time, you 
ſhall walk inviſible with us; in the Name 
of Jupiter we Arreſt you to attend upon 
Juſtice and Vertue. You' are to inform us 
of all we ſhall demand, and Truth is ſum- 
mon'd to attend you on this Occaſion. 
Intell.] Having firſt (as I ought) paid my 
Duty and Obeyſance to two ſuch 18 Po- 


a 


Ladies, a ſhort Abſence of ſix Moments, an 


then Iwill return Full and Proud of my 
Deſires to ſerve you. 


Vertue.] You are uneaſie till you have 
divulg'd our Secret ; but for once we will 
exenſc the Honour you deſign'd vs, and are 
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contented to paſs unknown and unregarded 
among the Croud of Mortals. - 
Tntell.] Your Mightineſs has indeed, gueſs d 
at my Thoughts; I would in a Moment 
have diſpatch'd your Affair, by a ſhort 
Whiſper in the Ears of Fame ; the Honour 
of being let into ſo weighty a Secret fits 
Heavy upon me, till I have disburthen'd 
my ſelf; Beſides, it is my Duty faithfully to 
report to her, whatever is New, or of any 
ſeeming Importance. | 
Vertue.] We diſpenſe you from it at this 
time. But pray, Madam, how comes it that 
a Perſon of your Conſequence, finds Em- 
2 at above three Leagues diſtance 


from the Metropolis? 


Intell.] This is a Villa of the defunct Mo- 
narch's; let us ſtrike down that Walk, and 
it brings us to the Palace, where all either 
are, or ought to be, in Tears, to ſee him 
lie dead among them. That Chariot bringg 
rowling on, the young Count Cornus: Hig 
Father was Maſter of the Horſe to the King, 
and the moſt accompliſh'd of all the Fo 
reigners. The young Gentleman, this Morne 
ing, upon the Death of his Maſter (whom 
he unfeignedly loved) fell into Fits, beat 
his Breaſt, tore his Shirt, and laid about 


him ſo handſomely in his Agony, that hig 


Linnen appears all bloody. They are car- 
rying him to the City: He ſeems not to have 
recover d his Senſes : A Servant ſupports him 
(from ſinking) in the Chariot. There is a 
Tincture of your Lay : ſomeſmall _ 
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of Vertue in the Compoſition of this-young 
Count; but Time, and the Air of the 
Court, may ſpeedily deface it. - 
Aſtrea.] Who is that graceful Perſon that 
appears 755 the high Loll in his Chariot 
and ſix Horſes? They ſeem to cut the Air 


with the Swiftneſs of their Motion, ſcarce 


to touch the Ground beneath, like flying 


Clouds, Venus's Doves, or Juno s Peacocks. 


There's ſomething of a ſolemn ſoy ſits up- 
on his Face, which flaſhes out, notwithſtand- 
ing his Endeavours to the contrary .,. | 
Intell.] That Gentleman is a Hiſtory, a 
Minion of Fortune] If your Ladyh:;ps pl 


Viſta, before we afcend the Palace, I will, 
in as few Words as poſſible, ſatisfy your Cu- 
rioſity. His Name is Count Fortunatus, 
ais d by the concurrent Favour of two Mo- 
narchs, his own and his Siſter's Charms, from 
2 meer Gentleman to that Dignity : He 
is poſting now to Congratulate the new 
Empreſs, who out-ſtrips her Predeceſſors in 
Efteem of him: His Wife is her She-Fa- 
vourite: All will be manag'd in the new 


Rei n by their Advice. Big with the com- 
ing Hopes of being at the Head of the Em- 


pire, you ca'nt blame him, if ſome of that 
abundant ſoy that fills his Breaſt, ſparkles 
from his Eyes, and brightens o'er his Face. 
Vertue,] I never heard of him before. Alas! 
What Pity 'tis, that a Perſon of his grace- 
ful Appearance, ſhould make no Applieation 
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to repoſe your ſelyes at the End of this 
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31 
Intell.] Fortune has been his Deity, and 


entirely propitious to him. When he was 


at the Age of Sixteen, his Friends, out of 
their narrow Fortune, with much ado, 2 
chaſed him a Standard in one of the eſtab- 
liſh'd Regiments of Foot-Guards : His Mo- 
ther's Siſter was Surintendant of the Family 
of the Dutcheſs de L' Inconſta at, Szltana 
Miſtreſs to Sigiſmund the Second. The 
Youth us'd to make Collation, and fill 
his Belly with Sweet-meats with his Aunt. 
The Ducheſs came one Day unexpectedly 


down the Back-Stairs to take Chair, and 


found em together: He had flip d away 
for fear of Anger, but not ſo ſpeedily but 
ſhe got a glimpſe of his graceful Perſon. 
She ask d who he was? And being anſwer'd, 
Caus'd him to be call d; and all full of na- 
tive Love and high Deſire, for an Object 
ſo entirelynew and charming, bid him attend, 
her after the King's Couchee, who that Night 
was to lie on his own ſide. The Governeſs, 
knowing the Ducheſs's amorous Star, was 


tranſported at the happy Introduction of 


her Nephew, not doubting but he was de- 
ſign d for her peculiar Pleaſures; ſhe caus d 
him to bathe in the Ducheſs's Bathing- 
Room ; Perfumes being then much worn 
by People of Condition, ſhe procur'd him 
the Richeſt ; ſcented his fine 8 and 


all ſweet and charming as an Adonis, in- | 
troduc'd him to the Bed- ſide of the expect- 
ing Venus. 


The 


WöPoſt ſo advantagious, that even the Dutcheſs 
ber ſelf might not be able to hurt him, 
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The Dutcheſs was enchanted with the Plea- - 
ſures of her new and innocent Lover: A 11 
Lover whom fhe had made ſuch; and who 
firſt Sigh'd and Felt, in Favour of her, thoſe 
_ amiable Diſorders and tranſporting Joys, 
that attend the Poſſeſſion of early Love: 
She preſented him with an unlimited Boun- © 
ty. The lovely Yonth knew punQually how 
to improve thoſe. firft and precious Mo- 
ments of good Fortune, whilſt yet the Gloſs 
of Novelty remain d; whilſt Deſire was un- 
ſated, and Love in the high Spring- Tide of 
full Delight: Having an early Forecaſt; a 
Chain of Thought, unuſual at his Vears; 
a Length of View before him; not born a 
Slave to Love, ſo as to reckon the Poſſeſſi- 
on of the charming ſt Woman of the Court, 
as the Zenith of his Fortune; but rather 
as the firſt auſpicious ruddy Srreaks of an 
early Morning, an Earneſt to the Meridian 
of the brighteſt Day. He bethought himſelf 
of eſtabliſhing his Fortune at Court, in a 


ſhould ſhe (as ſhe had often done before) 
change her Inclination. Sigiſmund the Se- 
cond was then on the Throne, a Prince de- 
voted to Pleaſures, but he was Child leſs; 
and the Eyes, tho' not the Hearts of the 
Hand, were caſt upon his Brother, the Prince 
of Tameran. He had had ſeveral Children, 
but only Two ſurviv d, and they Daughters; 
the Eldeſt was marry d, for Reaſons of Re- 
ligion, to a neighbouring Prince. But as it 
38 | | is 
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is not their Hiſtory that I am now deſign- 
ing, Iwill only tell you that of the Count, 


The Dutcheſs gave Six thouſand Crowns 
fer a Place in t Prince's Bed- chamber for 
him; and, by her Fayour with the King, 
” procur'd him a Riſe in the Army: She cal- 
led about her own Perſon, his fair and for- 
© tunate Siſter. But his Ambition would not 
reſt there; he never left interceeding with 
the Dutcheſs, nor the Dutcheſs with Sigiſ- 
mund, till ſhe was received into the 


Tide Toe 5 Number of the Maids that attended the 
caſts a 1 Princeſs of Tameran; when, by an over- 
Years; + plus of Fortune, the Prince caſt his Eyes 
Dorn a upon her, ſo much to her Advantage, that 
oſſeſſi- the became his Miſtreſs confeſs'd, and had 
Court, ſeveral Children by him. So great an In- 
rather 9 dulgence for the Brother, accompanied his 
of an Paſſion for the Siſter, that he either found ; 
ridian * or fancied Merit in him, ſuperior to all the 
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Court; gave him a conſiderable Command 
in the Army, and calbd him into the Nobi- 
lity. Returning from an Expedition he had 
made by Sea, the Ship wherein the Prince 
was, ſtruck upon a dangerous Sand: It was 
inevitable Death to all but thoſe who could 
ſave themſelves in the Long-Boat. The 

Ae of Royalty is ſuch, even in the Breaſts 
of the Vulgar, that the ignoble Crew wil- 
lingly devoted themſelves to the Sea-green 
> Detty, to ſecure the Life of their Maſter. 

Not one of them preſs'd forward to ſecure 

2 themſelves, by entring the Boat; but One 
and All calling upon. the Royal Brother, 
bs > 


Tonſtitution. | 

No ſooner was the Prince ſeated, but he 
tenderly called for his dear Count, and 
commanded that not one, upon Pain of im- 
mediate Death from his own Hand, ſhould 
dare to come down till he was placed by 
him. How tenderly he embrac'd him! I 
knew not, my faithful Friend, ſaid the 


Prince, how dear you were to me,*til] this 


ugly Proſpect of loſing you! How many 
have I diſobliged by the open Preference 
my Heart forced me to, for your Advan- 


| "yp ? Could Lite have been valuable to me, 
v 


en you were out of it! I never loved 
any ſo tenderly as you, nor you ſo much as 
now! What can a Creature (owing all to 


His great Maſter) return for ſuch an ineſti- 


mable Diſtinction! anſwered the Count, 
Happily bleſt in your exalted Favour | Un- 
happy in deſpairing ever to have an Op- 


poxtunity of thewing the leaſt Grain of my 


abun- 
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35 
abundant Gratitude ! Since when I have re- 
turned you-all, even to my Life, it is but 
what was your Highneſs's before. The beſt 
Gift of Nature I have this Moment re- 
ceived from your Royal Favour; there will 
be no Happineſs for me, nor an Equality uz 
my Deſtiny, unleſs ſome Means be found 
to loſe in your Service that Breath you have 
beſtowed upon me; but I, more faithful than 
fortunate, can only wiſh, not expect a Deſti- 
ny ſo Glorious. . 
Afrea.] Methinks I ſhudder with the 
dread and apprehenſion of the Count's In- 
gratitude ! How do 1 foreſee that he deſerv- 
ed not that Diſtinction? Put me out of Pain; 
has he not been ungrateful to the Royal 
Bounty ? 5 | 
Intell ] More than all Mankind, becauſe 
he was more beloved and truſted ; but he 
has roſe by it, and will in a moment (ſo 
favourable are the Diſpoſition of his Stars) 
touch the talleſt Dignities of the Empire. 
Aſtrea.] Can Great Jupiter permit it? Me- 
thoughts long ſince (when in Egypt) I was 


* pleaſed with that Shew of Juſtice among 


the Egyptians, their Contempt of Ingrati- 
- tude, in which they held all Wickedneſs was 


contain d. *Tis counted meritorious to for- 
give Injuries, but the moſt gentle Nature 
is permitted (with Applauſe) to retain. the 
Memory of an ungrateful Act. 
hardly ever to be forgotten; and 'tis as 


It ought 


certain, that we ſhall find no Goodneſs in 
him that is Ungateful, as we are ſure to 
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find but little Evil in the Grateful. Man- 


kind would in part avoid that ſhameful Vice, 
if they did but eſteem the Benefits that the 


"+ A 


receive greater than they are, and thoſe 
which they confer, leſs than in reality they 


be. But in Moralizing I interrupt your Sto- 


ry; let me mark Fortunatus down the fore- 
moſt in my Pocket-Book. I will claim an 
eſpecial Audience of Jupiter, in relation to 


the particular good Fortune of the Favou- 


rite-Count, and reſolve to lead my Prince 


wide of the Road he has travelled in. 


Intell} *Tis time we ſhould now return 
to ſhew how he leſt the Favour of the 
Dutcheſs, the firſt Step upon which he 
mounted from Obſcurity. Fortune, when 
The intends to go through with a Heroe, 
what-ever would in any other be a falſe 
Step, is but in him, an Advance, condu- 
eing to her End. Be fell paſlionately in 
Love with young Jeanatiu, a Companion of 
His Siſter's, and in the fame Service about 
the Princeſs. Here all his Precaution for- 
Took him, that Cvolneſs of Temper, that Allay 
of Fire, that paſſeve Moderation, ever upper- 
moſt, and to which he has owed his great- 
eft Succeſs; by this he has acquired thoſe 
Appearances of Vertue, that are found in 
Him. Iis his eaſy Phiegm, that has ſuffer'd 
him, when at Council, either of War or 
State, to permit, with the leaſt Show of Un- 
eaſtneſs, even the loweſt and worſt-favour'd 
Perſon, to deliver his Opinion at length, 
though never ſo oppolite to his own. He 
| | e weighs 
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weighs them all with Deliberation, and yet 


it is, that even in the Heat of Fight he is 
not tranſported beyond his uſual Modera- 
tion; neither his Griefs upon a Diſap- 
pointment are exceſſive, nor the Exultings 
of his Joy upon a Victory. He neither cru- 
elh puniſhes, nor genero»ſly forgives ; tis all 
a Medium, and conſidering the Extent of 
his Power, he has both done the leaſt Miſ- 
chief and the ſmalleſt Good, of any that ever 
poſſeſs'd it. His Flatterers cry up his Cou- 
rage, but it ſeems to me not to be ſo much 
is to him, as acquir'd; for certainly we 
may as well ſearn to be Valiant, as Judici- 
ous: A Proof of what I advance, may be 
taken from always ducking his Head at the 
Noiſe of a Bullet; the firſt Apprehenſion is 
in his Nature, and only to 6. controul'd, 
not prevented, by Reaſon, which immedi- 
ately comes in for a Second, and carries 
him ſafely through to Glory, which all He- 
roe's ſhould chiefly aim at. In ſhort, he is 
Exceſſive in nothing, but his love of Riches; 
whether Ambition lies ſmother'd beneath, 
and that he has ſome diſtant View, a Depth 
of Deſign, which none has yet had Line 
enough to fathom.. Money is the only means 
to carry on ſucceſsfully the greateſt Enter- 
prize. Perhaps he may one Day find a R 
al Ball the Sport of Fortune, a Kingdom at 
her diſpoſa}, and to be obtain'd by the high- = 
eſt Bidder. Suppoſe him Candidate. for the 
Crown of Poland, if among the many Fre- 
g ; Tenders 
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tenders ( Foreigners or others) he have the 
deepeſt Purſe, tis more than probable, his 
Succeſs will be the higheſt. Either to conceal d 
Ambition, or native Covetouſneſs, we muſt 
attribute his unbounded, unwearied Defire 
of Wealth. Will he one day ſet it all at 
Stake upon a Royal Caſt, an Imperial Squan- 
der? Or deſcend to his Grave, choak'd with 
Greedineſs of Gain, and a moſt prodigious, 


accumulated Maſs of Wealth ? 


But to return to his Amours. What 
would have : ruined another Man, ſerv'd, 
but to advance him ; his Love for a young 
Girl then without Intereſt, or the Appear- 
ance of any, a Maid of Fortune that was 
ſent to Court, and plac'd among the Rank 
of thoſe who generally owe their Eſtabliſh- 
ment to their Beauty, from whence the 
young unthinking Men of O@waliy and 
Eſtates, chuſe themſelves Wives of Fancy; 
tis well enough for thoſe whoſe Affairs 
will permit them to marry for Inclination, 
tho it ſurvives not the Hhmenæan Moon ; 


but for the Count, who depended for moſt 


of his great Expence upon the Dutchels, 
and to whom he ow'd all his Fortune, twas 
Ruin inevitable, twas Deſtruction bare-fac'd; 


yet Love, aſſiſted by his ever propitious 


Fortune, carried him thorough ; his Siſter 


lay in his Maſter's Boſom, to protect him 


againſt the ill Effects of the Dutcheſs's 
Reſentment, thould ſhe animate Sigiſmund 
againſt him, Love gave him this for Reaſon, 


Love is the Maſter of Bojdneſs, be carries us 
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fearleſs on to the greateſt Attempts and is 
ever moſt Fortunate where the Courage is 
moſt Reſolute. Love finds nothing diffi- 


cult that leads to the Poſſeſſion of what 


is beloved. Young Feanatin had a Mother, 
aſſiſted the Ount in the 
this Affair; ſhe foreſaw 
zlorious Things for the Heroe. The Pub- 
ck would have it that ſhe knew more than 
the common Race of Mortals ; in ſhort, 
that ſhe was converſant with a Demon, who 
gave her to underſtand the Future. I do 
not report this as Matter of Fact, but Ru- 
mour has it, that ſhe foretold the Counts 
riſing to ts height, when there was ſcarce 
a Proſpect of it. She bid him to reſt there 
and be contented to poſſeſs Honours a 
Wealth to an extreme old Age; but if he 
advanced a Step further, his Glory ſhould be 
ſhort, and his Death violent, Time only can 
determine the Oracle; but this J believe, 
the Count will ſcarce conſult it, or any thing 
elſe, that ſeems a Stop in his way to the 
Goal of Grandour. But to return, he got 
his Maſter's Conſent for Marrying the young 
Jeanatin, and the Promiſe of his Protection 
againſt the Dutcheſs ; who when ſhe heard 
ſhe was going to loſe her dear Count, or at 
beſt, divide him with a Wife of Inclination, 
her haughty Soul, conſcious of Beauty and 
ſuperior Charms, reſolv'd to revenge the 
Negle& of 'em. He had lately (by quite 
another Pretence than that of his Marriage) 
drawn the laſt, and moſt conſiderable B 
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from her. Tis affirm'd, that beſides what 


the did for his Siſter, and the Honours and 


Places of Profit ſhe procur'd for him; out 
of her own Caſh, ſhe at times had preſent- 


ed him to the Value of One Hundred and 


Forty Thouſand Crowns. But what could 
he do? covered with Charms as ſhe was, he 
had never loy'd her; tis however to be 
fuppoſed that he well diſſembled it, and in 
that Point the falſe Lover has a thouſand 
Advantages over the true; they can perſo- 
nate all that's neceſſary, and are in no danger 
of the ſuperfluous ; can imitate the Tranſ- 
ports, — avoid the diſguſtive Part. Fealouſy, 
Diſquiets, Upbraidings, are vers well ex- 
chang' d, for perpetual Applauſe, Hattery, 
Kaptures, pleafing Sig he, and never ceaſing: 
Joyce. The Dutcheſs was a Miſtreſs in the 
Art of Diſtinction, as to the Merit of a 
Lover, and tis to be thought, that if the 
Count had not been a Maſter- piece, he could 
not have talked her Excellence, But (Ladies) 
in the purſuit of my Story, perhaps there 
may be ſome hes, » that are not very. pro- 
e. for ſo nice on 
receive your Commands in that Point, 
however prompted as you ſee by Truth, I 
am at a loſs how to behave my ſelf. 
Vertue.] Oh! my dear Aſtrea, this I fore- 
faw in returning to the bad World; and if 
did not urge it more to you at firſt, it 


was becauſe I too willingly gave into the 
Pleaſure of accompanying you. 


* 
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Aſtrea.] 
to fit the Perſon for a Judge, he muſt be 
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Juſtice muſt impartially decide; 


informed of the moſt minute Particular; 


nor can we be polluted but by our own 


Crimes; thoſe of others neither ſtain nor 
reflect back upon as, but in our Approba- 
tion of them. In the Deſign I have form'd, 
tis neceflary I ſhould be throughly in- 


} ſtructed : and you, my Lady Intelligence, may, 


if you pleaſe, proceed, without any other 


Caution, than avoiding Terms unfit for you 


- 


to explain by, or we to underſtand. 


Intell.) There was a young Cavalier juſt 


then come to Court (allied to a preceeding 


Favourite, which was his Introduction) 


named Germanicus, well Formed, Graceful, 


and might very well be Candidate for the 
- manly 


aut ies with the Counts The Dutch- 
eſs had ſeen him in the Circle, with Appro- 
bation: She had heard of her Favourite's 


> Marriage, as a Qing inten, not reſoly'd 


on. One Day ſhe Expoſtulated thus with 
her Ingrateful ; Is it true, Monſieur le Count, 
that in neglect of all my Bounties, you dare 
to throw away a Heart I eſteem, and have 
*fo dearly purchaſed, upon a Girl, who ſcorns 
to receive it at a leſſer Price than your per- 
petual Slavery? Have I neglected the moſt 
Zagreeable Monarch upon Earth? Have I 
beſtow'd my Heart entirely upon you? and 
brought you in (a Glorious Rival) to divide 


with him the Poſſeſſion of a Perſon, that 
all the World ſays is not unlovely ? Have I 
3 called you from Obſcurity and Want, to 4 
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and Riches, thus to be rewarded? Ah Un- | 


made 


Fa 4! Why am J form'd of the ſofter ſieve) 


aſſions? Why is not my Soul fir'd, as it 


_ ought, by the Rovgh and Bod? Why has not 


Anger and Reyenge the Aſcendant of Love 
and Joy? Why am I more tempted to em- 
brace than kill a Monſter ſo Ingrateful | Here 
ſhe caſt her tempting Arms about the Counts 
Neck, and wet his Checks with Drops of 
Love (the over-flowings of Deſire) that fell 
from her fine Eyes. The Count overcome 
by the amorous preſſure, took the Charmer 
in his Arms, and by reconciling himſelf to 


her Reſentment, made himſelf dearer to her 
TIwas impoſſible ſhe ſhould 1 
part with what ſo luxuriouſly gave her Joys. 


Pleaſures. 


o, my charming Count, we muſt never 
loſe you, you. muſt ever thus be renewing 
your Intereſt in my Heart, always be thus 


intolerably Engaging. Will you leave me 


for another ? Will you carry my Rights to 
the deteſted Arms of a Rival? Dol breathe? 
Do I live? anſwered the Count; am I ſen- 
ſible of Beauty or of Benefits? Do I poſleſs 
the greateſt, and can I ſtoop to a ſecond ? 
Can I be more than bleſs d! More than en- 
tirely happy! Would I exchange all this 
Ehſium of Joys for Ingratitude ? Baſeneſs, 
Inconſtancy! Never, my charming Datch- 
eſs! never believe ſo wrongfully of your 
trueſt Votary. Feanatin is a little Creature 
I ſometimes divert my ſelf with at my 
Siſter's, when you are otherways engag d. 
Vanity (for ſhe's a perfect Coquet !) has 


made 


more 1 
Fou, 1 
much 
vou a 
vou, n 
rome 
Tor m 
4 ver- 


ith! 


ol. I. 


Ah Un 
e ſofter 
d, as it 
has not 
of Love 
to em- 


1! Here 
Tome with Tranſport, you ſhall live, only 
For me, and in return, fake, take all that an 
Þver-indulgent Monarch has enriched me 
with! theſe Jewels! theſe Bills muſt be 
Fours ! I know nothing ſo valuable as your 
ſelf, all my Treaſure is at your Devotion, 
be you but mine. The King hunts to Mor- 
row, and will not be in Town ' till Night, 
let us paſs the Afternoon at your Houſe, in 


Counts 
rops of 
hat fell 
vercome 
.harmer 
nſelf to 
r to her 

ſhould 
er Joys. 
t never 
Nnewing 
be thas 
eave me 
ghts to 
reathe? 
1 I ſen- 
poſſeſs 
econd ? 
han en- 
all this 
aſeneſs, 
Datch- 
of your 
reature 
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Jieve) that I am her Conqueſt, She that 


more than ſuſpects that 1 am favour'd by 
vou, muſt for ever deſpair of gaining fo 
much as a glance from any 


Lover whom 
vou are pleaſed to make happy. I believe 
ou, my Dear, anſwer'd the Dutcheſs, over- 


Þ Waſte of Joy; let us live whilſt Life is 
pleaſing, whilſt there's a Poinancy in the 
Taſte, Beſire at height, the Blood in per- 


fection, and all our Senſes fitted for thoſe 


2 
2 


a you know ſo well how to receive 
Þnd give. or fy | 
Ihe Count would have very gladly com- 


pounded any thing (unleſs it were Trea- 


ſure) that the Dutcheſs would abate of her 
Fondneſs ; but, by a Relief of Thought, he 


quickly gueſs'd his only way to come off 
with Honour, was to make her the Ag- 


'$:eſſor-; could he but fit her with a new 
Lover, and catch her in the Embrace, he 
mould have a good Pretence for his Mar- 
age with Jeanatin. He had made a ſtrict 


Friendſhip with Germanicus, from his firſt 


oming to Court. As he left the Dutch- 
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made her report, (Pm ſure ſhe can't be- 


eſs's 


— . Ne rao 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
' 
| 


"I 


"bs. | 


man. Happy Cont, ſaid he to him, from 
what Joys are you come? To poſleſs the 
Heart and Perſon of the fineſt Woman of 


her Age! What would I not do for one 7 


Hour ſo blefſed? Nay, but for one Mo- 


Count, I can do any thing, to a 
much beloved as your ſel 


yet obtaining; and I that of one in full 


between Deſire and Enjoyment; the full 
and vigorous . of the Sun, compar'd 
with the pale G 

no ill Emblem of what I advance; yet tho 


we ſurely know we ſhall be ſated, we cant eri 
help deſiring to Eat, tis the Law of Na- 

ture, the Purſuit is pleaſing, and a Man 
owes himſelf the Satisfaction of gratifying is 
thoſe Deſires that are importunate, and in- 


portant to him. 


Here they debated, and at laſt eoncluded 


upon a Method to oblige Germanicus : the 
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tren 


;  FOra 
immers of the Moon, is 


Fol. 


eſs's E. ee he met the young Gentle. 3 


W ( 
alual 
Ove. 
ay 


ment of inexplicable Rapture! Vou may * | 
have thouſands, my lovely Youth, anſwer d 1 
the Count, if they are ſo neceſſary to your tame 
Quiet; I'll make you entirely eaſy, if you'll © 
but rely on me. Can you divide? Can 
you part with all that Heaven of Beauty! 
Interrupted he. To a Friend, replied the I] 
a Friend fo *# 
But how is it 
offible, you can give away ſuch Joys? 
1 could never do it. You ſpeak the Fam 7 
guage of a Lover, anſwer d the Count, not 
Poſſeſſion, and cloy d with the too luſcious Feld 
Entertainment: There's a vaſt Difference 


d h 


en 
\ 


Wa 
Cc 

5 Pe 
Dutcheſs went to the Count's the next Day, IN. 
Im- 


II 


Vor. I, 


um, from 
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for one 
You Mo. told her, his Lord was lain down uy 
on mn ee nr n the Bang Room, 
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y to your 7 
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vide? Can 
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50 Iaſcious 


Difference 
the full 
compar'd * 


Moon, is 
; yet tho 


„ we cant 
aw of Na- 
nd a Man 


gratifying 3 


> im- : | 
2 and im etwas the Cuſtom to wear their own) 


onclud 1 vas tied back with a Ribbon of the ſame 
NY * Colour: He had thrown himſelf upon the 
eb Da ed, with nothing on but his Shirt and 
next Ph Night-Gown, which he had fo apdecenly 

11 


im- 
* 
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Kameliately after ſhe had din'd ; ſhe ſcarce 
Sllow'd her ſelf time to eat, ſo much more 
aluable in her Senſe were the Pleaſures of 
Love. The Servants were all out of the 
way as uſual, only one Gentleman, who 
pon a 


and he believ'd was fallen a-ſleep, ſince he 
came out of the Bath. The Dutcheſs ſoft- 
enter'd that little Chamber of Repoſe. 
The Weather being then violently hot the 
mbrelloes were Ter down from behind 
the Windows, the Saſhes open, whence the 
FNeſſemine, that cover'd 'em, blew in with 
& Fragrancy. Tuberoſes, ſer in pretty Gilt 
and China Pots, were placed advantagi- 
pully upon Stands; the Curtains of the 
Bed drawn back to the Canopy made of 
Fellow Velvet embroiderd with white 
Bueles, and the Pannels of the Chamber 
ere Looking-Glaſs. Upon the Bed was 
ſtrewed, with a laviſh Profuſeneſs, plenty of 
Orange and Lemon Flowers; and to com- 


pleat the Scene, the young Germanicus in 


a Dreſs and Poſture not very decent to de- 
cribe. It was he that was newly riſen 
From the Bath, in a looſe Gown of Car- 


nation-Taffety, ſtain d with Indian Figures ; 
his beautiful, long, flowing-Hair (for then 


H» HHOœceçä ——— — 
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diſpoſed, that ſlumbring as he appeared, 


Her 0 
his whole Perſon ſtood confeſs'd to the 
Eyes of the Amorous Dutcheſs ; his Limb 
were exactly form'd, his Skin ſhiningly 
White, and the Pleaſure the Lady's grace. 
ful Entrance gave him, diffuſed Joy and 
Defire throughout all his Form. His lovely 


thou 
erſo 


Dwn'c 


zerfed 


Sti 


Eyes ſeem d to be cloſed, his Face turn d 1c 


on one ſide (to favour the Deceit) was 
obſcured by the Lace depending from the 
Pillows. on which he reſted. The Dutch- 
eſs, who had about her all thoſe Defires ® 
which ſhe expected to employ in the Em- 
Þraces'of the Count, was fo blinded by 


them, that at firſt ſhe did not perceive the gui 


Miſtake: Giving her Eyes time to wan- 8 


der over Beauties ſo inviting, and which pe 
encreaſed her Flame, with an amorous e 


Sigh ſhe gently threw her ſelf on the Bed f 


cloſe to the defiring Youth ; the Ribbon 


of his Shirt-Neck, adorned with the fineſt IN 


Lace, being untied, the Whiteneſs of the ge 


Hue, the Beating of his Heart, made his 
Boſom a lovely Suh of Joy, upon which 
ſhe fix d her Charming Mouth. Impatient, 
and finding that he did not awake, ſhe 
raiſed — 9 and laid her Lips to that 
Pe of his Face which was reveal'd. The 

urning Lover thought it now time to put 


an end to his pretended Sleep; he claſped 3 
her in his Arms, graſped her to his Boſom, 
her on Deſires helped the Deceit; ſhe ſhur i 
her Eyes with a languiſhing Sweetneſs, cal- 
ling him by Intervals, her dear uns F 

| ex 


Vol. I. 
appeared her only Lover, when taking and giving 
F P 2 thouſand Kiſles, he got PollMion of her 
his Limb; © 
ſhiningly 
y's grace- 


gef and 
Jis lovely J« 
&lorious 1 
ported Tone, by what means, Fortune 
Þaſt thou made me thy happy Darling ? 1 
am in Poſſeſſion of greater Joys than 
mortal Senſe can bear! The Dutcheſs a- 

the Em- 
linded by 
ceive the 
to Wan- 1 
nd which 


to the 


ce turn'd 
ceit) was 
from the 
e Dutch- 
ſe Deſires 


aàmorous 


1 the Bed ® 


Ribbon 


the fineſt 
eſs of the B 


made his 
on which 
mpatient, 
wake, ſhe 
ps to that 
al'd. The 
me to put 
he claſped 
1s Boſom, 
; ſhe ſhut 
etneſs, cal - 


Mother in his Place? So far ftom it, 
m, anſwer'd Germanicus, that I muſt ex- 
ec to defend my Life, ſhould he know of 
y good Fortune, for he would certainly 

her 
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erſon with ſo much tranſport, that ſhe 


dwn'd all her former Enjoyments were im- 
perfect to the Pleaſure of this. 


Still Charmd and Breathleſs with the 


Joy, he graſp'd her to his raviſh'd Boſom: 


eſtiny, cried he, with a tranſ- 


aken'd from her amorous Lethargy, by a 
oice entirely ſtrange, opened her lan- 
wiſhing Eyes, and ſeeing his charming 
Face, which ſhe had often admired, nd 
erhaps ſecretly ſigh'd for; ſtifled with his 
Fepeated Kiſſes, and charm'd with the 
renuous Embrace, which held her, as a 
Growning Wretch is ſaid to gre the laſt 
ing he has hold of, new Deſires for ſo 
ew and lovely an Object, ſeiz d her; the 
Qarted back his Kiſſes, returned his Preſ- 
Tre, and in ſhort, beſtow'd upon Germa- 
Mus, what ſhe before (in her own Opi- 
Won) had only beſtowed upon the Count. 
When they had laviſhly facrific'd to Love, 
te Dutcheſs, with a feigned :Confuſion, 
kd what was become of the Count, and 
Whether he were ſuch a Villain to depute 
y; 


pur 


— 
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put me to it. But where is he then ask'q 
the inquiſitive fair One. Did you not re- 
_ ceive a Letter from him, Madam? Heavens! 
J receive a Letter anſwer'd ſhe ; for what? 
When he expected my ſelf. Where is the 
Myſtery of all this? Ah! returned the 
diſſembling Lover, the Count is poſſeſſed, * 
he knows not what he does, his Aﬀair, ® 
called him another way; he writ you an 
Excuſe, not doubting but it would come W& 
early enough, and ſee if the Hair-brain'd 8 
Creature hath not left it behind him; the in 
Paper that I ſee lie upon yonder Stand, ani 
muſt certainly be That. The impatient bei 
Dutcheſs made but two Steps from the Bec) 
before the got it into her Hand; and finding 
it was really addteſſed to her ſelf, ſhe haſti- 
ly broke the Seal, and read theſe Words. 


Till Night at Ten a-Clock, my lovely Dutch. 
15 Ican t be happy in your Charms; at tha % 
our I'll wait on you, with a Heart full of in- 
patient Love, to complain to you of what b 
detain'd me from my Happineſs, A 


The Traytor's Senſe is degenerated, x Vi 
well as his Kindneſs, continued the Dutch 
eſs: but you, my fortunate Lover, can, it 
you pleaſe, unriddle this Affair. Have you 
the e to refuſe me? Cannot my Kind. 
neſs triumph over your Fidelity to the hi 
Count? Let it get the better of your Com ai 
fuſion. Muſt I ask you twice? How irre e 
ſiſtible, and how dangefous are n L 

nll 


Heavens! 


for what? How! | . N 
Dutcheſs; Heavens! am Þ betray 


ere is the 


wned the 
poſſeſſed, 3 


is Affairz 


t you an 
air-brain d 
impatient 
n the Bed, 
Words. 

vel Dutch. 


ys; Alt tha 


fall of im 


of what ba. 
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49 
dam? anſwered: Germanicus, I facrifice my 
riend! after that, never doubt but I would 
8 has ſent for him. 
reature, interrupted the 


ow! that little 
d for fo 
orthleſs a Baggage? Henceforward I 

ate him more than I ever loved him. TH 


Se reveng d; his Life ſhall anſwer it. But 
vou! how come you by the Liberty of the 
Duld come Apartment, thus undreſs' d, thus ruinouſiy 
em 

him; the mne 
ler Stand, : | zathe! 
Peing extremely hot, after Dinner we went 
Into the Bath; he ex pected your Excellence, 
ind finding 
„ ſhe haſti- 


ting? The Count ſometimes makes 
is Bed- fellow, Madam, anfwer d Ger. 
nanicus: Laſt Night Iwas fo; the Weather 


nd intended to receive you in his <wn 
ed: chamber; by which means this littſe 


Room of Repoſe was left to me, here I'was 
Fo ſuffer the killing Rack of * 
ET ount more happy than I co e. 
gend to be. Jeanatin ſent him a'flightTivita + 
Bon to make One at Ombre this Afternoon; 
He ne Madman prefert'd the! dull 


Niverſion of 


a 8˙ the 
d ever pre- 


ards, with a, worthleſs Girl, 
fore the tranſpottingeſt Joys in Nature, 


nerated, à With the moſt lovely of her Sex. He'writ - 
the Dutch. Wat Letter, and it ſeems, in the/hurry of his 
er, can, i Thoughts (fortunately for me) forgot to 
| Have you nd it. He went down the Back- ſtairs, and 
Xt my Kind Woſs'd the Gardens to her Lodgings, by 
lity to the ich means, J ſuppoſe, the Gentleman in 


f your Com 
How irre 
e you, Ma 

dam! 


aiting did not ſee him. All his othex 

eople, as expecting your Excellency after 

inner, were order d to depart the Houſe 
ha But 
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But how happy have I been made by this 
Neglect? It can receive no Addition, but 


from the Aſſurance that my lovely Dutch- 
_ eſs does not repent the Favours ſhe has ſuf- 


fer d me to take. But what Excuſe does the 
Villain intend to make me at Ten a-Clock, 


his Maſter are in the Country, and even 
their Service ought, in his Eſteem, to yield 
to mine ; How blinded have Ibeen? Oh, 
Madam, that Love would be propitious, 
replied Germanicus, and before Ten a Clock 
furniſh him with a current Excuſe for your 
Excellency. Never, never will I any more 


in my Arms and Heart. The happy Youth 
was dazzled at this Aſſurance, and, after 
they; had low d away three or four Hours, 
The was preparing to depart. The new Lo- 
ver, reſolv d to puſh for the Continuation of 
his good Fortune and to merit her Favour 


= 


by exceſs of Love, prevailed with her for 


one more tempting Embrace. The Lady 


yielded with a pleaſing Willingneſs, ſurpri- 
zed and charmed by a Lover that then even 
exceeded himſelf, In that dangerous Moment 
the Count (as they had agreed) with ſoft- 
ly treading Steps enters the Chamber, and 
finds the happy Pair at the Reſult of all 
their Joys. The Scene was admirable ; Ger- 


manicus counterfeited Confuſion, the Count 
a Tranſport of Anger; the Dutcheſs, with- 
out counterfeiting, was really fo, and by an 
exquiſite Boldneſs and Haughtineſs of Na- 
Sautter & 3 


- „ 


Vol.! 


n 


— — 5 
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ture, as! 
enter a 
tell him 
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knowin 
| he ſaid, 
anſwer d the Lady? Both the King and | not be 

handſon 
ſequenc 
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able Inc 
eſs, 11 
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Madam 
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[ firſt Me 
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51 
ture, ask d him how he durſt preſume te 
enter a Place where his Gentleman muſt 
tell him ſne was, without giving Notice at 
the Door? He indeed ask d her Pardon; for, 


knowing the Warmth of her Conſtitution, 
he ſaid, he might well conclude ſhe could 
not be long in a Bed Chamber, with a 
- handſome young Gentleman, without Con- 
: ſequences, favour'd by his Diſhabilly all 
' tempting, the Bed, and her more favour- 
able Inclination. Be gone, cry'd the Dutch- 
eſs, I baniſh you for ever; you that can 


Feanatin to me! I baniſh my ſelf, 


refer : | 

: ey anſwer'd the Count, from the 
- moſt immoderate of her Sex: What, the 
; firſt Moment to beſtow your ſelf upon ano- 
ther, whilſt my Image yet wanton'd before 
your Eyes 

by thoſe D 
it! You that know how nicel am in Point 
of Amour, who for all the Treaſure the 
Sea and Earth can boaſt would not divide 


whilſt your Blood yet mantled 
eſires my Idea had mingled with 


the Heart I adore with any other. I ſuf- 
fer'd the Concurrence of a Potent Monarch 


(who had a prior Right) but with Regrer, 


and ſometimes Indignation ; I never ſuſ- 
| pected that he rival'd me in your Heart, 
| tho” he had your Perſon : But this tempt- 


ing Youth, this poliſhed Adonis, is too 
perfect not to have touched your Mind as 
well as your Senſes : yet it had been Mo- 


deſty as well as Prudence, ro defer his Joy, 
till you had given him time to Sigh after 
it; the Bleſſing is 2 great to be ſo eaſily 

2 x", Ob 


5 2 
obtained. I am undone by your killing 
Perfidy, I can never forget it, neither can 
I ceaſe to love you. IIl this Night Marry 
Jeanatin (a Creature I before contemn d) 


be true that you have any Remains of that 
_ Favour you formerly hofioured me with, l 
thall; at leaſt, pique your Pride, when, in 
your turn, you ſhall find your ſelf forſaken 
for a Thing of not the tenth part your Va- 
tne. Here he flung out of the Chamber, 
The Dutcheſs, ſturig with his 3 I 


» 


and not yet reſolved to part with him, e 4 : 
Pn to her Rival, attempted to ſtop 
im; but he broke with Precipitation from 
her. Ah, the Traytor ! faid the, how glad 
is his Ingratitude of this Occaſion ? My | 
lovely Youth, what habe we not to feir ? 
He will ruin us with Sigiſmand, but I ſhall 
take care to prevent hmm. | 
What ſhe foreſaw came to paſs exactly: 
He took his Meaſures ſo well (tho his Friend 
were factific'd by it) that it was Sigiſmund's 
own Fault he did not twice, at her Lodg- 
ings, find Germanicus in Bed with her; 


5 
but he was 4 Prince perfectly good-natur d, 
full of Love and Inconſtancy, and made 


ſtrange Allowances for the Frailties of Fleſh - 


great Belly of the Dutcheſs (due to that 
happy, amorous Rencounter of the Bugle- | 
ed) ro paſs in the Eſteem of the World 

(as the reſt of hers had done) for his. In- 
deed he got him another Miſtreſs, whom he 7 
en- 
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Thus you find how grateful the Count was 
to her, the Foundation of all his Fortune. 
Hie immediately married Jeanatin, and from 
that moment diſuſed all Converſation with 
„ the Dutcheſs. The new Bride, well in- 

ſtructed by her Husband and her Mother, 
made her Court ſo ſucceſsfully to the Prin- 
eeſs of Inverneſs, that ſhe became her pro- 
fedſſed Favourite. The young Princeſs had 
admirable good Inclinations, but, without 
conſulting them, they had married her, ac- 
cording to Royal Cuſtom, to the Prince of 
* Inverneſs, before ſhe had ever ſeen him. 
Count Lofty, . whoſe good Senſe was totally 
- obſcured by Pride, caſt his ambitious 
Thoughts fo high, as to pretend to pleaſe 
the Princeſs - whil 


her now, no. longer Feanatin) took the 


tion of Love into her. Hugband's Hand; 
her Policy ſuggeſted to her that ſhe ought 
12 not to ſuffer a Rival-Favourite, eſpecially © 
done of the Heart; and in diſcharge of Duty 
piretended, but in reality of Intereſt, ad- 
viſed him to acquaint his Maſter with it. 
 *Twas done as deſign'd, the audacious Lo- 
ver was forbid the Court, and the Lady im- 
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entirely. devoted himſelf to, without quar- 
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relling with the Dutcheſs; he ſometimes 
ſaw her in turn, but never after with Eſteem. 


ſt ſhe was a Maid. The 
Favourite-Counteſs (for ſo we thall call 


Alarm at his being ſo tenderly. received by 
the Princeſs; ſhe put his Poetical Declara- 


mediately betroth'd to the Prince of I- 
verneſs, Some time after he arrived, and 


G3. they 


54 The New Atalantis. Vol. I. Vol 


they were publickly Married. The Princeſs 


has ſince been an Example of conjugal Hap- 
pineſs, they have loved and deſerved each 


other; nor could there be any Objection a- 


gainſt her, but in ſo entirely reſigning her 


ſelf up to the Counteſs's Management; 
who introduced the Count to her Miſtreſs 
with ſuch Succeſs, that nothing was reſolv'd 
on in that little Court, without firſt con- 
ſulting and having their Approbation. 

Thus Time rowl'd on in an uninterrupted 
Series of good Fortune for the Count. Si- 


giſmund died, and Fortunatus was, by a moſt 


advantagious Remove, drawn nearer to the 
Throne. A Natural Son of Sigiſmund pre- 
tended to ſucceed, but the Prince of Tame- 
ran, with the Fears more than the Accla- 


mations of the People, was ' Crowned. 


There was no Honours that the' Count and 
His Siſter might not expect in this new 
Reign ; but he immediately ſaw this Mo- 


narch had not the Hearts of his Subjects; he 


was a bigotted Chriſtian, a different Rel 


gion from that eſtabliſh'd in Atalantis. The F 
ount dreaded falling (as a Favourite) a Sa- 


erifice to the incenſed Rabble. His Maſter, 


| wholly guided by the too zealous Priefts, 


totter d in the Throne. Young (æſario, Si- 


| 23 Natural Son, was belov'd. He had 


een baniſhed by his Father, and was re- 
fuged in Prince Henriquez's Court, who 
had married the new King of Atalantis's 


Daughter. The Peoples Wiſhes called a- 
Joud for him, to ſecure their Fears againſt ' 


the grov 


4Þ 
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rinceſs the growing Tyranny of the Prieſts. The 


al Hap | Count had no Intereſt in the Young Cæſario, 
d each a Prince of little Depth, entirely in the 
tion a- 
18 her E. 
ment; 
liſtreſs 
eſol̃ d 
C On- 
the principal Lords of Atalantis, ſent to 


Hands and Intereſt of a factious Party. He 
trembled to think, if he once prevailed, 
himſelf muſt either fall, as a Favourite of 
the foregoing Monarch's, or waſte the Re- 
mainder of his Life in inglorious Obſcurity ; 
he therefore caſt about, and in concert with 


Prince Henriquez to invite him over to their 
Relief from Oppreſſion and Fears of Holy 
Slavery. Tis true, he betrayed in this a 
Maſter who tenderly loved him; but a Ma- 
ſter Indiſcreet and Bigotted, who could not 
in all Probability long ſupport himſelf, and 
therefore he held it wiſe to evade a falling 
Ruin. Prince Henriquex had a conſummate 
Courage, and deep Diſſimulation, under 
which he concealed the moſt tow'ring Am- 


bition. The Count adviſed that he ſhould 
lend Aid to Cæſario, who implored it, to in- 


vade Atalantis, where the Hearts and the 
Hands of the People were ready to aſſiſt himz 
Aid, not ſufficient to ſerve, but to betray 
and deſtroy him. *Twas done as projected. 
Ceſario's Enterprize miſcarried, and his Life 
fell a Sacrifice to thoſe Laws which he had 
broken. After which Henriquez was con- 
ſider'd as the Succeſſor : He came over with 
a much more powerful Army. The Count 
had a tender Conſcience, and could not a& 
to the Prejudice of his Intereſt ; he left an 
indulgent Maſter, and went to Henriquez, 
C 4 who 
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2 himſelf in the King's Favour and 
:ſteem, by his natural and acquired Merit, 
he ſhared in all his Secrets of War and Go- 


vernment : Tis this Paince who is now 


Dead, after a long and troubleſome Reign, } 
turmoiled with Faction, and involved in a 


perpetual Foreign War: The Count is the 
only Perſon that will be thought fit to pur- 
ſve the Deſigns He nriquex had formed; the 
Empreſs will undoubtedly make him her Ge- 


_ neral ; what may he not expect? What will 


he not perform? 

Germanicus made an ample Fortune by 
the Dutcheſs's Favour, but dithking all 
Court Factions, he married, and wiſely re- 
tired himſelf from. Government, where, 
remote from Courts, he ended his Days in 
a pleaſing Obſcurity. 


The Dutcheſs by her Prodigality to Pa- 


vourites, fell into extream Neglect; her 


Temper was a perfect Contradiction, un- 


boundedly Laviſh, yet ſordidly Covetous ; 
the former to thoſe who adminiſter d to her 


particular Pleaſures, the latter to all the 
reſt of the World. When Love began to 
forſake her, and her Charms were upon the 


turn, becauſe ſhe muſt ſtill be a Bubble, 
the fell into Gameſter's Hands, and played 


off that Fortune Sigiſmund had enriched her 


with. She drank deep of the bitter Dranght 
0 
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who was ſhortly after Crowned with the 
Acclamat ion and Approbation of the major 
Part, by the Name of Henriquez the Ninth, © 
In this Warlike Reign, the Count ſup- 


oftentim 
7 ſhe ſolic 
ſed) by 


her Aff. 
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| of Contempt ; her ſucceſſive Amours, with 
megan ill formed Domeſticks, made her aban- 
doned by the Eſteem and Pity of the World. 


— . 
N 
1 
2 

FL 

* 

7 


Her Penſion was ſo ill paid, that ſne had 


oftentimes not a Piſtole at Command ; then 


© ſhe ſolicited the Count (whom ſhe had rai- 
| ſed) by his Favour with the Court, that 


her Affairs might be put into a better 


Po- 


ſture; but he was deaf to all her Intreaties. 
Nay, he carried his Ingratitude much far- 


ther: One Night at an 


flembly of the beſt 


Quality, where the Count tallied to em at 
Baſſet, the Dutcheſs loſt all her Money, and 
begged the Favour of him, in a very civil 
Manner, to lend her twenty Pieces; which 


he abſolutely refuſed, though he had a 
Thouſand upon the Table before him, and 
told her coldly, The Bank never lent any 
Money. Not a Perſon upon the Place but 
blamed him in their Hearts: As to the 
Dutcheſs's part, her Reſentment burſt out 
into a Bleeding-at her Noſe, and breaking 
of her Lace ; without which Aid, it 1s 
believed, her Vexation had killed her upon 
theSpdp oe nnndornte ue $3. : 
 Aſtrea.]: We are entertained with another 
Object; who'is'that Perſon not very young 
nor handſome, yet ſomething auguſt 221 
ſolemn in his Mien, he that walks upon 
the Viſta? He ſees us not; 'tis certainly 
one that loved the departed Monarch, his 


Handkerchief in his Hand, his Eyes ted and 


he comes hither doubtleſs 


full of Tears; 
| ö te 
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+ * 


to weep in Solitude a Maſter upon whom 5 


? fuffers n 
his Fortune probably depended. the forn 
Intell. He weeps indeed, and he loved his If 1! 


Maſter, but his Fortune is the greateſt of 


| sketch 
all the Favourites, therefore are his Tears the 3 n 
more meritorious : Yet not free from thoſe Puke a 
Vices of Men in Power; the Greedineſs of Court, 
Gain, and unbounded Oſtentation, in ex- as his 
pending with Noiſe and Splendor in Fo- their! 
reign Courts, what he by 88 had ac- little 
quired in this. Love has had his Turn, in have? 
2 fatal manner! Fatal I mean to the unhap- leadir 


50 Object of his Flame; raifed from a mean Fucht 
gree, tis no wonder his Head is giddy 


rage 
with the height. If Pride and Contempt a. 
of thoſe beneath them be faſhionable Man- ligna 
ners, worn even by thoſe. that are born it ſec 


Great, we need not wonder to find em aſ= _ 
fumed iby Perfons who, oftner by Chance to tl 
than true Merit, touch a Fortune unexpe&- _ 


inev 

ed; yet is the Duke's Fidelity to his Maſten ed. 
to be applauded, and as well as he loves poſi 
Riches, he could never be brought to de- gov 
part from the King's Intereſt. He has ben tha 

| bred to the Buſineſs of the State and Cabinet; Ma 
he perfectly knows the Management of Af- wa 
fairs, the Poſture of his own and that of Bo 


his Neighbour-Nations ; their true and 


of 

their falſe Intereſts. He is not Eloquent, ta] 
Hut Wiſe. To be ſhort, few Princes but W 
would be glad of ſuch a Servant; for ſince C 


in the Compoſition of the human Frame, 

Vices are generally blended with the Ver= | h 
es, we are 10 reverence that Man who '! þ 
330 ↄ˙ ſulters KK © 


— — — 
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' whom ſuffers not, to the Prejudice of his Maſter, 
che former to get the Aſcendant. 


ved his 
teſt "a oe Sketch of the Amour he had with a Lady, 
ar 8 t E Fs 


If I be not tireſome, 1 deſign a ſhort 


truly named Unfortunate. I will take the 


1 thoſe as high as from his firſt coming to- 
e 
n er. zs his page of Honour. When Perfons have 
in Fo. their Fortune to make, and are born with 
ad 4c little or no Eſtate, tis neceſſary that they 
rn, in havea lucky Hit, a happy Introduction, a 
nhap- | leading Card to make a proſperous Game. 
meat uch the Duke met with, and had the Cou- 
giddy rage and Addreſs tolay hold of the Oppor- 
empt tunity. Prince Henriquex fell ill of a ma- 
Man- i, lignant Diſtemper: Medicine was at a loſs, 
born it ſeem'd as if Art were no more, the Phy- 
mn aſ 7. ficians could find no Drugs of fufficientHeat 
ance to throw out the Diſtem wy without which, 
ect. inevitable Death was all that could be expect- 
aſter | ed. One of thoſe Sons of Eſculapius pro- 
oves _ poſed, that a Youth of Warmth and Vi- 
de- '  gour ſhould be put to Bed to the Prince, by 
deen ' that natural Glow of Body to draw out the 
et- Malignancy of the Diſtemper. The Duke 
At CNS only Perſon who, with Pleaſure and 
of FF - Boldneſs, offered his own, to fave the Life 
and ff 635. Maſter ; he would not even ſtay to 
Nt, take his Leave of any of his Friends, - but 
but ” with the greateſt Bravery throwing off his 
We - Cloathsgot into Bed to the Prince, embra - 
ne, cing cloſely his Feveriſh Body, from whence 
*T* ,, he never ſtirred, tilk the happy Eſſects of 
ho N his kind Endeavours were. viſible. The 
s reine eto” 4 
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Diſeaſe paſſed from the Heart into the Blood, with a 
from thence, by the Application of a kindly practice 
Warmth, *twas thrown into the Fleſh and had in 
Skin; after which, the Symptoms being fa- potent 
vourable, they no longer doubted the Life Sovere! 
of the Prince. . But the generous Youth could of his 
not eſcape the Infection, it ſeized him in the Di 
ſiuch a terrible manner, that it was expected miniſte 
Deſtiny would be fatal to him. They re- often 
moved him to another Bed. The Prince 
tenderly regretted his Sufferings, aſſuri 
him, That be hoped he would live, to find, 
in his Friendſhip and Gratitude, the Reward 
of Fidelity and Generoſity. The Gods were 
too-well pleaſed at ſo glorious an Action to 
let him fink under it; after an unuſual and 
_ Sitter Conflict, they reſtored him to his for- 
mer Health and Vigour. And if he ſtill wear 
the cruel Marks of ſo Malignant a Diſtem- 
der, they are in him but glorious Proofs of 
Love and Duty to his Prince ; no leſs to be 
Prais d, than the moſt flouriſhing Laurels of 
others. 1 | | VVA 
Not one of the moſt fortunate Courtiers 
but dreaded the tow'ring Genius of the 
Youth; they ſaw he was reſolved to puſh, 
tho' at the Expence of Life, and rather than 
not make his Fortune to ſink under the 
Endeavour. Henriquez, was Young, Humane, 
diſpoſed by Nature (all Heroe as he was) to 
the ſoft Truſts and Joys of Friendſhip: He 
called the Vouth nearer to his Confidence, 
found in him a Strength of Mind, a Capa- 
city far above his Years, a projecting N 
| | vat 
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with a height of Courage, able to put in 
9 7 the boldeſt Reſolutions. The Prince 


ad in his Nonage been oppreſſed by a 
potent Faction, that left him only a titular 


* Sovereignty ; he had no longer the Command 


of his own Fleet and Armies, all were at 
the Diſpoſal of thoſe who pretended to ad- 
miniſter to the publick Good. He would 
often lament with his young Favourite the 
Oppreſſion. His inborn Courage, and boil- 
ing Youth, made him long to ruth into the 
Field of Glory, to ſnatch from thence thoſe 
Laurels that were not to be attained but 
with the greateſt Difficulty! At the Head 
of his own Armies, to meet the Enemy of 
his Country, who with hoſtile Fire, and 
cruel Slaughter, had ſucceſsfully invaded it. 
The young Statelman (by his Intriegue and 
Management with ſome of the Head-Officers) 


5 2 that a Battle ſhould be loſt. The 


vent was fatal to the two Brothers who 


| oppoſed the Prince, and were at the Head of 


the State. The People (dreading the approach 
of the Conqueror) call'd aloud for their 
own Sovereign to defend them. They ruſh'd 


unanimouſly upon the two ooh with 


as much Rage and Fierceneſs, as a hungry 
Lion, the devouring Woolf, or Tyger fall 
upon the harmleſs Flock ; and with the ſame 
Expedition (animated by the Intrigues, Ca- 
bals, and Spirit of our young Favourite) 
rend them piece-meal | Scatter their Bo- 
dies, ſmall as Duſt thrown into the Air! 
Swift as Deſtruction, as mortal Flagoes, fall 

rom 
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from the Hands of the avenging Deities, 
when, by the accumulaced Sins of Mortals, 


they are juſtly provoked. 


This was no ſooner performed, but they 
burſt into the Palace, ſeize upon Henriquez, _ 
bear him (with Exultings of rapturous Joy) ©. 
_ their Shoulders, force open the Door 
O 


the Divan, and, with Acclamations that 


Pierced the Skies, ſeat the Prince upon the 
Royal Throne: Inveſt him with the Purple 
Robe, the Sword of Defence, the awful Di- 


adem, and all other Enſigns of Sovereignty ! 


take a voluntary Oath of Fidelity! perform 
their Homage! and then with the ſame Ex- 


clamations (of rude and haſty Joy) preſent 
him to the Army! who eccho'd back, with 
loud —_ their Approbation of what 
was done. The Prince and his young Favou- 


_ rite harangue and careſs the Soldiers and 


People; he tells them (like his glorious An- 
ceſtors) he longs to loſe his Blood in defence 
of his Country : That he will either die or 
relieve them * the Oppreſſion of the 
Invader. They, one and all, demand him 
to lead them on to Conqueſt and Re- 


wy . | 
No Age has ever ſhewn us a Heroe made 
up of greater Compoſitions: Henriquez was 


ardent for Battle, yet cautiouſly prudent: to | 
watch all the Advantages of it. His young 


Fayourite, with his Valovr, maintained the 
Opinion which he had acquir'd by his Con- 
duct and politick Management; They put 
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a ſtop to the rapid Courſe of the Enemy's 
Victories, and regain'd the Towns that had 


been loſt. The Progreſs of the young Heroe's 
Arms raiſed a Jealouſy in all his Neighbours 


they envied him the Greenneſs of his Lau- 


rels, and to put a ſtop to that Glory, which 
elſe had known no Bounds, they force him 
to a Treaty with the Enemy. Whilſt the 
Peace was concluding by their dreaming 


Plenipotentiaries, (a Peace diſpleaſing to the 


Prince and Favourite, and which nothing 


but their newneſs in Power could force them 


to ſubmit to) he let all Europe ſee how much 
in the wrong they were in impoſing it 
upon him now, when he was in a Condition 
to force the Enemy to accept their own 
Terms. He fell upon their General ſo ha- 
ſtily and unexpectedly (though he were the 
Heroe of his Age) that he put him into an 
irretrievable Diforder. The Battle was glo- 
rious for Henriquez ; but the leſs ſuch, be- 


cauſe it was no ſooner decided to his Advan- 
tage, but the repeated Thundering of the 
Cannon let him know the Peace was pub- 


liſhed ; and that thoſe he had ſo lately fought 
with, were no longer his Enemies. The 


Diſpatch was brought him at the Head of the 


Army, when he was going to engage. The 
Courier knew nothing of the Contents, or 
did not report them : The Prince would not 
delay attacking the Enemy. They were then 


(knowing the Peace was concluded) upon 


their March home, he reſolved to fall in with 
their Reare Should he have flaid to open 
5 ens 
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the I pays the O 2 would have 
been loſt; and poſſibly gueſſing what it im- 
ported, he order d the Courier to his Tent, 
there to expect his Return. Envy (that is 
always buſy in blotting the Actions of Hes 
Toes) has made ours reflected on, for the 
Breach of the Law of Nations; they rob him 
of the Glory of his Conqueſt, by con- 
2 the Unlawfulneſs of the Occa- 
1on. | 5 
After this the young Favourite (though 
formerly but of his Pleaſures) became his 
firſt Miniſter. He was always truſted, and 
extreme habile in the Affairs of State; he 
followed the wiſe Maxims of Machiavel, who 
aim d to make his Prince Great, let what 
would be the Price. He it was that encou- 
raged Count Fortunatus, and the Diſaffected 
Lords of Atalantis, to expel their bigotted 
Monarch. By his politick Management the 
young (Cæſario was ſacrificed, and the Prince 
called to take Poſſeſſion of the Government. 
Without ſuch a Head as his (cunning to 
conceal, crafty to foreſee, wiſe to project, 
and'valiant to undertake) the whole Fabrick 
had totter'd. He was the ſolid Foundation 
upon which the greateſt Heroe of the Age 
Has raiſed himſelf to be ſuch ; though in all 


2 


his Advices the finiſhing Stroke ſtill came 


from Henriqu x. I 
Nou raiſed to be Duke and Peer, Gene- 
ral of the Army, in Poſſeſſion of the Ear 
and Cabinet of the Prince, whom we muſt 
| henceforward (if we have occaſion to ou 
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of him) call King. He devoted himſelf to 
a maſs up Riches ; his Ambition was not ſa- 
tisfied, he aim'd at ſomething higher: 
| *Twas glorious to be a Sovereign Prince, | 
though but of a Petty State: He offered | 
© Sixteen hundred thouſand Crowns for the 
Bncceſſion, where only a hn gi 
was in Poſſeſfion, and to become her Huf- 
band. Affairs of Conſequence, which de- 
pend not upon Adtion but Treaty, are | 
generally tedious; Whilſt it was de- 
pending, our Duke felt the Sting of Paſſion, 
which (at the Expence of the Ladies) he 
had hitherto only play'd with. There was 
a young Girl named Madamoiſel Charlotte 
left to his Care by her Father, for whom 
he had as great a Friendſhip as a Stateſman. 
can be ſuppoſed to have. The young Char- 
lot had loſt her Mother long before: Her 
: Dowry amounted to forty thouſand Crowns; 
the Family was Noble, and there was almoſt 
nothing but what ſhe might pretend to. The 
Duke had been ſome conſiderable time a 
Widower; his Wife was of the Family of 
the Favourites, naturally Born to the ſooth- 
ing Arts of Courts. Fame is not afraid to 
ſpeak aloud, that Henrique ſaw what was 
agreeable in her; and when wearied with 
the Fatigues of Hunting, would go to Bed | 
between her and her Husband ; but you 1 


& map be ſure all very innocent, eſpecially 
ar where ſuch a Witneſs was in Place. When 
0 ſhe died, he transferred his Eſteem, with 
1 additional Tenderneſs to her Siſter. She af- 


fected 
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fected firſt to be in Love with the Heroe, not in the C 
the Prince. Perſonal Lovers are ſo rarely 
found among People of their Station; ſo 
few are acquainted with the Delicacy of di- 


viding the Monarch from the Man, that out 
of Gratitude he gave into ſuch Endearments 
as were neceſſary to beſpeak a reciprocal 
Paſſion. And as his Temper to his Favou- 
rites was Magnificent, or rather Laviſh, 
the taſted the 83 of unlimited Majeſty, 


and the charming Effects of unbounded Ge- 
neroſity! N | 


But to return to the Duke. He ſpared 


for no Expence in the Education of young 
Charlot ; who was brought up at his own 
Houſe with his Children; but having ſome- 
thing the Advantage in Age of his Daugh- 

ters the Precepts were proportionably ad- 


vanced. He defigned her (in thoſe early 5 


Days of his Power) for a Wife for his Son 
before the increaſe of his own Ambition an 


Riches taught him other Defires ; that is to | 


fay, to look out a Lady for the young Lord 
with more than fix times Charlot's Fortune : 
And indeed he. was not to blame in thar, 
for certainly what ever Fable has reported of 
Adonis, or Narciſſus, the moſt beautiful of the 
Heroes, the united Sweetneſs and Graces of 
Mankind, are to be found in his Perſon, 
with an unknown Goodneſs of Temper, an 
Air of perfe& Behaviour, and accompliſh'd 
Courtſhip. Neither has he ſhewn us an 
Inclination to any Vice, to ballance theſe 
Perfections: But as Malice loves to mingle 
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in the Characters even of the moſt deſerv- 
ing; not being able to find a Fault from 


without, they have recourſe to the Inſide, 
and thence inform us of a Genius no way 
proportionable to the Greatneſs of his Fa- 
ther 's, a Softneſs of Converſation, which 
they otherways term Weakneſs of Intel lects. 
But the Ladies find no ſuch Fault with the 
charming Youth ; he has all Things in his 


Perſon, Voice, and Diſcourſe, that prove 


him indeed irreſiſtible; beſides, Occaſion 
calls not upon him to exert his Faculties, 


I as they did the Duke; his Fortune is made, 


his Father was born before him, and ſo hap- 
pily too, as from a mere Gentleman to make 
himſelf one of the Richeſt and moſt Potent 
Subjects in Europe. | 


- 


Charlot was no great Beauty, her Shape was 
not the beſt; but Youth and Dreſs make 
all Things agreeable. To have prepoſſeſſed 
you in her Fayour, I ſhould, as I was in- 
clined, have advanced a Syſtem of her 
Charms ; but Truth, who too well foreſaw 
my Intentions, has repelled them with a 


Frown. Not but that Chariot had many Ad- 


mirers. There's ſomething ſo touching in the 


Agreeable, that I know not whether it does 
not enchant us deeper than Beauty ; we are 
oftentimes upon our guard againſt the At- 
tack of that formidable Invader, whilſt the 
unwary Heart, careleſs and defenceleſs, as 
dreading no Surprize, permits the Agreea- 
ble to manage as they pleaſe, | 
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a Stateſman, and, in an Age like this, held 
it incompatible with a Man's making his 
Fortune. Ambition, Deſire of Gain, Diſſi- 
mulation, Cunning, all theſe were merito- 


riouſly ſerviceable to him. Twas enough 


he always applauded Vertue, and in his Diſ- 
courſe decry'd Vice; as long as he- ſtuck cloſe 
in his Practice, no matter what became of 
his Words; theſe are not Times for the 
Heart and Tongue to agree. However, 
young Chariot was to be educated in the 
high Road to Applauſe and Vertue, He ba- 
niſhed far from her Converſation what ever 


would not edify, airy Romances, Plays, dan- 


gerous Novels, looſe and inſinuating Poe- 


try, artificial Introductions of Love, well- 


0 Landſhapes of that dangerous Paſ- 


Hon; her Diverſions were always among. 


the Sort that ſeemed moſt ihnocent ai 

Simple ; ſuch as Walking, but not in publick 
Aſſemblies ; Muſick, in Airs all Divine; 
Reading improving Books of Education and 
Piety; as well knowing, that if a Lady 
be too early uſed to violent Pleaſures, it de- 
bauches their Taſtes for ever to any other, 
He taught her to beware of Hopes and Fears ; 
never to defire any Thing with too much 
Eagerneſs; to guard her ſelf from thoſe 
dangerous e ee of the Mind, that 
upon the leaſt Diſappointment precipitate 
into a Million of Inconveniencies. He en- 
deavour d to cure her of thoſe numerous 
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Affections and Averſions, ſo natural to 
young People, by ſhewing her that nothing 
truly deſerved to be beloved but the Gods, 


becauſe they alone were eee though no- 


thing on the other Hand ought to be hated 
but Vice, becauſe Mankind are the Image of 
the Divinity. He wiſely and early Fore- 
warned her from what ſeemed too natural, 
a Deſire of being applauded for her Wit. 
She had a Brightneſs in her Genius, that 
Dreäk out into dangerous 
Sparkles; he ſhewed her, that true Wit cons 
ſiſted, not in much Zpeaking but in ſpeaks 
ing much in few Words; that whatever 
carried her beyond the Knowledge of her 
Duty, carried her too far; all other Embel- 
liſhments of Mind were more dangerous 
than uſeful, and to be avoided as her Ruin, 
ſince the Poſſeſſion of them were often at- 
tended with Self- love, Vanity, and Coquet- 
try, Things incompatible, and never ming- 
led in the Character of a Woman of true 
He recommended Modeſty and 
Silence; that ſhe ſhould ſhun all Occaſions 
of ſpeaking upon Subjects not neceſſary to 
a Lady's Knowledge, tho it were true that 
ſhe ſpoke never ſo well. He remembered 
her, that ſo Great, ſo Wiſe a Man as Zeno, 
of all the Vertues made choice of Silence, 
for by it he heard other Mens Imperfections, 
and concealed his own; that the more Wit 
{ſhe was Miſtreſs of, the leſs Occaſion ſhe 
had to ſhew it; that if Want of it gave a 


diſguſt, too much does not generally pleaſe 
| better ; 


* 


Toe The New Atalantis. Vol. I. 


better; that aſſuming Air which generally 
accompanies it, is diſtaſteful to Company, 
where all pretend an equal Right to be 
heard: The Weakneſs of human Nature is 


lies in the Speaking, not the Hearing part; 
and if a preſumptuous Perſon (though with 


upon that Privilege, they look upon her as 
a I yrant, that would raviſh from them the 
| Freedom of their Votes. But the Duke's 

ſtrongeſt Battery was united againſt Love, 
that Vader of the Heart; he ſhewed her 
ow ſhameful it was for a young Lady ſo 
much as to think of any Tenderneſs for a 
Lover, till he ſhould become her Husband ; 
that true Piety and Duty would inſtruct her 
in all that was neceſſary for a good Wife to 
feel of that dangerous Paſſion ;. that ſhe 
ſhould not ſo much as ever ſeek to know 
what was meant by that ſhameful Weakneſs 
called Jealouſy ; twas abominable to give 
others Occaſion to be jealous, and painful 
to be ſo our ſelves; that tis generally at- 
tended with Slander and Hatred, two baſe 
and contemptible Qualities. That that vi- 
olent inborn Deſire of pleaſing, ſo natural 
to Ladies, is the Peſt of Vertue ; they would 
by the Charms of their Beauty, and their 
ſweet and infinuating way of Converſation, 


which ſeems to be politically denied them, 
becauſe the way to Authority and Glory is 
ftop'd-up. Hence it is, that with their ac- 
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' quired Arts and languiſhing Charms, they 


riſque their Vertue to gain a little contemp- 


tible Dominion over a Heart, that at the 
ſame time it ſurrenders it felf a Slave, re- 
fuſes to beſtow Eſteem upon the Victor; 
That Friendſhip was far nobler in its Na- 


ture, and much to be preferred to Love, be- 


5 cauſe 4 Friend loves always, a Lover but for a 


time. That Love, under the moſt flattering 
Appearances concealed inevitable Ruin ; 


"2 the very firſt Impreſſions were dreadful, and 


to be carefully ſuppreſſed. rug wi taught, 
The Aſſaults of Love were to be beaten back at 
the Firſt Sight, leſt they undermine at the Second. 
And Plato, That the Firſt Step to Wiſdom 
was not to love ; the Second ſo to love, as not 
20 be perceived. IN 
Fraught with theſe, and a number more 
of ſuch Precepts, the young Cbarlot ſeemed 
to intend her ſelf a Pattern for the Ladies 
of this degenerate Age, who divide their 
Hours between the Toylet and Baſſet-Table, 
which is grown ſo totally the Buſineſs of 
the Fair, that even the Diverſions of the 
Opera, Gallantry, and Love, are but ſecon- 
dary Pleaſures. A Perſon who has once 
iven her ſelf up to Gaming, neglects all 
er Duties, diſorders her Family, breaks 
her Reſt, forgets her Huſband, and by her 
Expence often Inconveniences him irre- 
parably, together with a waſte of Time 
the Paſſions of Anger and Avarice concur 
to make her Odious to all, but : thoſe who 
engage with her at that dangerous Diverſion; 
not 
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not to inſtance ſuch who have compounded 
for the Loſs of Money, with the Loſs of 
their Chaſtity and Honour; nor is it a new, 
tho' frequent way of paying Play-Debts, in 
this entirely cortdptes: =—_ 

The Duke had a magnificent Vila within 
Five Leagues of the Capital, adorned with 
all chats Beautiful either in Art or Nature; 
the Reward of Conqueſt, the Plunder of 
Victory, the Homage of the Vanquiſhed, 
the Preſents of Neigtbooting Monarchs, and 
whatever 9 could ſpy, or Money re- 
cover, were the Ornaments of his Palace. 


e c, had received a new Favourite in- 


to his Boſom, but it was a Favourite not at 
all interfering with the Duke, who was 
ever truſted and eſteemed; by this means he 
often found a Receſs from Court; his great 
Maſter would fometimes in Goodneſs diſ- 
miſs him to his Villa, to taſte a Reſt from 
Power, a Calm of Greatneſs, a Suſpence of 
Buſineſs, a Reſpiration of Glory. Here it 
was that he uſed to confirm the young Char- 
lot in that early love of Vertue that had been 
taught her. To unbend her Mind from the 
more ſerious Studies, he ſometimes per- 
mitted her that of Poetry, not looſe Deſcrip- 


tions, laſcivious Joys, or wanton Heightnings 


of the Paſſions. They ſung and ated the 
Hiſtory of the Gods, the Rape of Proſerpine, 
the Deſcent of Ceres, the Chaſtity of Diana, 


and fuch Pieces which tended to the In- 


ſtruction of the Mind, One Evening at 
2 Repreſentation, where (Harlot — 
| the 
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the Goddeſs of the Bow, and the Duke's 
Son Actæon; ſhe acted with ſo animated a 
Spirit, caſt ſuch Rays of Divinity about 
her, gave every Word fo twanging, yet ſo 
ſweet an Accent, they awakened the Duke's 
Attention ; and ſo admirably ſhe varicd the 
Paſſions, that That Night gave Birth to 
what he had never felt before : He applaud- 
ed, embraced, and even kiſs d the charm- 
ing Diana. *Twas Poiſon to his Peace, the 
cleaving Sweetneſs thrill d ſwiftly to his 
Heart, thence tingled in his Blood, and caſt 
Fire throughout his whole Perſon ; he figh'd 
with Pleaſure, he wonder'd what thoſe 
Sighs meant, he repeats his Kiſſes, to find 
if Charlot were the Occafion of his Diſor- 
der: Confirmed by this new Taſte of Joy, 
he throws the young Charmer haftily from 
him, folds his Arms, and walks off with 


continved Sighs. The innocent Beauty makes 


after him, modeſt and afraid, inſinuatingly, 
and with trembling ſhe enquires, if ſhe have 
not offended ? Begs to know her Fault, 
and that the will endeavour to repair it. He 
anſwers her only with his Eyes, which had 


but too tender an Aſpect. The Maid im- 


proving her Courage, comes ncarer, ſpreads 
her fond Arms about him, and in her uſual 
fawning Language calls him dear Pappa: joins 


her Pace, her Eyes, her Cheeks, her Mour!z 


cloſe to his. By this time the Duke was 
tallen upon a Chair that ſtood next him, he 
was fully in her reach, and without any 
Oppoſition ſhe had leiſure to diffuſe the ir- 

D rene» 
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remediable Poiſon through his Veins: He 


ſat immoveable to all her Kindneſs, but 


with the greateſt Taſte of Joy he had ever 
been ſenſible of. Whilſt he was thus dan- 
geroully entertained, the young Aclæun, and 
the reſt of the Company join em; the Duke 
was forced to rouze himſelf from his Love- 
fick Lethargy ; CHharlot begg'd not to leave 
him, till he would pleaſe to tell her in what 
The had done amiſs. He only anſwer'd her, 
that he had nothing to object, ſhe had acted 
her Part but too well. The young Lady 
had been taught (in her cool Precepts of 
Education) that it was a Degree of Fault, 
to exce], even in an Accompliſhment : Oc- 
caſion was not to be ſought of eminently 
diſtinguiſhing one's ſelf in any Thing but 
folid Vertue; ſhe feared the had ſhewn too 
great a Iranſport in repreſenting Diana; 
that the Duke might poſſibly think ſhe 
was pre poſſeſſed more than ſhe ought with 
that Diverſion; and in this Deſpondence 
the took Reſolutions to regulate her ſelf 
hereafter more to his Satisfaction. 

Thar fatal Night the Duke felt hoſtile 
Fires in his Breaſt ; Love was entered with 
all his dreadful Artillery ; he took Poſſeſſion 
in a moment of the Avenues that led to 
the Heart ; neither did the Reſiſtance he 
found there, ſerve for any Thing but to 
make his Conqueſt more illuſtrious. The 
Duketry'd every Corner of his uneaſy Bed ; 


whether ſhut or open, Chariot was ſtill be- 


fore his Eyes; his Lips and Face retaived 
the 
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the dear Impreſſion of her Kiſſes; the Idea 


of her innocent and charming Touches wan- 
dered o'er his Mind, he wiſhed again to be 
ſo bleſſed ; but then, with a deep and dread- 
ful Sigh, he remembered who the was, the 


Daughter of his Friend; of a Friend, who 


at his Death left the Charge of her Educa- 


tion to him: His Treaty with the Princeſs- 


Dowager would not admir him to think of 
marrying her: Ambition came in to reſcue 
him from the Arms of Love. To poſleſs 
her without Marriage was a villainous de- 
teſtable Thought, but not to poſſeſs her at 
all was Loſs of Life, was Death inevitable. 
Not able to gain one Wink of Sleep, he a- 
roſe with the Dawn, and poſted back to An- 
rela, He hoped the Hurry of Buſineſs, and 


1 the Pleaſure of the Court, would ſtifle fo 


guilty a Paſſion ; he was too well perſuaded 
of his Diſtemper, the Symptoms were right, 
the Malignity was upon him, he was regu- 
larly poſſeſſed : Love, in all irs Forms, 
had took in that formidable Heart of his, 
He began to be jealous of his Son, whom 
he had always deſigned for Charlot's Hus- 
band ; he could not bear the Thoughts that 


{ he ſhould be beloved by her; tho” all Beau- 


tiful as the lovely Youth was, ſhe had never 
had any tender Inclinations for him, no- 
thing that exceeded the \Warmth of a Siſter's 
Love; whether it were that he was deſigned 
for her, or that the Precepts of Education 
had hitherto warned her from too precipi— 
tate a liking : She was bred up w'th him, 
| 2 
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accuſtomed to his Charms, they made no 
Impreſſion upon her Heart; neither was the 
Youth more ſenſible. The Duke could di- 
ſtreſs neither of them by his Love of that 
lide, but this he was not ſo happy to know. 
He wrote up for the young Lord to come 
to Court, and gave immediate Orders for 
forming his Equipage, that he might be 
ſent to Travel. Mech tee Charlot was ne- 
ver from his Thoughts. Who knows not 
the Violence of beginning Love, eſpecially a 


IL. ove that we hold contrary to our Intereſt 
and Duty ? *Tis an unreaſonable Exceſs of 


Deſire, which enters jw ily, but departs ſlowly, 
The Love of Beauty, is the Loſs of Reaſon, Nei- 
ther is it to be ſuppreſs d by Wiſdom, becauſe it 
i not to be comprehended with Reaſon. And the 
Emperor Aurelius ſaith 3 Love is 4 cruel Im- 
preſſion of that wonderful Paſſion, which to de- 
fine is impoſſible, becauſe no Words reach to the 
firong Nature of it, and only they know which 
inwardly feel it. | 

The Duke vainly ſtruggled in the Snare; 


he would live without ſeeing Charlot, but 
then he muſt live in Pain, and inexplicable 


Torture: He applies the Relief of Buſineſs, 
then the Pleaſures of Women: but Charlot's 
Kiſſes were ſtill upon his Lips, and made all 


other inſipid to him. In ſhort, he try'd ſo 
much to divert his Thoughts from her, that 


it but more perfectly confirmed him of the 
Vanity and the Unſucceſsfulneſs of the At- 
tempt. He could neither eat nor ſleep, for 


Love and Reſtleſsneſs had raiſed W in 
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him to ſach a degree, that he was no longer 
Maſter of his Buſineſs. Wearied with all 
| Things, hurry'd by a ſecret Principle of 
* Self-love, and Self-Prefervation, the Law of 
Nature, he orders his Coach to carry him 
' down once more to his Villa, there to ſee his 
Dear, his dangerous Charlot, that little in- 


nocent Sweetneſs which imbittered his Hap- 
pineſs. She loved him tenderly, as a Bene- 
factor, a Father or ſomething more, ſome- 
thing that ſhe had been uſed to love, with- 
out that ſevere Mixture of Fear which 
mingles in 'the Love we bear to Parents. 
She ran to meet him as he alighted, her 

oung Face overſpread with bluſhing Joys; 
his en exceeded hers, he took her in 
his Arms with eagerneſs, he exchanged all 
his Pains for Pleaſure: There was the Cure 
of his paſt Anguifh ; her Kiſſes were Balm 
to his wounded Mind. He wondered at 
the immediate Alteration ; ſhe careſs'd and 
courted him, ſhewed him all Things that 
could divert or entertain. He knew not 
what to reſolve upon; he could not pru- 
dently marry her, and how to attempt to 
corrupt her , thoſe excellent Principles - 
that had been early infuſed into her, were 
all againſt him; but yet he muſt love her; 
he found he could not live without her. He 
opened a Machiavel, and read there a Maxim, 
That none but great Souls can be compleatly 
wicked. He took it for an Oracle: He 
would be loth to tell himſelf that his 
Soul was not great 71 for any Attempt. 


3 He. 
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He clos d the Book, took ſome Turns about 
the Gallery to digeſt what he had read, and 
from thence concluded, that neither Reli- 
gion, Honour, Gratitude, nor Friendſhip, 
were Ties ſufficient to deprive a Man of an 
eſſential Good: Charlot was neceſſary to his 
very Being, his Pleaſures faded away with- 
out her; and which was worſe, he was in 
Torture, in actual Pain, as well as Want of 
Pleaſure ; therefore Charlot he would have. 


He had ſtruggled more than was ſufficient :_ N 


Vertue ought to be ſatisfied with the ter- 
rible Conflict he had ſuffered, but Love was 
become Maſter, and 'twas time for her to 
abſcond. After he had ſettled his Thoughts, 
he grew more calm and quiet; nothing 
could now diſtmrb him, but the manner how 
to corrupt her. Ile was reſolved to change 
her whole Form of Living, to bring her to 
Court, to ſhew her the World; Balls, Aſ- 
ſemblies, Opera's, Comedies, Cards, and 
Viſits, every Thing that might enervate the 
Mind, and fit it for the ſoft Play and Im- 
preſſion of Love. One Thing he a little 
ſcrupled. left in making her ſuſceptible of 


that Paſſion, it ſhould be for another, not 


for himſelf; e did not doubt but upon her 
firſt Appearance at Court ſhe would have 
many Admirers. Lovers have this Opinion 
peculiar to themſelves, they believe that o- 
thers ſee with their Eyes. He knew that if 
ſhe were leſs agreeable, the Gloſs of Novelty 
was enough to recommend her; but the 
Remedy he found for this was to careſs and 
| pleaſe 
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about 
and 
any new Pretender. Few are willing to 
croſs a Firſt Miniſter, eſpecially in ſuch a 
tender Point, and wherein all Mankind are 


pleaſe her above all others; to ſhew ſuch a 
particular Regard for her, as ſhould frighten 


tenacious of their Pretenſions. 

He had obſerved that Charlot had been 
but with Diſguſt deny'd the gay Part of 
Reading. *'Tis natural for young People to 
chuſe the Diverting, before the Inſtructive. 
He ſent for her into the Gallery, where 
was a noble Library in all Languages, a Col- 
lection of the moſt valuable Authors, with 


* a Mixture of the moſt Amorous. He told 


her, that now her Underſtanding was in- 


creaſed with her Stature, he reſolved to make 


her Miſtreſs of her own Conduct; and as 


the firſt Thing that he intended to oblige 
Her in, the 'Covernante, who had hitherto 


had the Care of her Actions, ſhould be diſ- 
miſſed, becauſe he had obſerved the Severity 
of her Temper had ſometimes been diſ- 
pleaſing to her: That ſhe ſhould hencefor- 
ward have none about her, whom ſhe ſhould. 
need to ftand in Awe of; and to confirm to 
her the good Opinion he ſeemed to have, 


he preſented her with the Key of that Cate: 


lery, to improve her Mind, and ſeek her 
Diverſion among thoſe Authors he had for- 
merly forbid her the Uſe of, Charlot made 
him a very low Courteſy, and, with a bluth- 
ing Grace, returned him Thanks for thoſe 
two Favours he beſtowed upon her. She aſ- 
ſured him, no Action of hers ſhould make 


D4 | him 


80 The New Atalantis. Vo. I. 


Him repent the Diſtinction; That her whole 
Endeavour ſhould be to walk in that Path 
he had made familiar to her; and that Ver- 
tue ſhould ever be her Guide. Tho' this 
was not what the Duke wanted, twas no- 
thing but what he expected. He obſerved, 
that formerly ſhe was a great Lover of Poetry, 
eſpecially when twas forbid her; he took 
down an Ovid, and opening it juſt at the 
Love of Myra for her Father, conſcious 
Red overſpread his Face. He gave it her to 
read, ſhe obey d him with a viſible Delight. 
Nothing is more pleaſing to young Girls, 
than being firſt conſidered as Women. Har- 
lot ſaw the Duke entertained her with an 
Air of Conſideration more than uſual, paF- 
Honate and reſpectful; this taught her to 
refuge in the native Pride and cunning of 
the Sex; ſhe aſſumed an Air more haughty ; 
the leavings of a Girl, juſt beginning to be- 
eve her ſelf capable of attaining that Em- 
pire over Mankind, which they are all born 
and taught by Inſtin& to expect. She took the 
Book, and placed her felf by the Duke; his 
Eyes feaſted themſelves upon herFace, thence 
wandered over her ſnowy Boſom, and the 
young ſwelling Breaſts, juſt beginning to 
diſtinguith themſelves, which were gently 
heaved at the Impreſſion Myra's Sufferings 
made upon her Heart. By this dangerous 
Reading he pretended to ſhew her, that 
there were Pleaſures her Sex was born for, 
and which ſhe might conſequently long to 
taſte: Curioſity is an early and dangerous 
Enemy 
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Enemy to Vertue. The young CHarlot, who 
had (by a noble Inclination of Gratitude) 
a ſtrong Propenſion and Affection for the 
Duke, whom ſhe call'd, and eſteem d, her | 
Pappa, being a Girl of wonderful Reflection, 

| 


and conſequently Application, wrought her 
Imagination up to ſuch a lively height at the 
Father's Anger after the Poſſeſſion of his 
Daughter, which ſhe judged highly unkind 
and unnatural, that ſhe drop'd her Book, 
Tears filled her Eyes, Sobs roſe to oppreſs 
her, and ſhe pulled out her Handerchief to- 
cover the Diſorder. The Duke, who was 
© Maſter of Mankind, and could trace them 
through all the Meanders of Diſſimulation 
and Cunning, was not at a loſs how to in- | 
terpret the Agitation of a Girl who knew | 
no Hyprocriſy ; all was Artleſs, the beavti- 
ful Product of Innocence and Nature. He 
drew her gently to him, drank. her Tears 
with his Kites, ſucked her: Sighs, and gave 
her by that dangerous Commerce (her Soul 
before prepared to Softneſs) new, and till 
then, unfelt Deſires. Her Vertue was be- 
calmed or rather unapprehenſive of him for 
an Invader. He preſſed her Lips with his, 
the nimble Beating of his Heart, apparently 
ſeen and felt though his open Breaſt, the 
Glowings, the Tremblings of his Limbs, 
the glorious Sparkles from his guilty Eves, 
his Shortneſs of Breath, and eminent Diſ- 
order, were Things all new to her, who 
had never ſeen, heard, or read before of 
thoſe powerful W ſtruck from I 
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Fire of the two meeting Sexes: Nor had ſhe 


Leiſure to examine his Diſorders, poſſeſs d 
by greater, becauſe Modeſty oppoſing Na- 
ture, forced a Struggle of Diſſimulation, 
whilſt the Duke's purſuing Kiſſes overcame 
the very Thoughts of any Thing but that 
new and lazy Poiſon ſtealing to her Heart, 
and ſpreading ſwiftly and imperceptibly 
through all her Veins ; ſhe cloſed her Eyes 
with languiſhing Pleaſure, delivered up the 


Poſſeſſion of her Lips and Breath to the 


amorous Invader; returned his eager Graſps; 
and, in a Word, gave her whole Perſon 
into his Arms, in meltings full of Delight. 
The Duke, by that lovely Extaſy, carried 
deyond himſelf, ſunk over the expiring Fair, 
in Raptures too powerful for Deſcription, 
calling her his admirable Charlor ! hischarm- 
ing Angel! his adorable Goddeſs! But all 


was ſo far modeſt, that he attempted not 


beyond her Lips and Breaſt, but cryed that 
the ſhould never be anothers, the Empire 
of his Soul was hers.; enchanted by inex- 
plicable, irreſiſtible Magick, the had Power 
beyond the Gods themſelves! Charlot return- 
ed from that amiable Diſorder, was a new 


charmed at the Duke's Words ; Words that 


ſet her ſo far above what was Mortal, the 


Woman aſſumed in her, and ſhe would 


have no Notice taken of the Tranſports ſhe 


had ſhewn. He ſaw and favoured her Mo- 


deſty, ſecure of that fatal Sting he had fixed 


within her Breaſt, that Taſte of Delight 
which powerful Loye and Nature * 
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call upon her to repeat. He vowed he loy'd 
her; that he never could love any other; 
that it was impoſſible for him to live a Day, 
an Hour, without feeing her; that in her 
Abſence he had felt more than ever had been 
felt by Mortal. He begged her to have pit y 
on him, to return his Love, or elſe he ſhould 
be the moſt loſt, undone Thing alive. Char- 
Jot, amazed and charmed, felt all thoſe 
dangerous Perturbations of Nature that ariſe 
from an amorous Conſtitution ; with Pride 
and Pleaſure ſhe ſaw. her ſelf neceſſary to 
the Happineſs of one, whom ſhe had hither- 
to eſteemed ſo much above her, hitherto 
ignorant of the Power of Love, that Level- 


ler of Mankind, that Blender of Diſtinction 
and Hearts. Het ſoft Anſwer was, That 


ſhe was indeed reciprocally charmed, ſhe 
knew not how; all he had faid and done 
was wonderful and pleaſing to her; and if 
he would ſtill more pleaſe her (if there were 
a more) it ſhould be never to be parted 
from her. The Duke had one of thoſe; vio- 
lent Paſſions, which to heighten, Reſiſtance 
was not at all neceſſary; it had already 
reached the Summit, it could not be more 
ardent ; yet was he loth to raſh upon the 
Poſſeſſion of the Fair, left the too early 
Pretenſion might diſguſt her. He would ſteal 
himſelf into her Soul, he would make him- 
ſelf neceſſary to her Quiet, as ſhe was to his. 
From the Library he led her to his Cabi- 
net, where from forth his ſtrong Box he 
took a Sett of Jewels that had been her 
| Mother's; 
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Mother's; he told her, ſhe was now of an | 


Age to expect the Ornaments, as well as 
Pleaſures, of a Woman. He was pleaſed to 
ſee her look down with a ſeeming Contempt 
upon what moſt other Girls would have 
been tranſported with. He had taught 
her other Joys, thoſe of the Mind and Bo- 
dy. She lighed, ſhe raved to her ſelf, the 
was all charmed and uneaſy : The Duke 
caſting over the reſt of his Jewels, made a 
Collection of ſuch as were much more va- 
{yable than her Mother's; which he pre- 
ſented her with, and would force her to ac- 
cept: But Charlot, as tender and gallant as 
the Duke, ſeeing his Picture in little, ſet 
round with Diamonds, begg d that he would 
only honour her with that Mark of his 
Eſteem. The raviſned Duke conſented, con- 


ditionally, that ſhe would give him hers in 


return. 
After this tender dangerous Commerce, 
Charlot found every thing inſi pid, nothing 


but the Duke's Kiſſes could reliſh with her; 


thoſe Converſations ſhe had formerly de- 
lighted in were inſupportable. He was ob- 
liged to return to Court, and had recom- 

mended to her Reading the moſt dangerous 
Books of Love, Ovid, Petrarch, Tibullas, 
and ſome of thoſe moving Tragedies which 
fo powerfully expoſe the Force of Love, and 
corrupt the Mind. He went even farther, 
and left her ſuch as explained the Nature, 
Manner, and Raptures of Enjoyment. Thus 
he infuſed Poiſon into the Ears of the 
VVV lovely 
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lovely Virgin. She eaſily (from thoſe E- 


motions ſhe had found in her ſelf) believed 


as highly of thoſe Delights as was \marnad, 
her waking Thoughts, her golden Slumbers, 
ran all on a Bliſs only imagined, but never 
roved. She even forgot, as one that wakes 
— Sleep and the Viſions of the Night, 
thoſe Precepts of airy Vertue, which ſhe 
found had nothing to do with Nature. She 
longed again to renew thoſe dangerous De- 
lights. The Duke was an Age abſent from 
her, ſhe could only in Imagination poſſeſs 
what ſhe believed ſo pleaſing. Her Memory 
was prodigious, ſhe was indefatigable in: 
Reading. The Duke had left Orders ſhe 
ſhould not be controul'd in any thing : 
Whole Nights were waſted by her in that 
Gallery; ſhe had too well informed her ſelf 
of the ſpeculative Joys of Love. There are 
Books dangerous to the Community of 
Mankind, abominable for Virgins, and 
deſtructive to Youth ; ſuch as explain the 
| Myſteries of Nature, the congregated Plea- 
fures of Venus, the full Delights of mutual 
Lovers, and which rather ought to paſs the 
Fire than the Preſs. The Duke had hid ity 
her way ſuch as made no mention of Ver- 
u e or Hymen, but only advanced native, 
generous and undiſſembled Love. She was 
ecome ſo. great a Proficient, that nothing 
of the Theory was a ſtranger to her. 
While Charlot was thus employed, the 
Duke was not idle ; he had prepared her a 
Poſt at Court with Henriquec s Queen. The 
8 young 
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young Lady was ſent for; neither Art, Mo- 


ney, nor Induſtry was wanting, to make 
her Appearance glorious. The Duke awed 


and trembling with his Paſhon, approached 
her as a Goddeſs; conſcious of his and her 
own. Deſires, the mantling Blood. would 
ſmile upon her Cheeks, ſometime glowing 
with Delight, then afterwards, by a. feeble 
Recollection of Vertue, ſink apace, to make 
room for a guilty.ſucceeding Paleneſs. The 
Duke knew all the Motions. of her Heart, 
he debated with himſelf, whether it were 
beſt to attempt the Poſſeſſion of her whilſt 


ſo Young, or permit her Time to know and 


ſet a Value upon what ſhe granted. His 
Love was highly impatient, but reſpectful; 
he longed to be happy, but he dreaded to 
diſpleaſe her. The Aan ſhe had over 
bim was wonderful; he had let flip thoſe 
trſt Impreſſions, which ſtrike deepeſt in 
the Heart of Women, where to be ſucceſs- 
ful, One ought never to allow them Time ta 
think, their Vivacity being prodigions, and their 
Foreſight exceeding ſhort and limited; the fir# 
Hurry ef their Paſſions, if they are but vigo- 


r0uſly followed, is what is generally maſt. favour. 


able to Lovers, Charlot by this Time had 
informed her ſelf, that there were ſuch. ter- 
rible Things as Perfidy aud Inconſtancy in 
Mankind; that even the very Favours they 
receive, often diſguſt; and that to, be intire- 
ly happy, one ought never to think of the 
faithleſs Sex. This brought. her back to 
thoſe Precepts of Vertue which had em- 

_ belliſh'd 
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belliſhed her Dawn of Life; but alas! theſe 
Admonitions were too feeble; the Duke was 
all ſmbmiſſive, paſſionate, eager to obey, 
and to oblige. He watched her Upriſings, 
ſcarce could eat without her; ſhe was Mi- 
ſtreſs of his Heart and Fortune; his own 
Family, and the whole Court, imagined 
that he reſolved her for his Dutchefs; they 
almoſt looked upon her as ſuch; ſhe went 
often to his Palace, where all were devoted 


to her Service; the very Glance:of her Eyes 


commanded their Attention; at her leaſt 
Requeſt, as ſoon as her Mouth was opened 
to ſpeak, before her Words were half formed, 


they ſtarted to obey her. 


She had learnt to manage the Duke, and 


to diſtruſt her ſelf; ſhe would no more per- 


mit of Kiſſes, that ſweet and dangerous 
Commerce. The Duke had made her wiſe 
at his own Coſt, and vainly languiſhed for 
a Repetition of Delight. He gueſsed at the 
Intereſt, he had in her Heart, had proved 
the Warmth of. her Conſtitution, and was 
reſolved he. would no more be wanting to 
his-own Happineſs ; he omitted no Occaſion 
by which be might ſhew his Love; prefling 
her to crown his Longings, Her Courage 
did not reach to ask him that honourable 


Proof of his Paſſion, which tis believed he 


would not have refuſed, if the had but in- 
ſiſted on it. The Treaty was ſtill depend- 
ing; he might marry the Princeſs-Dowager; 
Charlot tenderly dropped a Word that ſpoke 


her Apprehenſions of it. He. aſſured her 


there 


Lady, of the 


tiation infinitely to his Prejudice. 


v 
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there was nothing in it; all he aimed at 
was to purchaſe the Succeſſion, that he might 
make her a Princeſs, as ſhe deſerved, In- 
deed, the Hopes his Agent had given the 
ke's becoming her Husband, 
was not the ſmalleſt Inducement to the Trea- 
ty; therefore he ſaid, he delayed his Mar- 
riage with Chariot; for if that were but 
once confirmed, the Princeſs (by reſenting, 
as ſhe ought, the Abuſe that had been laid 
upon her) would put an end to the Nego- 


Charlot, very well fatisfied with theſe Rea- 
ſons, and unwilling to do any thing againſt 
the Intereft of a Man whom ſhe tenderly 
loved, accuſtomed her ſelf to hear his eager 
Sollicitations. He could no longer contend | 
with a Fire that conſumed him, he muſt be 
gratified or die. She languiſhed under the | 

ſame Diſquiets. The Seaſon of the Year | 

was come that he muſt make the Compaign 
with the King; he could not reſolve to de- 
part unbleſs d; Charlot ſtill refuſed him that 
aſt Proof of her Love. He took a tender 
and paſſionate Farewell. Charlot, drown'd 
in Tears, told him it was impoſſible ſhe 
ſhould ſupport his Abſence ; all the Court 
would ridicule her Melancholy. This was 
what he wanted; he bid her take care of | 
that, a Maid was but an ill Figure, that 
brought her ſelf to be the Sport of Laugh- 
ters; but ſince her Sorrow (fo pleaſing and 
glorious to him) was like to be viſible, he 
adviſed her to paſs ſome Days at his 


| Vikla, 
till 
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till the Height of Melancholy ſhould be over 


under the Pretence of Indiſpoſition. He 
would take care that the Queen ſhould be 
ſatisfied of the Neceſſity of her Abſence ; 
he adviſed her even to depart that Hour, 
and fince the King was already on his Jour- 
ney, he was to leave her the ſame Moment, 
and endeayour to overtake his Majeſty. He 


aſſured her he would write by every Courier, 


and begg'd her not to admit of another Lo- 

ver, tho' he was ſenſible there were many 
(taking the Advantage of his Abſence) 
would endeavour to pleaſe her. To all this 
ſhe anſwer'd ſo as to quiet his Diſtruſt and 
Fears; her Tears drowned her Sight, her 
Words were loſt in Sobs and Groans. The 


| Dukedid not ſhew leſs Concern, but led 


her all trembling, to put her in a Coach that 
was to carry her to his Villa, where he had 
often withed to have her, but ſhe diftruſted 
her ſelf, and would not go with him; nor 
had ſhe ventured now, but that the thought 
he was to follow the King, who could not 
be without him. 

Charlot was no ſooner arrived, but the 
Weather being very hot, ſhe order d a Bath 
to be ane, for her. Soon as ſhe was re- 
freſhed with that, ſhe threw her ſelf down 
upon a Bed, with only one thin Petticoat 
and looſe Night-Gown, the Boſom of her 
Gown and Shift open ; her Night-Clothes 
tied careleſly together with a Cherry-colour- 
ed Ribbon, which anſwered well to the 
Yellow and Silver Stuff of her Gown, She 


lay 


90 


lay uncovered in a melancholy careleſs Po- 
ſture, her Head reſting upon one of her 
Hands, the other held a Handkerchief, which 
ſhe employed to dry thoſe Tears that fome- 


ſelf a little, at a gentle Noiſe ſhe heard 
from the Opening of a Door that anſwer d 
to the Bed -· ſide, ſhe was quite aſtoniſhed to 
ſee the amourous Duke enter. Her firſt Emo- 
tions were all ſoy; but in a Minute ſhe recol- 
lected her ſelf, fearing he was not come there 
for nothing. She was going to riſe; but he 
prevented her by flying to her Arms, where, 


Bed with Kiſſes; his Love and Reſolution 
gave him double Vigour, he would not ſtay 
a moment to capitulate with her ; whilſt yet 
her Surprize made her doubtful of his De- 
figns, he took Advantage of her Confuſion 
to accompliſh them; neither her Prayers, 
Tears, nor ſtrugglings could prevent them, but 
in her Arms he made himſelf a full Amends 
for all thoſe Pains he had ſuffered for her. 
Thus was Charlot undone! thus ruin'd by 
him that ought to have been her Protector 
ITwas very long before he could appeaſe 
her; but ſo artful, ſo amorous, ſo ſubmiſſive 
was his Addreſs, ſo violent were his Aſſuran- 
ces, he told her, that he muſt have died with- 
out the Happineſs. Charlot eſpouſed his 
Crime, by ſealing his Forgiveneſs. He paſſed 
the whole Night in her Arms, pleafed, tranſ- 


viſhed. Maid was not at all . 
25 
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times fell from her Eyes; when raiſing her 


as we may call it, he nail'd her down to the 


ported, and out of himſelf; whilſt the ra- 
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Extaſie and guilty Tranſports, He ſtaid a 
whole Week with Charlot, in a Surfeit of 
Love and Joy; that Week more ineſtima- 
ble than all the Pleaſures of his Life before! 
whilſt the Court believed him with the King, 
poſting to the Army, he neglected Mars to 


devote himſelf wholly to Venus; abſtracted 


from all Buſineſs, that happy Week ſubli- 
med him almoſt to an Immortal, CHarlot 
was formed to give and take all thoſe Rap- 
tures neceſſary to accompliſh the Lover's 
Happineſs ; none were ever more Amorous ! 
none were ever more Guilty! 

The two Lovers ſeparited, the Duke for 
the Army, Charlot returned to Court; where 
one of the Royal-Secretaries fell in Love 


with her, but his being of the preciſe Party, 
and a married Man, it behoved to carry 


himſelf diſcreetly. He omitted no private 
Devoirs to plea'e her, but her Heart entirely 
fixed upon the Duke, neglected the Attempt. 
She had made an intimate Friendſhip with a 
young Counteſs, who was a lovely Widow, 
full of Air, Life, and Fire; her Lotd pur- 
chaſed her from his Rival at the Point of 
his Sword, but he did not long ſurvive to 
enjoy the Fruits of his Victory: He made 
her Circumſtances as eaſy as he could, but 
that was not extraordinary, however ſhe ap- 
peared well at Court; knew the Manage- 
ment of Mankind, and how to procure her 
ſelf univerſal Love and Admiration. Char- 
lot admitted her tobe the unwary Confident 
of her Paſſion for the Duke; the Coons 


92 The New Atalantis. Vol. I. 


had the Goodneſs, or Complaiſance, which 
you pleaſe, to hearken to the Over- flowings 
ot a Love - ſic K Heart: She imparted to her 
all the Letters ſhe received from him, and 
took her Approbation for their Anſwers; 


that never dying Fire! thoſe racking Unea- 
ſineſſes! Languors! Expectations! Impati- 


encies! which the two Lovers expreſs i, 
were all Greek and Hebrew to the Counteſs, 


who was bred up in the fathionable way of | 


making Loye, wherein the Heart has little 


or no part, quite another Turn of Amour, 


She would often tell Charlot, That no Lady 
ever ſuffered her ſelf to be truly touched, 
but from that Moment ſhe was blinded and 
undone. The firſt Thing a Woman ought 


to conſult was her Intereſt, and Eftabliſh- 
ment in the World; that Love ſhould only 


be a Handle towards it; when ſhe left the 
Purſuit of that to give up her ſelf to her 
Pleaſures, Contempt and Sorrow were ſure 


to be her Companions. No Lover was yet 


ever known ſo ardent, but Time abated of 
his Tranſport ; no Beauty ſo ravifhing, but 
that her very Sweetneſs would cloy; nor 
did Men any longer endeavour to pleaſe, 
when nothing was wanting to their Wiſhes. 
Love, the moſt generous, and yet the moſt 
mercenary of all the Paſſions, does not care 
what he Javiſhes, provided there be ſome- 
thing ſtill in view to repay his Expence ; but 
that once over, and the Lover poſſeſſed of 
whatever his Miſtreſs can beſtow, he hangs 

bis Head, the Cupid drops his Wings, and 
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ſeldom feels their native Energy return, but 
to carry him to new Conqueſts. oy 

Charlot knew not how to digeſt this Syſtem 
of Amour; ſhe was ſure the Counteſs knew 


the World, but thought that her ſelf beſt 
| knew the Duke, who had not a Soul like 
| other Men. She ſaid, ſhe would, at his Re- 


turn, convince her (all Infidel as the was) 
that he had not the ſame Caſt of Mind as 
the reſt of his Sex. The Counteſs ſaid ſhe 
ſhquld be glad.to ſee it, but that he had. 
taken exactly the ſame Methods to make his 
Fortune. She would counſel her as a good 
Friend (if it were ſtrangely true that his 
Ardors were yet unallay'd) to puſh her 
Intereſt with him, that he might marry her; 
adviſed her to beſtow no more Favours 'till 
he paid her Price ; made her read the Hiſtory 


of Roxalana, who by her wiſe Addreſs, 


brought an imperious Sultan, contrary to 
the eſtabliſhed Rules of the Seraglio, to di- 


| vide with ber the Royal Throne.  Charlot | 


ſaid, ſhe would try what ſhe could do; at the 


fame Time ſhe received certain Advice, that 
the Treaty was broken off with the Princeſs 


Dowager, Charlot thought it was for her 


ſake, and from thence (flattered by Love). 


took it into her Head, that it would not 


be long before ſhe ſhould be the Dutcheſs 


of 
The Queen prepared a Ball to be danced 

the King's Birth 
be that of his Return from a fortunate Cam- 
paien. Chariot had, ſince the Duke's Ab- 
ence 


Night, which happened to 


3 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


1 \ 


ſence (to render her ſelf conſpicuous to him) 


a certain great Author calls Excelling in a 
Miſtake, She danced that Night to the Sa- 
tisfaction of all who beheld her; the Duke's 
Return and Preſence re-animated her; ſhe 
ſeemed born. to new Life, and more Viva- 


mance, and Joneg'd for nothing ſo much as 
to tell her he was more in Love with her 
than ever. Thoſe Duena's that guard the 
fair Maids belonging to the Queen, would 


in un-numbered Kiſſes and Joys! the Duke 
Propoſed to her to go down to his Villa the 
next Day, that he would ask the King's 
Leave to retire to put his Affairs in order, 


dy that wondered ſhe ſhould pay her Com- 
er Guardian, the Truſtee of the Family; 
all the Duke's Children careſs'd and loved 
Her, they even wiſhed their Father would 
marry her; for ſo it was received and be- 
lieved at Court, that ſhe ſhould be the 
Dutcheſs of They were no Strangers 
to his Love; he never pretended to alm: 
ble; but not one imagined his guilty Paſ- 
ſion had carried him that length it had. He 
was ſo charmed with her, that he told her 


ney to her Relations, and remain concealed 
near Angela, where he might have the Free- 
dom 
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been practiſing an Accompliſhment, which 


city. He was charmed with the Perfor- 


not permit him all the Happineſs he wiſh'd: 
How impatient they were to loſe themſelves 


and immediately follow. There was no Bo- 


is whilſt he was in the Country to | 


ſhe muſt reſolve to pretend a diſtant Jour- 
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dom of ſceing her twice a Day at leaſt, un- 
known to all the Court ; that if ſhe could 
devote her ſelf to ſuch a Solitude, he would 
endeavour to do all Things that were in his 
Power to make it agreeable to her. The 
Love-ſick Maid conſented with Joy; then 
was her time to puſh for what he poſſibly, 
might have conſented to, rather than not 
have poſſeſſed her undiſturbed ; but ſhe was 
afraid that: he ſhould think her Love was 
the Reſult of Intereſt, and believed ſo well 
of his Honour, as not to diſtruſt his Care 
of hers. e 5 
Behold her then ſettled in a pleaſing, So- 
litude, within a ſhort Mile of the Capital; 
the Servants that were put about her were 


all Strangers, her Name changed, and not a 


Mortal ſuſpected, but that CHarlot was gone 
into the Country to her Relations. The 
Duke ſaw her twice or thrice every Day, he 
ſometimes eat with her, and becauſe he 
could not be ſo often loſt without being 
found by ſome Body, they reported he had 
a new Miſtreſs, and had ſent Charlot away, 


Oe diſcompoſe her with the Report ; no 


Body could tell who the was, yet many pre- 
tended to have ſeen her, and even gave 
Deſcriptions of her Height, Features, and 
Complexion, all by gueſs, and not likely to 
agree; ſome would have her the Fair, ſome 
the Brunet, and not a few the Black Beau- 


ty: Every one ſpoke of what was moſt 


agreeable to themſelves, but a Beuty to be 


ſure 
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ſure ſhe muſt be, becauſe the Duke was ſo 
attached to her. 

Charlot, tho the poſſeſſed all ſhe could de- 
fire in the Duke's Company, yet had many 
Hours of Solitude upon her Hande : the great 
Hurry of Affairs, the Bufineſs of the State 


which lay heavy upon the Duke, engroſs d 


too much of his. Time. To alleviate the 


Pains his Abſence gave her, Oarlot beggd 


the Counteſs might be let into the Secret, 
to help her to paſs away, more agreeably, 


thoſe Moments that he was not with her. 
She urged this fo earneſtly, that the Duke 


knew not how to deny her, but bid her 
take it for her Pains, if ſhe one Day re- 

ented of it ; that if he was not miſtaken 
in the Counteſs, ſhe was none of thoſe few 
Ladies that poſſeſſed the retentive Faculty; 
but ſhould their Secret not ſuffer by her 
Tongue, (which indeed would be wonderful) 


her being known to viſit there, (as all Thin 85 
d 


of that Nature are quickly known) wou 

blow the Suſpicion of it abroad, to the 
Prejudice of Charlot's Honour, which was 
dearer to him than his Life. She might ea- 
ſily have believed this laſt Aſſeveration, if he 
had had any Senſe of his own, for there's no 


Body but what. would condemn him for cor- 


rupting hers, . | | 
Charlot could not evade her Deſtiny, ſhe 


would have the Counteſs with her. Pride 
concurred with Diverſion ; ſhe longed to 


ſhew the Counteſs (who had fo flender an 


Opinion of the Conſtancy of Mankind) how 


much 
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much and faithfully ſhe was beloved. The 


* Counteſs came, and they mer on both ſides 


overjoy d; the boaſted of her good Fortune. 
The Widow told her, All that was very fine, 
but why did the not think of marrying of 
him ? then they might be all Day and Night 
together, without Interruption, and hiding ; 
that other Diverſions ought to have their 


Turn with a Lady of her Age. Charlot told 


her, ſhe found all ſhe defired in the Duke's 
Love, and her Friendſhip ; the had nothing 
further to with, if her Ladyſhip would but 
have the Goodneſs to ſee her as often as the 
could, The Counteſs pitied the Love-ſick 
Maid, but finding ſhe was kg, exp re- 
ſalved to ſpeak to her no more of her mar- 
rying the Duke. She ſaw, by his Delays, 
that he did not deſign it, and looked upou 
Charlot as a pauvre Fille trompex. 

Almoſt the whole Winter paſs d away in 
an agreeable Cabal; the Counteſs had Wit 


enough, and a pleaſant Manner of relating 


Things; her Intelligence was univerſal ; 
ſhe knew all that was done both at Court, 
and in the City. The Duke, who came to 


unbend himſelf with theſe two fair Ladies, 
' ſeemed to reliſh the Counteſs's Converſa- 


tion: Not to diſgrace Love, he was ſome- 
times beholden to this gay Widow, for 
keeping up the Diverſion. *Tis not poſ- 
ſible always to make Love, or to bear up 
to the extravagant Height of a beginning 
Flame ; without new.Supplies it muſt decay, 
at leaſt abate of its firſt Vigour, when not 


2 Look 
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a Look, or Touch, but are Fuel to it. The 
Counteſs was not diſpleaſed at being heard; 
fhe remarked his Attention, ſaw his Eyes 
were leſs on Charlot, and more on her; that 


he would turn away, with a gentle Sigh, 


when the catched him looking at her; who 
does not know that undiſturbed Poſſeſſion 
makes Deſire languiſh ? Charlot believed 
nothing of this, but the Counteſs knew all 
the Maxims of Mankind. She preſently 
gueſſed how Things went, and was not ſur- 
N to hear the Duke tell the young 
Lady, that the Time drawing on to take the 
Field, he would have her think of return- 
ing to Court; but that ſne might do it with 
the more Honour, and free from all Suſ- 


picion of their Commerce, he adviſed her 


in reality to take a Journey down to her Re- 
lations, from whence ſhe might give No- 
tice of her Return, as if ſhe had been there 
the whole Winter. (Harlot looked tenderly 
upon the Duke, her Eyes filled with Tears; 
ſome Drops of Blood fell from her Noſe up- 
on her Handkerchief as ſhe was reaching it 
to her Eyes; the Omen ftartled her, ſhe 
was going to withdraw, to weep alone, 
when her Spirits failed her, and ſhe fell in 


a fainting Fit upon the Counteſs's Boſom. 


The Duke had Affairs that urged his De- 
parture ; He called her Woman, and left 
Her to their Care. Nothing is able to ex- 


wm the Deſpair ſhe was in, when ſhe 


ound he could depart and leave her in that 


Condition. His Date of Love is out, * 
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| the unfortunate Charlot; Oh Madam! that 


I had but believed you! What is to be done? 
Shall 1 ſee my ſelf complaining, and neglect- 
ed; ſcorned, and yet fawning upon my 
Undoer ? tho' my Heart burſt with Grief 
and Tenderreſs, Iwill never have that little 
Spirit. The Counteſs confirmed her in thoſe 
heroick Thoughts, and even adviſed her 
to depart as ſoon as ſhe could, and without 
taking her Leave of him: For if he ſtill 
loved her, that Indifferency would diftract 
him, and cauſe him to fetch her back; If other- 
wiſe, prevent her from being his Triumph. 
Charlot judged the Advice good, and or- 
dered all Things for her Departnre on the 
Morrow. She might, and ought to have 
gone early in the Morning, as the Counteſs 
would have had her; but lazy, lingering - 
Love, made her trifle away the Tune, till the 
uſual Hour of the Duke's Viſit. As he en- 
tred the Chamber, a mortal Paleneſs, and 
univerſal Trembling was ſeen in poor Char- 
lot. He tenderly ran to ſupport her. When 
ſhe was a little recovered, he ask d her what 
thoſe Preparations meant ? She told him 
twas for her Journey, as he had adviſe] 
her. The Duke told her he was glad of it, 
'twas prudently reſolved ; but he wiſhed, for 
both their Sakes, the would make no long 
ſtay in the Country, becauſe he hoped to 
be thus bleſsed again, before he departed for 
the Field. She burſt out into a Paſſion of 
Tears, at his Approbation of a Thing, when 
ſhe thought the Suddenneſs of it would have 

3 3 ſtartled 
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ſtartled him. Let us go, let us go for ever, 
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zi 
: 


(faid the, ſobbing) wy 3058 Duke, I with Þ 


your Eminence all Happineſs, wretched 
Charlot ſhall never diſturb it! Farewel, my 


dear Counteſs, I was born only to taſte, 


not poſleſs, the Sweets of Love and Friend- 
ihip ; Here ſhe haſted out of the Room, and 
got into the Coach that waited, without 
taking her Leave in Form, either of the one 


or the other. They made after her to the | 
Gate; the briskly ordered the Coachman to 
drive on, and with fix good Horſes was pre- 


ſently out of Sight, f | 
The Duke gave his Hand to the Counteſs, 
to lead her back into the Houſe ; they con- 
tinued in mutual Silence, till the Duke broke 
it by Words to this Effect. You doubt- 
“ Jeſs condemn me, Madam, for my In- 


ce would remove ſo ſtrong an Evidence as 
« your ſelf, by making you equally Waltz. 
2 e you are a Woman of the 

fully acquainted with your own Charms, 
and what they can do upon the Heart of 
ce others. You have Wit, underſtand your 


cc 


© own Intereſt, therefore if you have no A- 


verſion for my Perſon, *tis in your Power 
to do what you pleaſe with me. For 
« your ſake I have adviſed dae er ge to 

this Journey. I could not ſay what I would 
< before ſo troubleſome a Witneſs. I have 


good Nature, and could not ſee a Crea- 


e ture who loves me in Pain, when nothing 


E but Eſteem and Pity remain for her. Not 


« that 


„ differency to Madomoiſelle Charlot ; 1 | 


orld, Þ 
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ſuperior 


Charms ' have imperceptibly 
made their way. I had doubtleſs loved 
her a long time, if the Vivacity of your 
Wit and Converſation had not inter- 
fered: However, I will omit nothing for 
her Eſtabliſhment in the World. Her 
Fault is yet a Secret between us Two; 
and that i may bribe you to keep it in- 
violably, 1 offer to ſhare Intereſts ; what- 
ever is mine may be yours. Nay, Ho- 
nour as well as Intereſt will oblige you 
to it; for it cannot be unknown, that 
we ſee one another often at this Houſe ; 
when we are married, that will be ſup- 
poſed to be the Secret. Lis your own 
Fault if it be not done this Night. In 
giving you that laſt Proof of my Love, 
I ſpare both you and my ſelf the Trouble 
of Words. I have took time to weigh 
the Deſign, all Things plead for yon, 
Beauty, Merit, Senſe, and every Thing 
that can render a Woman charming ; 
whilſt 1 pretend nothing to plead for me, 


but making it your own Intereſt to make 


me happy. As I have avoided the tedi- 
ous Forms, by which our Sex think they 
muſt engage yours; ſo I beg that you will 


uſe none to me, that relate in any ſort to 


Madamoiſelle Charlot, which is a tender 


Point: 1 would not ſo much as remember 


(in the Joys I prepare my ſelf for with 


you) that there is ſucha Perſon in the 
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This Harangue put the Counteſs to her CHarlot 
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Reflections. She begg d his Eminency would 
be pleaſed to give her time till to Morrow 
Night, before ſhe pretended to anſwer him; 
and then ſhe would do her ſelf the Honour 
to expect him alone at her Houſe at Supper. 


The Duke kiſs d her Hand with a reſpe- 


ctive Aſſent to what ſhe had ſaid, then 


led her to her Chair, and departed to pre- 


pare himſelf for his Marriage with the 
Counteſs. $9; 

He did not fail to wait upon her at the 
uſual Hour: The Lady was in a genteel 
Diſhabile, even to the very Night-Clothes 
that ſhe intended to lie in. After a well- 
ordered Supper, ſhe carried him into a little 


Drawing room, and told him, in few Words, 


ſhe was ready to receive the Honour of what 
he had offered: His Inconſtancy had held her 


for ſome Moments in Suſpence ; but as to 


that, ſhe ventur'd to flatter her ſelf, that by 
_ religiouſly performing her own Duty ſhe 


ſhould oblige his Eminence to a Tenderneſs 
in his; and that as the Diſtance was ſo infi- 


nitely great, both in their Title and other 


Circumſtances, ſhe would not pretend to 
capitulate with him, but left all her Inte- 
reſt in his, as the beſt Hands, who was ſo 
much her Friend, as to raiſe her to a Rank 
and Fortune ſhe could not without the 
higheſt Vanity have expected. The Duke 
received her Conſent with a wonderful deal 
of Joy and Gallantry ; they were immedi- 
ately married and bedded. That very Night 
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| *twas known at Court, and ſome of poor 


Charlot's Friends did her the Diskindneſs to 
ſend the News of it into the Country, al- 
ready Heart-broke with the Imagination of 


the Duke's Indifferency. This but confirm- | 


ed-her in her Reſolution, of not ſurviving 
the Loſs of his Kindneſs. Her Solitude was 


Nouriſhment to thoſe black and corroding 


Thoughts that inceſſantly devour'd her: We 
may he ſure ſhe often exclaimed againſt 
Breach of Truſt and Friendſhip in the Coun- 
teſs, as well as Ingratitude and Faithleſs- 
neſs in the Duke. The Remainder of her 
Life was one continued Scene of Horror, 
Sorrow, and Repentance. She died a true 
Land-mark, to warn all believing Virgins 
from Shipwracking their Honour npon (that 


dangerous Coaſt of Rocks) the Vows and 
pretended Paſſion of Mankind, 


Aſtrea.] Your Story has two Morals ; one 
you have your ſelf remarked, The other is, 
That no Woman ought to introduce ano- 


ther to the Man by whom ſhe is beloved; 


& if that had not happened, the Duke had 


* not poſſibly been falſe. Thoſe dangerous 


© Intimacies diſcover Charms, which are 
© not revealed but by Converſation. I do 
« not ſo much condemn the Duke for quit- 
© ting, as corrupting Charlot; one is natu- 
e ral, and but the Conſequence of the other. 
& Methinks it ſhonld not be the leaſt Induce- 
« ment for Ladies to preſerve their Honour; 
© that let them be never ſo ill-aſed by the 
* Perſon that robs them of it by what Art or 
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* tence ſoeyer, though the World may 
** condemn and call him a Villain, yet they 
* never pity her. The Reaſon is plain, 
* Modeſty is the Principle, the Foundation 
ce upon which they ought to build for Eſteem 
and Admiration ; and that once violated, 
© they totter and fall, daſh'd in Pieces up- 
< on the obdurate Land of Contempt, from 
* whence no kind Hand can eyer be put 
forth, either to reſcue or to compaſſionate 


2 them. Men may regain their Reputation, 


65. 


Fa 8 


* 


© Cowardice, Robbery, Adultery, Bribery, 
* and Murder; but a Woman once depart- 
« ed from the Road of Vertue, is made in- 
© capable of a Return: Sorrow and Scorn 
* overtake her, and, as I ſaid before, the 
« World ſuffers her to periſh loath'd and 
« unlamented.” N 

Having done moralizing upon that Story, 
they followed the Lady Intelligence into the 
Palace. She aſcended the Stairs, and croſs'd 
the Lodglngs to the Apartment where the 
King's Body lay; but all there was a Deſart, 
the numerous Croud of Guards and Atten- 
dance, nay, even his menial Servants, were 
vaniſhed. They enquired the Reaſon of 
this: To whom Intell:gence, 


Intell.] Alas! this is nothing new; were 
you to peruſe Hiſtory, you would find fe 
Faithful to the Dead, I have read of Kings 
who have died in Peace, amidſt a great and 
flouriſhing People; yet have not found 
any to beſtow the decent Rites of Waſhing 
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or Covering to the Royal Carcaſe, till the 
Embalmers, who are paid for what they do, 
come two. or three Days after, to ſee if it 
be time for them to fall to work. The leſ- 


ſer follow the Example of the Greater; theſe 


run to make their Court to the new Succeſ- 
ſor, (whom, perhaps, they had not ſeen in 
an Age before, but en paſſant, for fear of 
diſobliging thr reigning Monarch ;) the lit- 
tle People, in that Hurry of Affairs, ſecure 
what they can get ; they know the Dead are 
rovided for, that they can have no real 
ants, and therefore never trouble them- 
ſelves to ſtay in a Place no longer ſignificant 
to them. This very Morning, the youngeſt 
and moſt beloved of all the Favourites; as - 
ſoon as ever he ſaw that his Maſter could not 


live, accepted of the Key he gave him to his 


ſtrong Box, to ſecure for himſelf, in Bills 
and Gold, Seventy eight thouſand Crowns, 
which was all the perſonal Wealth the Mo- 
narch was poſſeſſed of. His extreme Sor- 
row for loſing ſo good a Prince, did not 
prevent him from doing all that was neceſ- 


ſary to hinder the Money from falling into 


the Succeſſor's Hands, to whom of right it 


belong d. 
Were you to ſee, as 1 did, the great Croud 


of Flatterers that immediately flock'd about 


the new Empreſs, before the laſt Breath had 
carried the departing Monarch to the happy | 
ad 


Regions, you would have ſworn they 


ever tenderly adored her. She received them 
with à ſolemn 8 no way Aken 
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Methinks t'would have put them to a ſtand, 
ſhould ſhe have ask d how it came to paſs, 
that they could let her wear away whole 8 
and Vears, without once taking notice that 
there was ſuch a Perſon in the World ? Then 
when ſhe amus d her ſelf in the Nurſery, and 
at Cards with her Domeſticks, to paſs away 
the tedious Time: But this is the way of 
the World; all that's paſt of that kind muſt 
be forgotten. Count Orgueil has already 


touch d the Skies in his Imagination ; he de- 


pends much upon the Merit of his former 
Admiration for the Empreſs, and does not 
doubt but to rival the moſt Fortunate in 
Her Favour. For matter of Entertainment, 
the ſaid to him this Morning, after he had 
made his congratulatory Court, That ta- 
4 very fine Day. He anſwered, with a Pre- 


fence of Mind, and no ill Turn of Thought, 


Tes, it was the finejt Day that ever he ſaw in his 
Life. Seldom are Women renowned for 
Conftancy; but if ſhe do perſevere in her 
former good Opinion of him, now ſhe has 
Power, ſo to truſt and raiſe him as he ex- 
peas, will ſcarce be grateful to thoſe who 
- Jove Vertue or Moderation. He affeQs to be 
Head of a Party, which in a little time will 
be thought oppoſite to the pretended Inte- 
xeſt of the Court; then his Pride and Nar- 
rowneſs of Soul are intolerable. There is 
no Exceſs in vicious Love that he has not 
been guilty of, even to the loweſt and moſt 
deſpicable part of Womankind, and thoſe in 
Numbers: Tho' thrice adyantagioully __ 
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ried, to Ladies of Beauty and Merit, all of 
them, he has uſed two of them with very lit- 
tle Deference. IIl- nature is his Province, 
falſe Gaming his Profeſſion, farcaſtical Wit 
his Delight, Luxury his Practice, animated 
by Pride, and devoted to Covetouſneſs ; I 
never yet heard of any good or generous 


Action performed by him. 


Vertue.] Here lies the Remains of the 
Soul-departed Monarch, who after a Reign 
full of Perturbation and Anxiety, (applaud- 
ed by moſt, yet condemned of many) is 
ſummoned by Minos, to give an Account of 
his Adminiſtration. By this time he has re- 
ceived his Sentence, and knows whether he 
were in the Right or Wrong. Who can de- 


_ cide, if his Ambition, or Love to Mankind, 


were his chief Motive to Good 2 Would he 
have relieved the Oppreſſed, combated Ty- 
ranny and Arbitrary Government, ſo often 
hazarded his Life in Battle, if his own Par- 
ticular had not been involy'd with the Pub- 


lick? Yet ſhall his Memory be ever dear to 


thoſe People he has delivered, ranked among 
their beſt and moſt fortunate Monarchs, ha- 
ving fewer of their Vices, and more of 
their Vertues. War was his Pleaſure ; War 
was his Employment. Whilſt he followed 


the true Intereſt of his Country, at the Head 


of his Armies, he ſuffered two potent and 
oppoſite Factions to breakthemſelves againſt 
one another; calm and ferene, like great 
Fove upon Olympus-top, he wiſely involved 
himſelf with neither; free from the * 

f arts 
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Arts with which other Monarchs have been 
forced to cajole their People, he yet found 
the happy Secret to draw from them, with 
Alacrity and Good-will, more Treaſure, than 
in ſome Ages had been beftow'd upon the 
whole Series of Kings his Predeceſſors. Reſt 
in Peace, oh glorious Shade! May all thy 
Defects, as thou wert Mortal, be atoned 


for by thoſe Performances of thine, that 


were more than Mortal! O Aſtrea] may 
your Prince imitate his Conduct, Courage, 


Temperance, Fortitude, and Wiſdom ! and 
Jet us pray the Gods, that he have but part 


of his good Fortune! 


Aſtrea. ] But, my Lady Intelligence, pray 


what will become of the late Favourites, in 
this new Reign? | | 

Intell.) Why they will be Favourites till, 
It is not, as in former Times, when down go 
the Kings, down go the Favourites, They 
take Example by their Predeceſſor's Failings ; 
avoiding the Umbrage of great Crimes, they 
find little Villains to ſupport the Calumny 
of Male-Adminiſtration, who are perpetu- 
ally ſacrificed to their Safety; the Servant 
often dies for his Maſter, This is a new 
and wiſe Scheme of Management ; whilſt 
the Favourite takes care to get himſelf an 
Eſtate ſufficient to make him formidable 


enough to perſuade the new Succeſſor, and 


People, to leave him in Repoſe, there 
to taſte the Sweets of Eaſe and Plea- 


ſure, 


7 


er 
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Vertue.] Pray, my Lady Intelligence, let 
us have ſome of your Aſſiſtance, to explain 
to us that Parade that appears yonder. 

Intell) O, my good Ladies, if you pleaſe 
to ſtep into this Balcony, you will ſee it at 
your Eaſe; 'tis the Funeral-Solemnity of the 
richeſt Widow in Atalantis, that but fix 
deer or thereabouts, ſurvived her Huſ- 
band. e | 
Vertue.] A Widow, and rich, and yet die 

ſo ſoon! Was it of Love, Grief, or old 


Age, | 
Intell] Young and Blooming. IIl enter- 
tain your Divinities with the whole Affair, 
as ſoon as the Proceſſion's paſt. | 
Aſtrea.] There cannot ſure be greater Va- 
nity, than the Pomp they beſtow upon the 
Dead; tis all ſuperfluous. True Grief con- 
lifts not in Ceremony. 
Intell.] There's no ſuch Thing among thoſe 
that appear in theſe Cavalcades; there's 
ſcarce any of them that ever ſaw the Perſon 
deceaſed ; nay, often they don't ſo much as 
know the Name of him whoſe Corps they ac- 
company, or whether it be a Man or Woman's, 
Tis none of their Buſineſs, they are paid for 
what they do; a formal Caſt of Face, a 
Down-look, immoveable and demure, is 
all that is required of them. Tis true, this 
Pageantry is of no uſe to the Deceaſed, 
but it's an Honour to their Memory, and 
fhews the Piety of the ſurviving Friend; 
beſides, 'tis Magnificent, and the Comfort 
of many a Lady, and which often makes 
EY # 3 the 
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the Thoughts of Death leſs frightful to 


her, when ſhe but thinks of an expenſive 


Funeral, white Flambeaux, Chariots, Horſes, 
Streamers, and a Train of Mourners. See! 


there are Four and twenty that carry Ban- 


ners before the Body ; Eight leading Coaches 
with fix Horſes; the Herſe comes next. 


Can any Thing be more adorned? Gay with 
Eſcutcheons, rich in Velvet and Feathers. 


Methinks tis not ſuch a mortifying Sight; 
the Coaches and Chariots that follow ar 
numberleſs. 


 Altrea.) Where are they conducting the 


Body? 1 5 

Intell.] About ſome Two and twenty 
Leagues off. They would imagine the De- 
parted could not be at reſt, lodged out of 
its appointed Sepulchre. 


Aſfrea.] As if the next Funeral-Pile, or 


uncovered Earth, would not as well ſerve 


to conſume or receive deſpicable Clay: 


The moſt uſeleſs and affrighting Object, no 
longer a Part of the World ; what Nature 
abhors to look on, and what Mortals with 


all convenient diſpatch ſweep from out of 


both their Sight and Memory. 

Intell. ] Did Mankind confine themſelves 
only to what was neceſſary, reaſonable, or 
proper, there would indeed be no Occaſion 

or moſt part of the great Expence they are 
at; the Ore might lie at reſt in its native 
Bed; Navigation would be uſeleſs; Diamonds 
and other precious Stones, might be ſecure in 
their Quarry ; and the Seanot us «7 
oe? earls 
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Pearl: Since, in the equal Diſtribution of 
the Creation, every Country is ſufficient 
to it ſelf for ſuſtaining Life with Tempe- 


rance, though not with Luxury. 


Aſtrea.] The Funeral is paſs'd; an 


lantis. 


A Donative ſo much to her Advantage, 
"Ave her Parents the Alarm; her Mother, 
ike a wiſe and prudent Woman, after the 
firſt Guſt of her Sorrow was blown over, 
read her perpetual Lectures of Widows that 
were undone and ruined by marrying of 
Her Husband's Family 
were not at all pleaſed at the Diſtinction he 
had made in Prejudice to the Children, and 
probably were then upon the Watch, to find 
what they might have to object againſt her. 


ſecond Ventures. 


d we 
are now at leiſure to hear what you have to 
ſay of the Deceas d. 1 
I ntell.] I maſt begin with her Husband. 
His Pleaſure was in his Appetite, I mean 
good Eating; eminent for the Diſtinction 
of his Taſte, and a nice ordered Table» 
Wine, and the hotter Liquors, were the Oc- 
caſion of his Death; the Phyſicians vainly 
forbad him too liberal Uſe of them. He died 
memorable for nothing, but introducing a 
Boſom-Friend of his to his Lady's Intimacy 
and Favour, and leſſening his Childrens 
Fortunes to enlarge her Dowry. Iwas kind 
and obligingly done of him ; he could do 
no more but die quickly out of the way, 
to leave her the richeſt Widow in all Aa- 


The 
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The young Baron de Mezaray was of a 
very ancient Family ; but the too liberal Ex- 
ceſſes of his Forefathers, had extremely im- 
paired the Eſtate; he could no more main- 


rain it in its former Splendor : I here were, 


who loved to concern themſelves in the 
Affairs of all Men, that wondered he did 
not ſeek to better his Circumſtances, by ap- 
plying himſelf either to the Court or Ar- 


my; 1 it was not his Principle, or 
not love the Fatigues of the Camp 


he di 
or Cabinet. 
| Monſieur St. Amand loved nothing fo 
tenderly as he did the Baron; he would 
not by his good Will have breath'd a Day 
without him; he was the Zeſt to all his 
Pleaſures. Bacchus (as well as he loved 
him) had not his true Flavour when he 
was wanting; and one would think- he 
could have even ſhared with him the De- 
lights of Venus, by ſo frequently forcing 


him upon his Lady. He would tell her, That 


if there were any Thing ſhe could more ob- 
lige him in than other, it would be in ten- 
derly reſpecting the Baron, who deſerved 
Admiration more than all Mankind put to- 


gether; that this degenerate Age had no- 


thing elſe to boaſt of; for had not Nature 
put him into the World, we muſt have been at 
a Loſs how to gueſs at the Perfection of thoſe 
People of Vertue, that were born ſo many 
Ages before us when the World was young 
in Vice: he was indeed a true Copy of ſuch 
Heroes, whoſe ſhining Qualities all centered 

| | in 
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in him; his extraordinary Modeſty only 
kept him from univerſal Admiration, a 
Quality inborn to the moſt worthy; that 
when he pleaſed, it was but making himſelf 
known to receive the firſt Dignities and Em- 
ployments of the Empire; though the Ill- 
natur'd will tell you, 2 greateſt Merit, ac- 
cording to Monſieur Gouſt Agreeable, conſiſt- 
ed in being a bonne Companion, in know- 
ing when your Cray-Fiſh-Soups, Olios, Tu- 
Tin Fricacies, and other Elegancies of the 
Table, were in Perfection; which were beſt 
for a Preparative, which for a Digeſtive ; 
Spirit of Clary, Tincture of Saffron, Bar- 
badoes-Water, Perſico, or Leau de vie, avec les 
Fleurs d Orange. Madam de St. Amant had 
been married ſo young, that Love had no- 
thing to do in that Affair; Cupid was not at 
all neceſſary to a Match made up by Friends; 
however ſhe grew up with great Inclinati- 
ons to comply in every Thing with a Huſ- 
band ſo obliging: Wherefore we muſt not 


think it at all ſtrange, that ſhe ſo readily 


obeyed him in eſteeming the Baron. He was 
by Freedom of Coverſation let into a thou- 
ſand Intimacies, which gave him Opportu- 
nities of diſtinguiſhing himſelf, by a more 
inſi nuating Behaviour than was neceſſary for 
a Husband to have, who was much at Eaſe 
and in full Poſſeſſion of whatever a Wife 
can beſtow. Love (that dangerous Enemy 
of our Quiet, who ſooner or later forces 
every Heart by Experience to acknowledge 
him the Maſter) had a malicious Defire to 
| poiſon 
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oiſon that calm and innocent Manner of 
ife, between Monſieur and Madam S. A. 
mant: He tricked up the Baron in all things 
that could appear lovely to the Eyes of the 
Lady; dreſs'd up his Air with killing Smiles; 
furniſhed his Eyes from his own Quiver; 
begg'd ſome of his beautiful Mother's Sweet- 
neſs, and her beſt Water for Complexion ; 
ilfer'd from every one of the Graces to adorn 
is Favourite ; and even ſtole ſome of the 
Heavenly Ambroſia to diffaſe throughout his 
Perfon, fo that nothing appeared fo charm- 
ing as he to the Lady. I had forgot to tell 


vou, that Cupid, tho' he be not very good- 
natur'd, in Compaſſion of the reſt of the 
Sex, made theſe Perfections viſible to none 


but Sachariſſa. As to the Super-Ornaments 
of the Mind, they were not neceſſary in 


this Caſe. What have Lovers to do with 


Senſe and Judgment? Wiſdom was never fo 


much as made mention of in their Court of 
Requeſt: Brisk Repartees, ſome ſuperficial 


Sparklings of Wit, a well-turned Period in 
a Billet, an agreeable Manner of telling a Sto- 
Ty, No matter whether the Story be good or 
bad, eternal Compliances, inceſſant Flatte- 
ry, never-ending Praites, perfect Reſignati- 
on, and continual Importunities, are their 


Letters of Mart, and paſs better in Love's- 
Exchange, than fine Underftanding. 


Madam S. Amant, who was no Conjurer 
in unravelling Myſteries, though they were 
even thoſe of Nature, wondered what 
fort of new Gueſt ſhe had entertain'd ; ſhe 
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neither eat nor ſlept; a ſort of languiſhing 


Melancholy made her Days and Nights un- 


eaſy to her; Spleen and Vapours were then 
faſhionable Appellations for Diſtempers 
they could ſtrictly give no other Name to. 
If a Lady wanted Money for the Baſſet- Ta- 
ble, and her Lord refuſed her, preſently ſhe 
was troubled with the Vapours; if a Set of 
app to go to the Apartment, or Preſents 

or a private Favourite, ſtill 'twas the Va- 
pours; if ſhe was forbid the Freedom of 
a Hackney-Coach, with her Boſom-Friend 


the Mantua-maker, the Vapours were into- 


lerably powerful, and nothing like a Jaunt 
Incognito to allay them. In ſhort, poor Ca- 
pours was forced to father abundance of In- 
conveniencies. Madam St. Amant had re- 


courſe to them; fhe refuged, under the Ti- 


tle of Vapours, a Diſtemper all new and 
perplexitive. Signior Mompellier, the Wo- 
mens Phyſician, was ordered to fit in Judg- 
ment upon my Lady's Indiſpoſition ; accord- , 
ing to his Way of rambling, finding it lay 
chiefly in the Fancy, he began to entertain 
her with ſomething which he thought very 
diverting, his own Amours, and the Fa- 
vours that had been beſtowed upon him. 
Madam Str. Amant had indeed heard that 
was his Way, but had never proved it before. 


She afſumed the ſevere Air of a Woman of 
Honour, ſhock'd at the extreme Liberty the 


Doctor took in his Buffoon Relation. When 
he ſaw he had miſs'd of his Aim, and could 
not divert, he ſeriouſly adviſed her Husband 
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to take care of her ; ſhe had the Height of 


Vapours, which might degenerate into Lu- 


nacy. To prove this, he repeated thoſe 
Stories which her melancholy Spleen had 
been Proof againſt ; and becauſe the did 
not burſt out into Lavghter at his Jeſts, he 


concluded her mad; and yet this is the 


Firſt-rank d Wit of the Age. But fince I 


intend to carry you where your ſelves ſhall 


be Judges of his Converſation, I'll not fore- 


fall it by Deſcription. 


Still the poor. Lady lan uiſhed under 


this nameleſs Melancholy. Monſieur was 


good: natur d, and made himſelf trouble- 
ſomly officious; but all his Kindneſs but in- 


creas d her Malady ; every Thing he did was 
diſpleaſing ; ſhe had even a Repugnancy in 


her Nature at ſpeaking civilly to him; when 
he would touch her Hand, it redoubled her 


Diſtemper; but to kiſs her Mouth, was 
Vapours wrought up to Frenzy. She won- 
der d more than he did at this apparent 


'Diſlike ; he began in good earneſt to fear 


the Doctor was infallible, and that the 
would be mad. When he offered at careſ- 


| ting, ſhe would ſqueak as if the were poſ- 


ſeſs d. Love for the Baron cauſed her (with- 
out her own Knowledge) to hate her Huc- 


band; ſhe received him with Frowns ; an- 


ſwered him perverſely, and from the Pur- 


poſe; hated to eat or {leep where he was. But 


when the Baron appeared, 'twas the Reverſe ; 
ſhe ſmiled whether ſhe would or no; maugre 


her ſelf, her Eyes ran into a Dance of Joy; 


her 
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her Heart rebounded in her Breaſt; Spleen 
and Vapours were no more, her Converſa- 
tion took a gay Turn; the little affected 
Arts by which the Fair would inſinuate, be- 
came natural; ſhe new- ſtampt her very Air 


and Words; all that the Baron ſaid, all 


that the Baron did, was delightful to her; 
ſhe could ſit at Table, nay even eat, ſo he 
were but one of the Gue s; ſhe could re- 
concile her ſelf to Cards, provided he made 


one; nay more, her Husband became tole- 


rable to her in his Company: There was 
nothing to be ſeen but Smiles of perpetual 


Toy, whilft the Baron was by; but when he 
departed, all was Sun-ſet, or worſe, riſing 


Miſts, and cloudy Vapours. Her Husban 
(without any Reflection to her Prejudice) 
ſaw that nothing diverted her but the Baron, 
and therefore begged him, as earneſtly as if 
he were ſuing for the greateſt Good, to keep 
his Wife Company till her Health was re- 
covered, He did not in the leaſt wonder 
that ſhe ſhould think well of him ; he had 
endeavoured all he could to raiſe a Friend- 
ſhip and Eſteem in her; and becauſe he 
himſelf was never fo much pleaſed as when 
he was with him, he eaſily believed another 
might have the ſame Sentiments, and be as 
well entertained with what he found ſo 
diverting. = | 

The Baron was not ſo great a Novice in 
Love-Affairs, but he could gueſs who was 
the Occaſion of Madam's Diſtemper : 


v. 


Whether he prided himſelf in the good For- 
tune, 


— rr 
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mu, is not very material ; or how great 
the Conteft was between Friendſhip for his 
Friend, and Charity for his Lady. At laſt 
he concluded, that it was Height of Friend 
ſhip to have Charity; for by that means he 
ſhould preſerve and put out of Pain a Crea- 
ture that was dear to his Friend ; but the 
Difficulty lay not in his good Intentions, but 
the Manner of aſſwaging the Grief of the 
afflicted fair One. She had been bred up in 
a perfect Reſerve to all the World but her 
Husband ; the Offers of Love from another 
might probably ſhock her to a violent De- 
gree, and ſhould ſhe once take a Diſguſt, it 
- might re-call and fix her wandering Heart to 
its firſt Object; he therefore concluded it 


beſt to redouble, if poſſible, his Diligence, 


and to let Chance determinethe reſt. 

The Seaſon was come for going into the 
Country, the Lady's Want of 
to require it, but ſhe could not tell how to 
part with the Baron's Company ; not that 
the ſuſpe&ed the Foulneſs of the Infection; 
ſhe was pleaſed , without knowing what 
pleaſed her; the fluſhing Blood, obedient to 
the Dictates of her Love-ſick Heart, would 


immediately fly into her fair Face and Neck 


at his Approach; a ſort of ſhivering, an 
alternative of Heat and Cold would ſeize 
her, but ſtill this was but the Lady's friend- 
ly Diſtemper, Vapours; but ſuch Vapours 
that were not in the Power of Sal-Volatile, 
Sal-Armoniac, nor Spirit of Harts-Horn to 
cure; in vain did the Gentlemen of the By 
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culty ſit in Conſultation; the Baron had 
more Vertue than all their Medicines; and 


becauſe good Nature and Friendihip were 


his Talent, to oblige Monſieur and ſerve 
his Lady, he ſtirred from her as little as he 
could. But the Husband, who loved no- 
thing ſo well as his Friend, and his Wife, 
always made a third; the Debauch went 
round in her Company, tho' the would not 
ſhare in it, which was her own Fault, in 
not believing this Doctrine of her Maſter's, 
That the Bottle was a Cure for all Diffem- 
ers. 

F Still was the Fair ignorant of the Evil 
that tormented her. The Baron being one 
Day alone with her, ſhe ſaid to him, What 
melancholy Hours, my Lord, are Monſieur 
St. Amant and my ſelf going to paſs in the 
Country, unleſs you can have the Good- 
neſs to go with us? I do not uſe to ask Fa- 
vours of any one ; but I find you are fo 
neceſſary to my Diverſion, from this dange- 
rous Melancholy that has ſeiz'd me, in pity 
to my ſelf, I make you this Requeſt, By 
this fine ſet Speech, you may gueſs at the 
Lady's Innocence; the was not accuſtomed 
to read Books of Gallantry ; knew no more 
of Love than what ſhe got from Opera's 
and Comedies, where unleſs a Lady be in 
Love before, ſhe ſeldom makes Applicati- 
on. Thoſe of the Sex that have that happy 
Indifference, go to a Play but when *tis 
cryed up and becomes the Faſhion, and 
then only becauſe the reſt of the World 
Soes 


120 The New Atalantis. Vol. I. 


oes ſhell go for Company, to ſee if any 
dy have finer Jewels than her ſelf, to ex- 
poſe her own, and to obſerve the Modes 
2 | 
She even ſpoke to her Husband to en- 
treat the Baron to go along with them: He 
deſired no more; he was overjoyed at the 
Sympathy he found in his Wife's Inclina- 
tions; he bid her be eaſy, the Baron ſhould 
o with them. Then he fell to teizing the 
eloved, who did not want half that Court- 
ſhip as he pretended; where could he be 
better regaled ? Where could he live fo well 


as at Monſieur St. Amant's? Beſides, the 


fair Lady's Admiration and Pain for him, 
made him reſolve to pleaſe himſelf, and 
oblige her. They were no ſooner got down, 
but the Lady fancied her ſelf much better. 
The Reaſon was plain, the Baron was ſel- 
dom from her, and her Intervals of Me- 
lancholy were conſequently ſhorter, Indeed 
thoſe "tk that . they went a Hunting it 
went ill with her; then ſhe had nothing to 
do but to have the Vapours in Perfection: 
In ſhort, ſhe declared her ſelf a mortal Ene- 
my to that Diverſion, and obliged them to 
rye at home more than they would have 

One. 8 

A young Relation of her, named Berin- 

tha, to divert her ſelf and others, came 


there upon a Viſit, with an Intent to pals 
away the Summer; ſhe was very witty, en- 
tirely agreeable, full of Amuſement, and 

Coquet enough. She would. have thought 
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it a great Injury to her Charms, if any 
Cavalier ſhould not ſeem to be ſenſible of 
them; at firſt ſhe did not give her ſelf 
Thought enough to examine the different In- 
tereſts of the People ſhe was with. She ex- 
pected no great good (as to Matter of Ad- 
miration) from Monſieur St. Amant, who 
had never been in Love in his Life, unleſs 
you'll call it Love to be a good and kind 
Husband to a Wife that he had married when 
ſhe was a Child, and grew up with. Thoſe 
are tender Friendſhips, free from the Diſ- 
quiets, the Hopes and Fears for Poſſeſſi- 
on; calm are their Deſires, calm are their 
Joys ;: they may be well termed diſcharging 
one's Duty with a good Grace, wearing your 


Fetters with no Inclination to Freedom: 


But the fierce Delights, and ravithing 
Sweets of conſenting Love, after Toils, Aſ- 
ſiduities, Deſpairs, and ardent Deſires, are 
all foreign to a Ehmen impoſed upon us 
before we have either Age or Leiſure to 
defire him. But Parents think their Chil- 
dren can never be unhappy, if they do but 
take care of their Intereſt, - which is the true 
Reaſon that we ſo ſeldom ſee People of 
Condition fortunate in their Marriages, The 
Men ſeek their Diverſions abroad, and the 
Ladies often are not more innocent ; at beſt, 
their Husbands having Inclinations elſe- 
where, never fail to render their Wives 
miſerable. yo . 


. 


Be- 


* . 1 = TIE P — 3 
— — (27 BERL, ec  B —— — 
e : D N — 


. 
TED W9= 
; = 
— 
AS $4 


f 
0 
is 


es 


— > 7 _ "= 
22 1 2 J 4 
— 2 — - — —_—_ : 
- — * — — — * * 2 _ 4 4 
— 2 E _ * * 1 2 — 2 — — . 
2 — ä — ion — — — — ny —_ — - = 
a= = 4 ———— — — 2 — - — yg — — — —— - 
= b. — ——— — — . * eng a a. = _ - — 
— 


—— 0s 


— 8 
c 
* 5 * 


c * 


>, = * by 2 228 bn Ws 
2 r — — ” 
A - * ”s 4 — — m——_— 
= — = 
TS 
* 


122 The New Aral antic. Vol. I. 


Berintha having ſmall Hopes of being 
adored by one that preferred Bact hus to 
Venus, thought ſhe ſhould have a melancho- 
ly Time of it, if the Baron did not prove 
more ſenſible. Your true Coquets think 
all Pleaſures infipid, that are not mingled 
with the Pretence of Love: I ſay the Pre- 
tence, for their varying Tempers never 
know what true Love means. hat Pains 
will ſuch a one give her ſelf, to procure a 
little Flattery ? How indefatigable will they 
be, to gain the Offer of a vain taudry Heart, 
which they are ſure to deſpiſe if once it 


becomes their real Conqueſt? But if a Man 


of Senſe ever be ſo miſerable, ſhe is ſure 
to make him ſuffer, whatever Oftentation, 
Pride, and the vain Deſire of having the 
World ſee her ſovereign Power, can inflict. 
Berintha, being Coquet in Perfection, 
whenever ſhe ſpoke to the Baron, ſoftened 
the Tone of her Voice, call'd Smiles to her 
Mouth, and Dimples to her Cheeks; aſſu- 
med a dying Sweetneſs in her Eyes ; threw 
out the Bait with all the Artifice of a skilful 
Hand ; not that ſhe loved him, any other 
Man would have ſerved her Buſineſs as well: 
Her Pride was to be admired : She mortally 
hated that Lady, whom ſhe could not rob 


of her Gallant. Such a Solitude as Sacha- 


de at firſt affrighting to one of Berin- 


tha's Temper ; if the Boron had immediate- 


ly ſurrender'd, ſhe had changed her firſt De- 
figns of paſſing the Summer there, and gone 
to the Hot-Baths, where a much more nu- 
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merous Aſſembly promiſed her much greater 
Probability of Admiration. | 

Bur the Baron, grateful to the Pains Ma- 
dam de St. Amant felt for him, would not 
give into the Artifices of the Coquet, at 


(leaſt till he had ſuffered her to play all her 


Tricks over, and was come to the down- 
right Advance, of telling him, That his In- 
difference diſpleaſed her; nay (perhaps in- 
flamed by his Coldneſs, the Antiperiſtaſts 
had really warmed her) ſhe reproached him 
one Day in the Garden, after ſo gallant a 
manner, that he knew not how to defend 
himſelf, She told him, it was highly un- 
natural, in a Man of his Age, to let a 
young Lady paſs ſo neglected; ſhe would 
not believe that theſe were Times for Gen- 
tlemen to leave their Heart behind them; 
that ſhould a Beauty (as ſhe did not doubt) 
have engroſs' d his whilft he was at Angela, 
he knew better, than not to have it now 
at Command, ſince new Places generally 


produced new Conqueſts, to People of his 
Merit. 


Nothing could have been ſaid more ob- 


liging; he was very near being catch'd 
with it : At another Time, and in another 
Place, he would not at all have heſitated; 
that fair Lady, or any other fair Lady might 


have commanded him, as far as ſhe pleated, 


at leaſt to the extent of his Power, though 
he had even ftrained to oblige her. But he 


knew very well, that Coquets deſire nothing 
ſo much of the Conqueſt, as the Reputation 


F 2 ot 


—ů ůů 2 2 
- — 


* 1 
* 
. 
” N 
OY 
* i 
3 
A ; 
t 
: 1. 0 
' 8 
[1 
| N 
. i * 
N 1. 5f 
' 5. 
1 
4 1 
1 4:4 
on 
in 
l 
x {il 
ll 
1 
- 
l 


2 — — — 
— — — — r —— 
— 2 


: — — _ 
—— — a _ - a - * - ; 

3 ts . . KTK. - — 2 
— * — A - > boo « 5 _ — — 4 
a — 2 — ene —— TR — — — — — 

— - 7 —— — _ 4 
— — 0 ——_—_ — * 


3 4 
— 


3 2 


— . 
— ——— — 
— -_-- KL 


—— — 
2 >. > A 
— — 
— —— 


by yp " OE .- 5 gk a 
. EE nas —— — VE 
I - 2. 8 — 
: > - 
} — — — —— = —— = J 
— — — 


2 
— _— — 
5 — " * 
* — — — — 
7 9 * 4 


124 The New Atalaxtis. Vo. I. 


of it. It is impoſhble to have an Affair 
with any of that Stamp a Secret; they are 
the firſt themſelves in proclaiming the Ad- 
vantage they have over other Women : The 
Baron fear'd he ſhould loſe tender Madam 
St, Amant, her Virgin-Heart, her appropri- 
ated Kindneſs, for one that had not the 
leaſt Part of her Value; ſo that he did not 
know what to anſwer her. Berintha was as 
cunning as a Witch; by the Perturbation 
of his Mind, which ſhewed it ſelf upon his 
Face, and the Silence he held, her Eyes 
were opened in a Minute. She recollected 
with an admirable Swiftneſs of Thought, all 
Madam St. Amant's Complaiſances to the 
Baron, and his Aſſiduities to her; ſhe no 
longer doubted but that was the Myſtery, 
and wondered ſhe ſhould be ſo dull at un- 
ravelling of it; ſhe was ſure that Coldneſs 
could not be natural to him. O poor Ba- 
ron ! continued ſhe, with a loud 
Pity you; I ſee how 'tis with you, you 
_ afraid to make Madam F. Amant jca- 
ous. 

Madam F. Amant, anſwered he, with a 
ſevere Frown, is not a Subject for us to 
trifle with; her Vertue is above being cen- 
ſured by the Standard of others; if your 
Thoughts and Inclinations be gay, you are 
not to judge of hers by your own. No- 
thing could have been ſaid more diſobliging. 
It confirmed Berintha in her Suſpicions ; 


therefore to be revenged on them both, the 
was reſolyed not to throw up ker Cards, 3 
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ſhe had ſufficiently perplexed the Game. 
She feigned to be of his Opinion; that what 
he ſaid he was in the right of, for Madam 
Fr. Amant was a Woman of undoubted Ho- 
nour ; what ſhe had ſpoke was only by way 
of Raillery, to find-(it pollible) ſome Ex- 
caſe, tho never ſo improbable, for that 
exceſſive Coldneſs, wherewith he received 
the Favours which a young Lady (not wholly 
diſagreeable) beſtowed upon him. 
The Baron fell into her Snare ; he believed 
what ſhe ſaid, and to confirm her, ſpoke and 
did ſo many kind Things, as would have 


pIng one leſs acquainted with the World ; 


ut ſhe was too cunning, and knew whence 
they were derived. She hated being obli- 
ged to another, for what the thought her 
own due; yet ſhe feigned to give into 
what he ſaid, but violently (with a preme- 
ditated Deſign) oppoſed him as he kiſs d and 
pull'd her. He proceeded neither with the 
Reſpects nor Tranſports of a Lover: Berintha 
was not to learn to DE IG A at this time 
of Day, between the Real and the Pretend- 


ed; ſhe had ſo often acted her ſelf, that the 


ſoon diſcovered the Counterfeit in him. 
They had left Madam St. Amant upon a Bed 
of Repoſe, in a Banquetting-Houſe in the 
Garden, to try to get a little Sleep. Berin- 
tha did not think her ſelf half enough tum- 
bled, but with her little Graces and Affecta- 
tions, ſtill provoked the Baron to kiſs and 
teize her, which ſhe reſiſted as much as her 


Strength would 3 2 Warm'd by the 


3 N 
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ſoft Play and Touches of a young willin 
Coquet, he followed her in good Seren 
and pulled her down by main Force upon 
. a Bed of Greens, in an Arbour where they 
were, till he had almoſt kiſs'd and ruffled 
her to Pieces. 5 
Probably lie had made greater Advanta- 
ges, if Monſieur St. Amant had not ſur- 
priz d him. Oh Gud, Couſin, ſays the La- 
dy, getting up from the Baron (who did 
then let her riſe) was there ever ſuch a 
Brute ? He's ruder than a Bear! Ts this 
your modeſt Gentleman? 111 never truſt my 


ſelf with him again. Then bruſhing brisk- | 


ly by them, ſhe ran down the Walk, and 
ſtruck up another that led to the Banquet- 
ing-Houſe, all diſcompoſed and ruffled as 
ſhe was; and quite out of Breath with rut 
ning, ſhe flings open the Door in a pre- 
tended Fright, and throws her ſelf upon 
the Marble Floor, by Madam St. Amant's 
Bed of Repoſe; who did not fail very ear- 
neſtly to enquire the Occaſion of that Dif- 
order. It was along time before ſhe pre- 
tended to have Power to ſpeak; at laſt ſhe 
told her, the Baron had undoubtedly ra- 
viſhed her, if her Husband had not come in 
and prevented him. What became of poor 
Madam St. Amant at this Moment? This 
was the worſt Vapours of all! Her Blood 
ran to her Heart, and left her Face pale, as 
the dying or dead. New-born [ealouſy met 
with it 1n its Paſſage, and by a Fluſh of 
| Rage and Fire, returned it back in 5 
| cc 
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fe& Scarlet; it covered her Neck and Breaſts, 
as well as her Face, glowed over her whole 
Body, and roſe to choak her Words; ſhe 
could not bring out rhe-leaſt Syllable. Lord, 
Couſin, cry'd the cunning Berintha, (who 
had done all this to provoke her) are you 
out of your Senſes 2 What's the Matter with 
you > I'll lay my Life you are ſick of a 
Diſtemper you don't know : A my Com 
ſcience your are jealous, and love the Ba- 
ron. Here the infallible Lady prefled the 
Afflicted to ſpeak to her, but ſhe could only 
burſt out in a great Paſſion of Tears; and 
then twas all like to be well enough; noWo- 
man ever dies of a Diſtemper of the Mind, 
when ſhe can once come to cry it out. Berin- 
tha uſed every Art to pacify her, her Inſinua- 
tions were almoſt irreſiſtible. Madam &. A. 
mant was all generous and ſincere, far from 
ſuſpecting Artifice in others, ſhe never was 
her ſelf acquainted with any. Berintha had 
named to her that terrible Diſeaſe, which 
ſhe had ſo long felt, and yet could give no 
Name to. Jealouſy had diſcovered it to be 
Love; becauſe he never appears in a Place 
where Love is not. Jealouſy confirmed it 
to be Love; becauſe in a Moment ſhe paſ- 
ſed to an Averſion for her Couſin, who be- 
fore had been very well in her Kindneſs, 
What ſhould ſhe do? That airy Creature 
was Miſtreſs of her Secret, and would in- 
fallibly divert the Town with it ; what muſt 
ſhe do? She ſaw ſhe was in a Moment go- 
ing to loſe that long-valued Reputation and 
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Efteem which ſhe had been hitherto in poſ- 
ſeſſion of. But what moſt amazed her, was, 
that ſhe could be ſo many Months ignorant 
of her own Diſtemper. She hoped it was 
ſtill a Secret to all the World, but Berintba; 
that even the Baron himſelf was unacquaint- 
ed with it, whoſe Knowledge ſhe more 
dreaded than her Husband's. He had ever 
been ſo extreme reſpectful, that ſhe had 
reaſon to think him ignorant ; for few Men 
but grow preſuming, when they believe 
themſelves deſirable. ER 

Berintha favour' d her Modeſty, and gave 


her Time to ſet her Heart and Mind in order; 


for as yet ſhe had not ſpoke one Word. 
The Coquet had what ſhe wanted, and did 
not care, upon ſecond Thoughts, to be made 
a Confident, for fear it might be ſome ſort 
of a Tie upon her not to blaze abroad the 


Secret. Seeing her Couſin had left crying, 


and was fallen into a profound Reſvery, 
forgetting her late pretended Misfortune, 
as if ſhe * not been like to be raviſhed, 
nor no ſuch Thing had happened, ſinging 
a Tune in the new Opera, Ihe got up to ad- 
Juſt her ſelf at a Glaſs; but when ſhe ſaw 
what a Figure ſhe was, how tumbled and 
diſordered, ſhe burſt into a loud Laughter, 
tho'-not able to draw the Lady from her 
Cogitations: When ſhe had compoſed her 
Dreſs, repeating the ſame Opera-Air, ſhe 
went out of the Banquetting-Houſe, and left 
her to her ſelf. ü 
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The Baron, who had ſhifted off Monſieur 
St. Amant, under pretence of taking a little 
Sleep in that Arbour to recover his amo- 
rous Fatigues, no ſooner ſaw him return in- 
to the Houſe, but he aroſe, and, by a round- 
about Way, got to another Part of the 
Banquetting-Room, wherein the two Ladies 
were. He liſtned and heard Berintha very 
buſy upon his Chapter. This was exactly 
what he expected, but he did not know what 
to think, whether he ſhould be ſad or joy- 
ful at her telling her Couſin that ſhe was in 
Love with the B 
He heard the poor afflicted Lady's Paſſion of 
Tears, the Coquet's Endeavours to appeaſe, 
and draw from her the Confirmation (by 
Words as well as Actions) of that dangerous 
Secret; and in ſhortall that paſs'd till Berin- 
tha went out. He lean'd againſt a Tree, as 
if it were to weigh and determine with him- 
ſelf what to do; whether he ſhould leave 
the Lady to recover her Diſorder, by Time 


and Reflection, or offer his Mediation. He 


* 


aron, and jealous of her. 


4 


gueſs'd the worſt of her Diſtemper (if ſne 


really loved him as he believed) muſt be 


Jealouſy ; therefore he thought it but Cha- 
rity to eaſe her Mind in that particular. 


He fetched a little compaſs to bring him 


into the Walk which fronted the Door Be- 


rintha had left open, becauſe he would not 


have her think he had over heard them. So 


profound was her Contemplations, that ſhe 
ſaw him not, tho' her Face was that 


way, till the Noiſe he made in entring 


F 5 raiſe} 
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raiſed her Eyes, which were heavy and 
weighed down with weeping. He appear d 
ſo lovely to her Imagination, and ſo reſpeg- 
ful to her Sight, that ſhe bad no Inclination 
to receive him roughly. In the moſt infi. 
nuating and paſſionate manner he begged 
(without Interruption) a ſhort Audience of 
her; and tho', as he ſaid, it was what no 
Gentleman ought to do, to betray the Ad- 
vances that were made him by any of the 
fair Sex, yet he had ſo ardent a Deſire to 
vindicate himſelf to her, that he would ſa- 
erifice his very Devoir to compaſs it. Then 
he told of his whole Affair with Berintba. 
Coquets do not always appear ſuch to their 
own Sex, their free Behaviour is generally 
attributed to Youth and Gaiety, which 
3 may be innocent: This was what 
adam St. Amant always believed of her 
Couſin. But when ſhe heard the Baron re- 
port of the Advances ſhe had made him, 
and of her telling him that he durſt not 
take Advantage of them, for fear of making 
Her jealous; the apparent Deſign the had to 
| pet him to tumble her in that manner, on- 
y that ſhe might the better draw the Secret 
from her, by her pretended Diſcovery of the 
Baron's Rudeneſs : That Air of Truth with 
which he ſpoke, and her own powerful In- 
clinations to believe well of him, made her 
no longer doubt any Part of the Relation. He 
durſt not take Notice to her that he thought 
(by her Eyes) fhe had been weeping, but 
ſeemed contented to juſtify himſelf; wm 
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if there had been no jealouſy in the Caſe, 
he would have thought himſelf obliged to 
do, ſince no Man would deſire to be found 
guilty of ſuch a Breach of good Manners, 
as to attempt to raviſh a young Woman 
of Condition in a Relation's Houſe. 

The greateſt Part of Madam &. Amant's 
Uneafineſs vaniſhed with her Jealouſy ; her 
Heart aſſumed its former Tranquillity, (if 
there can be any Tranquillity in a Place 
where Love reſides ;) and yet undoubtedly 
there may be a Calm, when compared to 
the tempeſtuous Sea of Jealouſy. She beg- 
ged him not to diſquiet himſelf for what 


ſuch an unthinking Creature as Berintha 


ſaid ; ſhe thought ſhe ſerved him well to 
report what ſhe did of him, fince he would 
kiſs and teize her againſt her Will. She 
found it beſt to turn the Matter into-Raile- 
ry, but did not once repeat what had been 
ſaid of her ſelf, that was too tender a Point. 
They walked back to the Houſe in a perfect 
good Intelligence. Berintha met them with 


| ſome Country-Ladies that were come to 


viſit. She ſwell'd almoſt to burſting to find 
her Miſchief had no better Effect, no lon- 
ger doubting but the was made the Sacrifice, 
and that the Baron was as happy as Madam 
Sr. Amant could make him. The ill-Luck 
the had at Cards that Evening, gave her a 
good pretence to vent her Spleen and IIl- 
Nature. The Baron won, and did not fail 


_ (contrary to the exact Decorum of good Man- 
ners) to inſult a little: Berintha could not 
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bear it; there were a great many ſecret Re- 
proaches thrown out, which were under- 
ſtood by none in the Company but Madam 
St. Amand, and themſelves. 

Berintha ſaw the beſt of her Market was 
over at that Place, and therefore thought 
it high time to remove to another ; beſides, 
the long'd to be ruining her Couſin's Repu- 
tation, and proclaiming her Amour with the 
Baron. The World is ſo uncharitable to 
Lovers, they never will believe that they 
ſee one another without Conſequences : Tho 
nothing could be more innocent than Ma- 
dam St. Amant, nor reſpectful than the Baron; 
Berintha ſoon made it be thought other- 
wiſe. The firſt of theſe Ladies, warned by 
what ſhe had found of her wicked Temper, 
had repented thoſe dangerous Proofs of 
Diſquiets and Jealouſy in the Banquetting- 
Houſe ; but becauſe her Tongue had been 
filent, ſhe would have had it thought, that 
| the was only agitated by a prodigious Fit of 

the Vapours, fo that ſhe knew not what 
the did. Berintha was too cunning a Bag- 
wy to let this paſs upon her, though the 
too much Manners to contradi& her 
Couſin. The Ladies parted with a World 
of Indifferency on both Sides. It was worſe 
between her and the Baron; he goes a 
Hunting, and ſtays at a Country-Gentleman's 
Houſe two Days before ſhe went away, 
that he might be ſure not to fee her de- 


part, becauſe of being obliged to take his 
Leave of her; 
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As ſoon as Berintha was got to Angela, 
ſhe laid about her very handſomely, in re- 
ſpect to her Couſin's Honour; and not only 
made a Confidence of her Affair with the 
Baron to all ſhe met, but even told Madam 
St. Amant's Mother, (who was her near Re- 
lation, and enquired of her why ſhe left 
her Daughter before the Seaſon was over?) 
That for her Part, {he did not love to ſtay 
in a Place where People grew uneaſy ; ſhe 
could not help it, if the Baron thought her 
younger and more agreeable than her Cou- 
ſin; but that ſhe thought again her Couſtn 
was not over-prudent to publiſh her Re- 
ſentment and Concern to all the World ; 
neither did ſhe find it was ſafe for her to 


ſtay in a Place where her Honour had been 


attempted with ſuch Impunity. Theſe Re- 
ports were highly ſcandalous in the Ears of 
the old Lady ; ſhe did not fail to write: a 
large Sheet of Paper to her Daughter, ftuft- 
ed full of Reproaches for her paſt, and Ad- 
monitions for à better future Behaviour. 
Neither did Berintha's Malice ſtop here; ſo 
effectually ſhe purſued it, that an old blunt 
Gentleman (ſeverely diſguſted at what he 
had heard) by her Agent's I er 

riend 


he was) to adviſe him to take care of the 
Baron and his Wife. To | 
This fatal Letter found the Husband ill 
at eaſe, by the Return of a Diſtemper 
which, young as he was, uſed to afflict him. 
He could not believe what he read | os 
= ain 
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Pain of his Body then became little, com- 
ue to that of his Mind; it ſeemed to 


him as if he had awak'd from a Sleep of 
Poppies ; he could not but wonder how he 
ſhould thus long be blind, to what was fo 
clearly ſeen by the World. His Lady and 
the Baron had before employed their En- 
deavours to make him return to Angela, for 
better Advice; but this Letter only deter- 
mined him; he ſhould have an Opportunity 


of getting z id of that dreadful Friend from 


under his hoſpitable Roof. The Baron did 
not fail to accompany them to their own 
Palace, where he took his Leave at the Gate, 
with a Behaviour ſo tender and reſpectful, 


that Monſieur St. Amant almoſt juſtified him 
in his Thoughts. He kept the Anguith 


cloſe confined to his own Breaſt, not with- 
out a Million of Times accuſing himſelf, 
for ſo imprudently preſſing his Wife to 
eſteem the Baron; and yet he knew not 
how to condemn them: For ſince her ſelf 
had been we Peer with her own Diſtem- 
per, the ha 

ſought her Husband; there was nothing 
omitted by her that an honeſt Woman could 
do in the like Extremity. She maiter'd her 
felf as to thoſe Diſguſts ſhe formerly ſeem'd 
to receive from his Careſſes, and declined 


being Entertained by the Baron; the pre- 


ſeribed her ſelf a perfect Rule of Behavi- 
our, from which ſhe was reſolved rather to 
die than depart; and endeavoured to wl 

her 


more avoided the Lover, and 


GE 
com» 
ed to 
p of 
W he 
as fo 
and 
En- 
4, for 
deter- 
unity 
from 
n did 
own 
gate, 
ctkul, 
him 
zuiſlt 
with- 
aſelf; 
e to 
' Not 
- ſelf 
tem- 


and 


hing 
ould 
1] her 
em'd 
ined 
pre- 
lavi- 
er to 
ſtify 
her 


did not diſcontinue their 


were real 


Yor. I. The New Atalantiss 135 
her ſelf to her Mother, by informing her 
of Berintba's Malice. 
Since the Baron knew nothing of all this, 
he was as aſſiduous as before; and the 
World, who ſaw he was perpetually there, 
| nſure. Wine 
Monſieur St. Amant's Diſtemper redoubl- 
ed, he could not confine himſelf to Wine 
and Water, or Ptiſanes, as the Phyſician 
would have him 3 his Troubles of Mind 
ſeem'd rather to call upon him for higher 
Cordials, that he might drown the Memory of 
them. One Day, after a dreadful Fit, he 
cauſed his Lady to be called, and ask d her, 
if he had ever failed in a tender Husband's 


Duty? She anſwer d him in Tears, That he 
had not only exceeded all other Men, but 


even her own Expectations and Deſert, 
however partial fhe might be to her ſelf. 
He then asked her, (ſomething abruptly) 
how ſhe could excuſe her ſelf for fo ill per- 
forming hers ? At the ſame Time he gave 
her that Letter to read, which the old Friend 
had ſent him into the Country. She threw 
her ſelf upon her Knees, at his Bedfide, and 
fell a weeping, He asked her whether ſhe 

ly guilty 2 He could forgive her if 
ſhe would be ingenuous. Madam St» Amant, 


who was bred to hate a Lye, and held it 


unworthy to abuſe that generous Confidence 
her Husband had put in her, told him all 
what ſhe had ſuffered from the Beginning, 
to that preſent Moment: Berintha's Ma- 
lice, hex own Innocence and the — 
who 


* 
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who had never attempted any Thing but 
what might have been heard and ſeen by 

all the World. There's ſomething fo per- 
ſuaſive in Truth, that he was convinced. 
She begg'd him to pity what he could not 
approve- . It was not in her Power to ma- 
ſter the Paſſion ſhe had for the Baron, but it 
had been ever ſo from giving him any Teſti- 
monies of it. He told her, he did with all 
his Heart, and he forgave her ; nay, even 
returned her Thanks for ſo well diſcharging 
her Duty, when it was ſo powerfully op- 
E by her Inclinations. He wiſhed that 
he had ſpoken ſooner of it to her, that he 
might ſooner have received that Satisfaction, 
which he was now afraid came of the lateſt 
to him; that he believed it had precipi- 
tated his Death, which he found coming 
very faſt upon him. But to convince her 
that his Eſteem was ftill the ſame for her; 
He deſired his Will ſhould remain as ir 
was before this had happened; and ſaid, 
that he would even have alter'd it, if it 
could poſſibly have been made more for 
her Advantage. But having left her all he 
could leave her, though to the Prejudice of 
their common Children; he begg'd her to 
be contented with being the richeſt Widow 
in all Atalantis, without ever beſtowing her 
Self or her Fortune upon the Baron: Not 
but he eminently deferved every Thing; 
but upon account that it would confirm 


the bad World in thaſe Reports which the 
baſe Beriniha had ffread abroad, 1 
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St. Amant promiſed him more; never to 
marry again, tho it were ever ſo much to 
her Honour or Advantage. Tis poſſible he 
might not believe her in that Point, becauſe 
all Women aſſure their Husbands of as much. 
He ſeemed only to accuſe himſelf for fo in- 


diſcreetly introducing a Man of the Ba- 


ron's Merit to his Wife; and dy'd ſoon 


after, an eminent Warning to all Hus- 
bands from falling into the like Inad- 
He was no ſooner interred, and his Elegy 
publiſhed, but all the Town gave her to 
the Baron for a Wife. Thus they enter- 
tained themſelves at her Coſt, and Berintha 
did not fail, in all Companies, to report the 
Buſineſs as good as done. 
Poor Madam St. Amant, Heart-broke with 
inward Paſſion, ſtruggling between Love 
and cruel Decency ; full of Veneration and 


rel Tenderneſs to her departed Hus- - 


and ; aw'd and terrify'd by her Mother's 
perpetual Remonſtrances ; rack'd at the Re- 
membrance of the Baron's Charms, and 


the Promiſe ſhe had made Monſieur St. A- 
mant; forſook the Town, to retire to à 


ſmall Villa, where ſhe gave up her ſelf to 


perpetual Melancholy. Her Health was 
much impaired by theſe Conflicts of the 
Mind. She wou'd ſometimes think that ſhe 
was deſtin'd by Fate, to retrieve and draw 
the Baron's low Fortune from Obſcurity, by 
her Abundance; that he was rich enough 


in Merit to deſerve all Things. When he 


came 
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came to condole with her the Loſs of their 


common Friend, he allow'd much to De- 
cency, and in ſeveral Viſits ſpoke nothing 
of his own Pretenſions; but at length, ha- 
ving found the Time favourable, be began 
with an elegant Diſcourſe of what he had 
ſo tenJerly ſuffer'd for her: He pleaded 
Merit, from the Reſpectiveneſs of his Flame 
and unwearied Silence, and to hinder her 
from thoſe Formalities which might retard 
his Happineſs, he cut her ſhort, by telling 
all rhat 1 in the Banquetting-Houſe, 
and the Knowledge he had of that Eſteem 


ſhe had honour'd him with; but appeal d to 


her ſelf, if from thence he had ever aſſumed 
any Merit, ſo as to preſume to declare it to 
her. The Lady, in return, told him, with 
the ſame Sincerity, the whole State of her 
Heart; Monſieur St. Amants Diſcourſe ; the 
Promiſe ſhe had made him, and her Reſo- 


Jution to adhere to it. She bege'd him to 


ſee her no more, ſince it could not be ſigni- 


cant to either, but hurtful to both; aſſured 


him, that as ſhe did not marry him, ſhe 
never would marry any other; but what- 
ever was in her Power to ſerve his Fortune, 
he might not only depend upon, but com- 


mand. 


Her Mother taking the Alarm from the 
Baron's Viſits, never left teizing her, till 
the fell down-right ſick. She was continu- 
ally remembring her what ſhe owed her 
Children, and the Memory of her Husband, 


to keep her from marrying a Beggar, as _ | 
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call d him; how poor and ſcandalous it 


would appear to the Word; that ſhe would 
rather follow her to her Grave, than ſee 
her in the Nuptial-Bed, with one, whoſe 
very Acquaintance had been the Death of 
ſo dear a Husband, and the only Blot of her 
own Life. Unable to bear up under all 
theſe Diſquiets, ſhe was not long in giving 
the World a very ſingular Proof of Love 
and Conftancy, tho' the Enemies of the 
Sex do not fail to interpret it thus, Goſs 4 
I. in her Will, and you take away her 
ife. 

Acrea. ] Tho' what my Lady Intelligence 
has told us in this Story be entertaining, yet 
I find nothing in it of Uſe to my Prince, 
at leaſt till he be marry'd; unleſs it be, that 
he take care before-hand, to make his Wife 
in Love with him, becauſe ſhe, pill elſe fall in 
Love with ſomebody elſe, and fo far the 
Moral may hold good. 

Vertue.] We are far advanced in our 
Journey. Behold that goodly Temple which 
ſtands open: Shall we not go in, and pay 
our Adoration to Juno, to whom it is dedi- 
cated ? * 

Intell. ] The Fabrick is Noble: Caſt your 
Eyes upon the Elevation, what a majeſtick 
Height it bears, it ſeems to hide its Spire in 
the Clouds. Mark thoſe curious Images, 
the Carving, the whole Architecture is ad- 
mirable: As you enter you ſhall paſs thro' 
Columns of Marble-Pillars, numerous as are 


the Hours of one reyolving Year : Mark the 


Beauty 
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Beauty of the Windows; how various and 
Iively are the Colours, the Staining of the 
Glaſs; how fanciful are the Works of Mor- 
tals! They are numbered by the Days that 
Pheb#s counts in his Solar Courſe, and to 
compleat the Syſtem, equivalent to the 
Number of the Moons are the Gates of 
this magnificent Structure. The Founder 
was ordered (in a Dream) by Juno, to ere&t 
this Temple to her Honour ; with a Promiſe 
annexed to it, of enduring till the End of 
Time, that the Creation take a new Form, 
or be no more. The Foundation, (to make 
it more wonderful) is laid in Water, which 
is periſhing to all Things, but this Divine 
Fabrick ; there is not above fix Foot depth 
of Earth, all beneath is of the more liquid 
Element. BE 

Area.] Methinks T am not half ſo much 
fatisfied with the Devotion offered in the 
Temple, as with the Temple it ſelf: The 
High- Prieſt ſupine and drowzy, ſcarce at- 
tended to the Duty of the Place: He has a 
robuſt Apperance, is clad in becoming Or- 
naments; but ill he ſeemed to be little at 
eaſe, drowzy, and rather fitred for a Bed 
-n Repoſe at Home, than his Devotion 

ere. 

Intell.] That is, becauſe it was not his 
Time for declaiming to the People; then 


none more vigorous, fuller of Motion, ve- 
hement in Speech and Geſture ; he is ad- 
- mired and followed tor his Oratory: But the 
Snares of Beauty, (againſt which he * 
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been able to defend himſelf) Pride, Faction, 
and ſome other Vices, have dared to mingle 
with his Character; but the Reſpect I have 
for all that attend the Service of the Altar, 
makes me chooſe rather to conceal than pub- 
liſh their Defects. | | 
Aſtrea.] Methinks little of Devotion 
mingled among the Behaviour of the other 
Prieſts ; the numerous Train caſt their Eyes 
upon the Fair; they performed their Hymns 
as Things they had by rote, without So- 
lemnity, as if the Heart, nay the Mind, 
had no Part in it: In ſhort, J am diſguſted 
at the Coolneſs of their Behaviour; they 
ſeem rather to be paid for what they do, 
than to be pleaſed or affected, I will not 
ſay tranſported; as if the Service were 
only eſſential to the Body, not the Soul. 
Vertue.] Night has overtaken us; it will 
be inconvenient travelling, till Aurora re- 
turn: Cyathia is already mounted for her 
Journey, ſhe is ſeated in her Car ; behold 
her taking the Reins of Night, and admi- 
niſtring to the World, in the abſence of her 
Brother. This lovely Walk of Trees which 
leads to that Houſe before us; this Arbour 
and Bench will ſerve us to repoſe, till we 
can re- aſſume our Travel. | 
Aſrea.} I ſeea Lady coming towards u 
with a majeſtick Mien, her Face beautiful, 
her Motions genteel ; there is a Cavalier 
with her, who ſeems earneſt in perſuading :; 
They take the next Seat to us; we can at 
eaſe hear all their Diſcourſe, 
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Bar.] Why will you force me (my Lord) 
to give you ſuch a Proof of my Eſteem, as 
| muſt deftroy all yours for me? Can nothing 
elſe prevail with you to leave me in Repoſe ? 
Muſt I demonſtrate, as well as tell you, the 
Impoſlibility there is of ever touching my 
Heart? | | 

Count. ] Nothing leſs can precipitate me 
into that Deſpair which is neceſſary for 
leaving you in Repoſe. Quite bereave me 
(as you have promis'd) of all Hope, make 
me ſee that you merit not to be beloved, 
and this Ghoſt that inceſſantly haunts you, 
that gives you ſuch Occaſion of Complaint, 
may diſappear; but till then, permit me 
to wander on, not utterly 11 of Hope 
of one Day touching your Heart in my Fa- 
voOur. r 

Bar.] Tis impoſſible. I am my ſelf de- 
voted ro Deſpair. Oh, my Lord! let it not 
be ſaid, that one of ſo much Merit, as the 
Count of Meillers, employ'd it only to make 
an unfortunate Woman more unfortunate. 

Count.] J renounce any ſuch Thought: 
But charming Baroneſs! Why ſhould my 
Love fo prodigiouſly diſturb you? Setting 
our Perſons a- ſide, (there I confeſs it will be 
hard, in the whole World, to find an Equi- 
valent to yours; ) my Birth and Fortune 
may deſerve you. In this languid Retire- 
ment, you give up your ſelf a Prey to black, 
melancholy, ſplenetick Vapours, and talk 
of Deſpair, which never yet knew how to 
approacha Lady ſo amiable as you. 
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Bar.] Alas! How deceitful are Appear- 


| ances? I muſt rid my ſelf of your Love, 


tho' by it Iloſe your Friendihip and Efteem ; 


the Oath you have took to keep inviolably 
my Secret, will make me diſcover to you 
the only important Action of my Life: A 
Life waſted in Diſguſts, and not ſo much as 
chequer'd with Pleaſures; whilſt I am, by 
all thought happy, not deformed, young, 
| bleſt with the Smiles of Fortune, yet I find, 
and know my ſelf a Wretch : Permit me 
the Weakneſs of a few Tears, and then I 
will proceed in what you deſire. 


is needleſs to report my Birth to you; 


you know the Reputation my Mother had 
for Gallantry-; ſhe lived divided from her 
Husband; the Baron of Somes was reputed 
her Favourite in the higheſt Manner. He 
| was then paſt the Flower of his Youth, de- 
clining, 
firſt Thing I was taught to love, was the 
Flattery he beſtowed upon me : Flattery, 
the moſt pernicious Weed in the Gar- 


ut handſome for his Age. The 


den of Education! My Mother, betimes, 


accuſtomed me to hear Praiſes of my Beauty; 


the even beſtowed them upon me her ſelf: 


There is nothing more poiſonous for young 
Maids of Faſhion; they are thence early 


taught to believe well of their on Perſons, 


and contemptibly of others; eaſily impos d 


upon in the Point of Merit, they are be- 


tray d into a groundleſs Eſteem and Deſire 


to make themſelves adored. How much to 
. | blame 
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blame are Mothers, that heedleſsly paſs over 
the firſt tender Hours of their Children, 
without a true Endeavour to bend them to 
Vertue? Mine managed not her ſelf in that 
Point; ſhe ſaid and did Things before me, 
which, young tho' ] was, T ought for ever 
to be ignorant of. I ſpeak not this to ac- 
cuſe her Memory, or to excuſe my ſelf; to 
all others 1 ſhould defend her; but, my 
Lord, I would have you believe, that 1 in- 


tend nothing but Truth in my Relation, 
The Baron ever carry'd himſelf more regu- 


larly; in all his Viſits nothing came from 
him but what was polite : If he had any crimi- 
nal Converſation with my Mother, he took 
the utmoſt Pains to conceal the leaſt Ap- 

earance of it from me: He was a Man of 
Fs. had an elevated Genivs refin'd by 
Courts, where he had perpetually paſs'd 
his Time. In ſhort, why do I dwell ſo long 
upon his Character to you, that muſt needs 
have heard often of him, or at leaſt have 
admired him, in thoſe Pieces of his Compo- 
ſing which he has given to the World? He 
took upon him the Buſineſs of a Parent, 


gave me Inſtructions of Behaviour, Conduct, 
and, in ſhort, Rules to accompliſh a Maid 


of Faſhion. As I grew up, his Eſteem grew 
with me, and he refolv'd to divide me from 
my Mother, whoſe Education of me he did 


not approve, tho' he much admir'd her Per- 


ſon. By his Intereſt at Court, he procured 
me an advantagious Settlement about the 
Queen. Here it was that 1 diſplay d in Per- 
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fection, thoſe firſt Principles I had imbib'd, 


the Love of Flattery, and a greedy De- 


fire of Admiration. I might have prov'd 


| an accompliſh'd Coquet, had not Love touch- 


ed my Heart in favour of the Prince of 
Sjra, I faw him often at Court: His Em- 


| ployment about my Miſtreſs, gave him Au- 
| dience when he pleaſed; but 1 durſt not pre- 
tend to engage ſo elevated a Heart as his. 


My Fortune was to make, and tho' I had 


a little Pretence to Beauty, yet theſe are 


ſcarce Times (without a Miracle) that Princes 
(who have as much Occaſion for Money as 
other Men) take themſelves Wives of In- 
clination. About this Time my Mother 
dyd, and the Tears I ſhed for her, join'd to 
thoſe new Sentiments my Heart had enter- 
ined, brought me into an habitual Melan- 
choly. I declined all the Diverſions of a 


ſplendid Court; Praiſe nor Flattery no lon- 
ger pleas d me; I was no more a Coquet ; 


ſo true it is, that a real Paſſion extinguithes 
in us that pernicious Humour. I ſaw the 
Prince often, but, alas! he ſaw not me; 
that is to ſay, he diſtinguiſh'd me not from 
the reſt. durſt not tell him of my Love, 
becauſe he had none for me. After the time 
of Mourning was expired, much to my ſur- 
prize, the Baron of Somes addreſſed himſelf 
to me as a Husband : He made an Offer to 
ſettle his whole Fortune upon me, which 
was very conſiderable : By the courſe of Na- 
ture, he could nct long ſurvive; he was 
already paſt that * that is generally — 
35 te 


.- 
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ted by Nature for the Life of Man; and bow 
down by Diſtempers; tho' nothing could 
ſeem more prepoſterous, than his deſiring 
a Wife of my Youth. However, he repre- 
ſented to me ſo many Advantages to my 
Fortune, that I conſented to it, to the Ad- 
miration of the whole Court; who did 
not know the ſecret Hopes I had, to make 
my ſelf, one Day, by my Circumſtances, 
worthy of the Prince of Sira. 

After I was marry'd, my whole Endes. 
vours ſeem'd to be to pleaſe my Husband : 
I avoided giving him the leaſt Shadow of 
Jealouſie; went rarely to Court, and never 
without him; diſ-us'd the Opera's, and all 
publick Aſſemblies ; confining my Diver- 
ſion among the Viſits of thoſe particular 
Friends that he did not diſlike. I do not 
know but that my Conduct was generally 
approved of. I could, with the greater 
Eaſe, abandon Pleaſures, of which I had no 
Taſte, becauſe my Heart only regretted the 
Prince ; that Prince who, I every Day heard, 
was engaged with the firſt Fayourite of the 
Princeſs of [nverneſs. I ſecretly ſighed at her 
good Fortune! nor could the Guiltineſs of 
her Amour (for ſhe was marry'd) hinder me 
from envying her being beloved by the 
Prince. I did, I knew not what 1 did; I 
ran upon my Deſtruction, by making a par- 
ticular Friendſhip with her, where I had 
an Opportunity often to behold that dan- 
gerous Prince. After once or twice, me- 
thought he received me with quite another 


Air; 


was ne 
nity te 


the tr 
had m 
tractec 
leaſt p 
chanti 


Sincer 


deavo 
too p 
Princ 
haps, 


| allow 


the fi 
this 
ignor 
Ks” | 
Effect 
ſum'c 
Opin 


L. I. 
bow'd 


could 
eſiring 
repre- 
to my 
e Ad- 
10 did 
make 
tances, 


Endea- 
band: 
ow of 
| never 
and all 
Diver- 
ticular 
lo not 
nerally 
greater 
had no 
ed the 
heard, 
of the 
| at her 
neſs of 
der me 
by the 
did; 1 
a par- 
I Fad 
it dan- 
me 
mother 


Air; 


Vol. I. The New Atalantis. 147 


Air; that Face, which he had neglected 
whilſt I was a Maid, and no leſs a Price ſet 
upon it than a Marriage, became his Care 


and Admiration, now I was marry d: It 
was not long before he found an Opportu- 


nity to tell me ſo. I never, till then, knew 
the true Pleaſure of Words! How infipid 
had my Life paſs'd before? The Whole can- 


traced to a Point, could nor have made the 


| leaſt part of that Joy 1 felt, by his en- 


chanting Declaration. I had ever a native 


| Sincerity : Whether I did not enough en- 


deavour to diſſemble, or that my Love was 
too powerful for Diſſimulation, but the 
Prince ſaw I was eaſily charm'd, and per- 


haps, ſecretly condemn'd me for it, not 
allowing for his own ſuperior Merir, nor 


the firſt Wound of a tender Heart ; bur 


| this laſt Proof of his Charms he was then 


ignorant of, tho when he ſaw he was ſo 
well in my Eſteem, he preſsd me for the 
Effects of it, which he would not have pre- 
ſam'd to do, ſo early, if he had not had an 
Opinion of my Levity, took from the ap- 
parent Tranſport with which I received his 
firſt Confeſſion of Love. 1 knew not how 
to be angry when he ſpoke, leſt he ſhould 
ſpeak no more: I contented my ſelf calmly 
to refuſe him, without forbidding him to 
hope that ke might one Day be ſucceſsful. 
He left nothing undone that was neceſſary 
to make a Lady's Excuſe, for yielding to the 
Aſſiduities of a belov'd Lever; all was 
pleaſing to me that he either ſaid or did; 


G 2 our 
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our Opportunities were few, and never a- 
lone; twas that he requeſted : I had the 
Courage to reſiſt all his Efforts: I dreaded 
the Conſequence of ſuch a Meeting, till 
tired with that perpetual Conſtraint I pur 
upon my Inclinations, and wearyed by his 
Importunities, I promiſed him within two 
Days; and we took our Meaſures not to be 
diſappointed nor diſcovered. But the_ Day 
after this Conceſſion, the Baron fell dange- 
rouſly ill. I never ſtirred from his Bed-fide; 
gave him all that was neceſſary, with my 
own Hands; hedy'd ſoon after, in a perfect 
good Opinion of me ; and, as you know, left 
me in Poſſeſſion of a Fortune conſiderable 
enough to raiſe my Pretenſions, even to the 
Prince of Sira. The real Honour and Friend- 
ſhip I had for my Husband, even before he 
was ſuch, my Duty (which the Sweetneſs of 
his Behaviour, and extreme Kindneſs, had 


made eaſie, if not pleaſant to me) gave me 


a true Concern for his Loſs; and had not 
my Heart been pre poſſeſs d for the Prince, I 
doubt not but I ſhould have been much 


more inconſolable. As ſoon as I was viſible, 
all the Court came to condole my Loſs. I re- 


ceived them with a decent Sorrow, without 
thoſe Salleys of exceſſive Mourning ſo na- 
turally affected by young Widows; and this 
gave the World no ill 
ene or Sincerity. I was ſurpriz d and touch- 
ed, that I found not the Prince among thoſe 
who pretended to comfort me. Six Weeks, 
two Months paſs'd, but no News of my 
Lover. 
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Lover. I eaſily condemn'd my ſelf for that 
fatal Promiſe I had made him, which might 


give him too flight an Opinion of my Ver- 
tue: tho? I concluded with my felt, that it 


would have been Proof againſt all his At- 
tempts. I had, in my Mind, caſt about 
how to regain his Efteem, by an Air of 
Vertue reaſſum d; but his not coming broke 
all my Meaſures, I could no longer bear 


to live in the Uncertainty of his Sentiments. 


I writ him three Lines to intreat him to ſee 
me, at an Hour when there would be leaft 
Company with me. He came according to 
my Deſire; the Moments were favourable ; 
we were alone, and after the uſual Compli- 
ments paſt, I gently reproach d him for leau- 
ing me ſo long in my Affliction, without 
attempting to alleviate it, tho he knew that 
it was in his, and no one's Power beſides, 
todo it. I found his Pride had been a little 
piqu'd at my not meeting him according to 
my Promiſe ; but I immediately cleared my 
ſelf, by proving to him how ill the Baron 
was at that Time. We were reconciled, and 
he renewed his Pretenſions to me: Had 1 
not been wilfully blind, I muſt needs have 
concluded he could not love me very much, 


who could live ſo long and not tell me of - 


it. However, my Heart was for him, and 
Reaſon would in vain have attempted to 


have made a Party againſt him. When he 


preſs d for Favours, I inſiſted upon Marriage. 
He ſeemed really fond of me, and 1 was 
reſolved not to ſtoop to him upon lower 

22.3 Terms, 
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Terms, now I had a Fortune to deſerve 
Him. He came over to mine, ſeeing he 
could not gain me to his, There was no De. 
lays for a Paſſion ſo ardent as the Prince's 
ſeemed to be. 1 had been but three Months 
a Widow: The time was indecent: What 
ſhould we do? A private Marriage, in an 
Age like this, would not long have been 
ſuch: I was afraid of being ridiculed at 
Court, for one of thoſe haſty Widows, who 
ſecure themſelves of a new Husband, before 
the old one is ſcarce Cold. Oh how foolith 
were my Scruples ! How much wiſer had ! 
been, no have riſqued a little Tattle, than 
have loſt my whole Repoſe and my Honour 
together? The Prince was eager for what 
he call'd Happineſs ; my own Deſires plead- 
ed for him ; acurſed Medium was found to 
prevent the Diſcourſe of rhe World, and 
undo me; we were ſolemnly contracted by 
Words and Writing, before a Woman of 
my Bed-chamber, who was faithful to me: 
That done, I received him without Scruple 
to my Arms; but long I could not holl 
him there ; a Diſguſt he both gave and re- 
ceived at Court, (of which it is not neceſ- 
fary I ſhould inform you) made him re- 
ſolve to travel. 1 was all in Confuſion 


(ſucceeded by Deſpair) when he mentioned 
it to meas a Thing reſolved on. In fhort, 
amidſt my Sorrows, Swoonings, Exclama- 
tions, unfeigned Tears, and bitter Anguiſh, 
he took his Leave of me, with a Promiſe to 
return before my Years of Mourning were 
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| expired, Baſe and perfidious Hausband! it 
was not ſo much from the Court, as me, 
that he ran away. Pierced to the Heart by his 
Unkindneſs! Diſtracted by flighted Love 


and Deſpair ! I retired to this ſolitary Houſe, 


where Time and Reaſon, together with his 
Ingratitude, in never Writing to me for 
Vears, has reſtor d me a little to my Sen- 
ſes. | | | 


The only Thing which diſturb'd my Tran- 


| quillity, was your Addreſſes. I ſaw you as 
a a Nejghbonr and Friend; you have Senſe ; 
your Converſation is polite ; I thought my 
ſelf happy in the Friendſhip of a Perſon of 


your Merit ; but you put an end to my Plea- 


| ſure, by declaring your ſelf my Lover; I 
| was alarm'd at your Aſſiduities; you did 
more than was neceſſary to convince me of 


your Sincerity: I choſe to uſe you nobly, as 


| you had done me, and to free my ſelf from 


the juſt Cenſure of having ſo ill a Taſte, as 
to refuſe a Perſon of ſuch accompliſhed Me- 
rit ; 1 have let you ſee all my Weakneſs, 


by telling you the important Secret of my 


Life. WhulRt all Angela is ſeeking in vain 
for Reaſons, why 1 ſhould retire from the 
Court, and Converſation, :o bury my felt 
here in Melancholy and Obſcurity in my 
Bloom of Youth; you are the only Perſon 
acquainted with the true Cauſe of an Action, 
condemn'd by moſt, wonder'd at by all, 

and but by few applauded. _ 
Count.] Tho' you have told me too much, 
Madam, have you no more to tell me? Or 
64 will 
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will you tell me no more? What you have 
ſaid, indeed is enough to drive me into De- 
ſpair, but not to compleat your Relation. 
Bar.] Alas! What can I ſay more? have 
contracted my own Suffering 
my Diſquiets, my Loſs of Reſt, and perpe- 
tual Exclaimings, for fear of wearying of 
you with them. Of the Prince I can give 
you no other Account, than what we have 
| from the Publick; he made the Tour of 
German), Great Britain, France, and Itah; 
our laſt Advices ſpoke him at Bruſſels poſſibly 
upon his Return for 
Why do | flatter my ſe 
Hopes? He that left it only to avoid me! Me! 
whom he hates to ſuch à ſuperlative De- 
gree, as to live a baniſhed Man, a volun- 
tary Exile from his Country, rather than 
make happy, by his Preſence, a Wife that 
adores him; a Wife, whoſe 
yer ſenſible but for him: a tender Wife, 
who waſtes her Bloom in perpetual Soli- 
tude and Tears, regretting his Abſence. 
Count. ] And is this all the Relation you 
think fit to give me of the Prince > How 
little ſincere are you? Or perhaps, in- 
ignorant of your Miſ- 


my Tears, 


Oh Heavens 
with ſuch pleaſing 


cart was ne- 


deed, you may be 


Bar.] What mean you, my Lord? A 
Having told you a Secret the moſt material, 
do you believe J have left any Thing mate- 
rial untold ? O, I perceive you! You know 
well the Jealouſy of my Temper, and would 
alarm it ; you have ſucceeded ; at this 
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ment the Furies are entered; my Breaſt is 

lowing with Doubts, Suſpicions, 5 
. and horrid Diſtruſt; but ſince Uncer- 
tainty is the worſt of Torments, 1 conjure 
you, (by all your former Kindneſs) to re- 
late to me what you have heard of the 
Prince. 

Count. ] Is it poſſible you can be ignorant 
of what Rumour has ſo confidently pro- 
claim'd ? He is married . 

Bar.] O Heavens ! — But go on: 1 
wonder at nothing villainous in Mankind: 
My Solitude, and Reſignation to the Gods, 
have taught me to receive all Things with 
Moderation; my Heart is in an abſolute: 
Contempt, for a Prince ſo void of Grati- 
tude, Principles,. or Religion. 

Count. ] J am pleaſed to ſee you receive as 


you ought fo terrible a Stroke; but you 


will more deſpiſe him, when you know 
whom he has married, and how ſufficiently 
you are revenged.. I is a Lady without any 


Advantages but Birth; paſt her Youth, ne- 


ver a Beauty, and now very Ugly, with a 
moſt monſtrous Air in her Dreſs, her Mien, 
and impudent Behaviour; Miſtreſs of a pro- 
digious Aſſurance, which carries her beyond 
the Limits of Modeſty in her bare-faced bold 
Diſcourſe as well as Actions: No Fortune, 
and has. been long in vain endeavouring to 
make her ſelf One, by her Addreſs and 
Converſation, wherein conſiſts all her pre-. 
tended Charms, tho? there is neither ſudge- 
ment nor Depth found in it; a flaſhy: Re- 

6 5 parteez, 
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partee, a Wit that permits it ſelf to ſay 


every Thing, muſt ſometimes ſay ſomerhin 
to the Purpoſe, and eaſily finds Applauf 
among the unthinking Men of Quality, who 
having in themſelves no Foundation, never 
look for it in others. She had, for more than 
thirty Years together, ſat every Night in 
vain at the Baſſet-Table, at her Aunt's (who 
is a Woman of Quality, that holds Aſſem- 
blies for noble Foreigners, and others of 
the ſame Rank of her own Nation) without 
having the good Luck to engage any to her 
Advantage, till the Prince of Sira came a- 
mong them. There are who want to give 
themſelves Reaſon for all Things, (not con- 
ſidering Men often act without it) and re- 
port that the Prince only deſign d an Affair 
of Gallantry, but was over-reach'd by her 
two Brothers, and compelled to marry her ; 
but I find no other Ground for this Story, 


but the Lady's Want of Youth and Fortune. 


He is exceſſively fond of her; they are upon 


heir Voyage for Atalantis; Notice is already 


iven of his Return, and 'tis only to your 
Solitude that l muſt attribute your Ignorance 
of an Affair, which has found matter of En- 
rertainment for the whole Court. The new 
Princeſs, it is faid, carefles thoſe of our 
Nation whom ſhe meets Abroad; and by 
her Induſtry and Intelligence has furniſhed 
Her ſelf with the Hiſtory of all our People 
of Condition ; ſhe pretends only tobe ſhewn 
a Perſon, and then immediately to diſcourſe 


him, with as much Knowledge and Addreſs 
as 
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as if ſhe had been born and bred in the ſame 
Family with him. This is all that I find 
wonderful in her Character; but whether 
this exceſſive Boldneſs and Curioſity be an 


Ingredient of Vertue, 1 leave to others to 


man's Merit more in her Wit and Tongue, 


her Aſſurance and Talkativeneſs, than her 


Modeſty and Silence. 

Bar.] Does the Traitor with Impunity 
dare to think he may live in a Place where 
he has ſo potently injured a Woman like 
me? ——— = Help me, my Lord, I am 
undone with this laſt Shock: How neceſſary 
is a faithful Friend's Advice! Paſſion miſ- 
guides me; that Calmneſs I boaſted of va- 
niſhes; my Heart is upon the Hurry ; all 
Things are in utmoſt Contalion and Diſor- 
der within; I would keep my Glory, and 


yet be revenged; puniſh him, yet preſerve 


my Reputation. | 
Count.] Your beſt Way will be to do no- 
thing · You can pretend but to a Contract, 
which tho' prior, is not ſo binding as the 
Ceremony it ſelf : He will undoubtedly op- 
poſe your Pretenſions, to the prejudice of” 
your Fame; for unlefs he can wound that, 
he muſt himſelf be wounded. The World 
who are not in Paſſion when they are N 
of yours, will condemn you for too haſtily 
believing what you deſired, and for truſting 
a Man upon his Promiſe: There's ſomething 
unaccountable, tis one of the Arcana's: 4 
Nature not yet found out, why oùr Sex cool, 
and 


—_ 
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and neglect yours after Poſſeſſion, and never 
(if we can avoid it, and have our Senſes 
about us) chuſe our ſelves Wives from thoſe 
who have moſt obliged us: Tis, I confeſs, 
the grand Specifick of Ingratitude ; but it 
ſeems ſo in- born in all, that I wonder there 
are ſtil] found Women to confide in our 
Falſe Oaths and Promiſes, and that Mothers 
do not early, as they ought, warn their 
Ma e from Love and Flattery, 
the Rocks upon which the moſt deſerving 
are generally loft, Chaſtity is recommend- 
ed as the greateft Ornament of your Sex, 
as Valour is of ours, becauſe of the Diffi- 
culty there is in maintaining the Character; 
tho' I do not think the Compariſon equal, 
becauſe Courage we ſee in-born to many, 
whilſt Chaſtity muſt be acquired, becauſe it 
moves directly againſt the prior Law of Na- 
ture, and has the whole Artillery of Venus 
to contend againſt. | 
I count you extremely happy in the midR 
of your Misfortunes, that your Secret is 
unknown. What pity it is Inclinations ſo 
noble as yours, wanted the firſt Principle to 
ſupport them, and that your Education did 
not enough arm you againſt the too. haſty 
Impreſſions of Love, till Gratitude and 
true Merit, inthe Perſon that you ſhould be 
beloved by, might make your Flame not 
only warrantable but meritorious : But theſe 
Reflections are of the lateſt. 1 much more 
wonder (conſidering your Infancy and Edu- 


cation) that your Errors have been ſo few, 
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than that you have been guilty of one. If 
you will be adviſed by me, continue in this 
Place, but abate of your Solitude; ſuffer 
your ſelf to taſte of the Diverſions which 
ou may find in the Converſation of thoſe 
Neighbours, who are ſeated round about 
you, and who have an unfeigned Reſpect 
and Admiration for you. Loſe your Cares in 
little Amuſements ; put the Ax to the Root; 
uſe your own Endeayours to tear this cor- 
roding Anguiſh from your Heart; go to the 
innermoſt Receſſes of it; deteſt Perfidy and 
Ingratitude in all its Forms, and then you 
will quickly deteſt the Prince ; have: all un- 
lawful Paſſion in an utter Abhorrence, ſo 
ſhall you ſoon extinguiſh that which you feel 
for one who can no longer be yours, ſince 
he is by the moſt ſacred Ceremony made 
another's ; but, above all Things, praQtife 
Moderation; learn Patience in Adverſity; 
conſider, that the juſt Gods, who perpetu- 
ally chequer the Lives of Mortals, leſt they 
ſhould loſe in Proſperity the Remembrance 


of their Creation, have given you a gentle 


Stroke to recal you to themſelves ; fix there 
your Thoughts; transfer the Warmth of 
your Paſſions to their great Original; you 
cannot love too much, you cannot too much 
adore them, who are all Vertue, all Good- 
neſs, and will give you whatever is neceſſa- 
ry for your Well- being: They have already 
divided you from a Huusbend with whom 
(his Principles be ing ſuch as they are) Yor 
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could never have taſted of any true Hap- 
pineſs. | | 

Aſtrea.] We cannot hear what Anſwer 
the Baroneſs makes the Count; they are gone 
down the Walk ; ſee they are entring the 
Houſe ; her Tears and Sighs, I believe are 
her only a Methinks, for her ſake, 
J am incenſed againſt the Prince, and could 
with a very good Will revenge her Cauſe; 
there is ſomething of Ingenuous in her Re- 
lation. What Pity tis ſhe was ſo injur'd ? 
The Count muſt himſelf have Worth, who 
can ſo worthily inſtru& and admoniſh 
her. 

Intell.] He has indeed the Appearance of 
it, no more ; all this fine Advice tends only 
to his own Intereſt ; he does not deſpair of 
getting the Baroneſs for his Wife, and can 
you blame him then for making her vertu- 
ous ? Her Fortune is convenient for him; 
a concealed Mortgage eats up the Profits of 
his whole Eſtate ; he will not be long in a 
Condition te ſupport his Title without a 
Dowry ; this Lady is by much the richeſt in 
all the Province ; ſhe will do his Buſineſs, 
if he can accompliſh her, and has let him 
into a dangerous Secret. If ſhe be wiſe, ſhe 
will never marry him after, leſt he upbraid 
her with it: See her Indiſcretion; he will be 
provoked at her Refuſal, as the will ſtill re- 


fuſe him, becauſe ſhe has an Averſion to his 


Perſon, and would rather chuſe a Favou- 
rite Domeſtick for her Maſter, and conſe- 
quently he'll divulge her Secret at the Ex- 
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Hap- | pence of the World's Opinion both of her 
-ondu& and Honour. 
nſwer Vertue.] Her ſeeming Ingenuouſneſs has 
gone made a Party for her in my Breaft ; I will 
g the do all that is poſſible to recover her to Ver- 
e are tue. III try if the Maxim be not falſe, 
ſake, That a Woman once departed from me, never 
could returns, till old Age and Wrinkles have fitted 
auſe ; ber for nothing elſe, I will endeavour to 
r Re- warm her with my Precepts, and render her 
1rd? as renown'd for her Return to Vertue, as 
who | the is for Beauty. 1 
oniſi 1 Intell.] The Count, who declaims ſo well, 
keeps two Women for his Debauch; he 
ce of vifits them by turns; who would believe it 
only but Hypocriſy is not the leaſt reigning Vice 
ir ok among the Illuſtrious. 
can Area.] I will have my Prince avoid it, 
ertu- as the Poiſon of all other Vertues; I will 
nim; inceſſantly warn him, againſt the Perfidy of 
ts of the Prince of Sira; he has robb'd a Woman 
ina of her Honour upon a ſpecious - Pretence : 
Out a He has not been afraid to play with Oaths ; 
ſtin how criminal is this! A Man of true Ho- 
neſs, nour would deteſt ſuch a Practice; I will 
him have my Prince renowned for his Chaſtity : 
» The I will have him introduce the Faſhion a- 
Yraid mong the Men ; let the Reformation bepn 
ill be but there, and the World will be modeſt 
lre- by Example; if it were once held a Crime, 
his and not a Gallantry, in the Eſteem of the 
vou- Great, to ſollicite a Lady with unlawful 
»nſe- | Love, moſt Perſons would be vertuous. 
Ex- Women ſeldom are, and never ought to be 


ence the 
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the Aggreſſors; if they were, and ſure to 
be refuſed with that Scorn which they de- 
ſerve, would it not retort a Bluſh to the 
Face of the moſt Impudent ? 
Vertue.] The Morning dawns upon us; 
Tet us return to our Travel: Converſation 
ſweetly beguiles the Time, ſhortens the 
Length, and foftens the Ruggedneſs of the 
Way. See, my dear Aſtrea, what a Multi- 
tude of People are aſſembled upon yonder 
Heath: Alas! they are ſeeing a Criminal 
executed; thoſe Mortals muſt have a Fierce- 
neſs in their Nature who can be pleaſed with 
fuch terrible Objects! Not one in an hun- 
dred of theſe People go for Edification and 
true Mortification, but, what is aſtoniſhin 
they go for Pleaſure ! Methinks they ſhould, 
with Abjectneſs of Mind, reflect upon the 
wretched State of Mortals, which, like a 
erpetual Flux, ſubjects them to Evil, 
What barbarous Soul can find Diverſion in 
ſuch a Proſpect? There's a Woman nailed 
to the Gibbet ; ſhe ſeems.a Perſon of Con- 
dition, dreſs'd in White, with a Veil of 
Taffaty over her Face: Who can unriddle to 
us this Scene of Death? Methinks I want 
to be inform'd of what occaſioned this Ca- 
taſtrophy. Miſtreſs, you that ſeem all in 
Tears, returning from this doleful Execution, 
if you can make a Truce with your Sorrows, 
pray inform us, Strangers, of what you know 
concerning this Affair. 
Country-wom.] With all my Heart. I have 
a little Habitation near at hand, if you 
| 8 pleaſe 
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ure to 77 to walk in and repoſe your 3 


4 1 
- oy 


ey * all be obliged to the utmoſt of my Capa- 
O the city. 

The Lady who ſuffered was a Gentleman's 
n us; | Daughter of this Province; poor Wretch! || 
ſation Þ ſhe let her ſelf be undone by a young Sol- 1 
is the dier of Fortune, (quarter'd near her Father's | 
F the Villa) whom ſhe fell in Love with. Theſe "| 
Multi- Soldiers are the perfect Bane of all Country- "i 
onder | Gentlewomen; their fine Words, and their 44 
minal W fine Clothes, bear down all before them; 1 
'1erce- they never go to the Temple to Sacrifice, al 
I with not they truly; that's the leaſt of their Bu- Of 
hun-  fineſs; they mind Ogling (as they call it) IH | 
n and of the Madams, inſtead of minding better 
(hin { Things. Well! they ſingle out one chat Ml 
10uld, ſeems beſt to their Fancy; their Rogue of a | 
n the Land lord gives em, at their firſt coming, the 
ike a Hiſtory of all the People in the Pariſh, and 
Evil. { what Gentlewomen are the beſt Fortunes; 
on ii and then to work they go, ſhave and pow- 
nailed Þ der, and on goes the Blue or the Scarlet 
Con- Coat, every Day. Cards and Balls are no- 
1l of thing to 'em; they 'I ſquander away their 
Ie to Month's Pay in one Night. when they had 
want better by half be in their Beds, forecaſting 
Ca- how to pay their Debts: But no matter for 
ll in that, they never trouble their Heads about 
ton, ſuch Things: *Ads me ! if I were a Gentle- 
rows, woman's Father or Mother, and had Daugh- 
know | ters to my Share, they ſhould as ſoon eat 


TIED” Fire, as come near one of thoſe deluding 
have | Red-Coats. They can all ſing wn 


you wanton Ditties is all they mind; you ſhall 
leaſe ee never 
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never hear any Thing good come out of theit 
Mouths, but Oaths: And then a great many 
of em (this was one of the Gang) can toot, 
toot, toot it upon a Pipe; they have ano- 
ther Name for it, a fine one that T can't 
think on, but the Thing is the ſame; and 
this raviſhes the young Gentlewoman's Ears. 
Then they have Plays, and dying Love- 
Speeches at their Fingers-ends ; theſe are 
generally, befides the cutting of a Caper, 
their whole Eſtate. If you look into their 
Portmanteau (except their regimental 
Clothes) you ſhall find ſcarce any Thing 
but a dirty Plad-Morning-Gown, two or 
three pair of Shooes, four old Shirts, and as 
many Neckclothes. Fine they muſt be, for- 
ſooth, but worn (with often Waſhing) as 
thin as a Cobweb ; for fall out what will, 
they muſt have a clean Shirt every Day, 
Some of their beggarly Soldiers Trulls 5 
nothing but launder for them, they are al- 
ways at the Waſh- Tub, and, 1 believe, ſel- 
dom enough paid for what they do. 
Then they Kiſs and Complement the 
Country- Milliners, to truſt them with Sword- 
knots, and clean Gloves, Ribbons for their 
Sleeves, to hang ſtreaming down, and to 
dangle their Canes in; and thus ſet out, 
they go a ſutoring to ſome young Gentle- 
woman or another. But ſhe you ſaw had 
fixteen thouſand Crowns for her Portion; 
her Mother was dead; ſhe read Romances 
(Romances I think you call em) and Plays, 
and was counted to have a notable Wit as 
| any, 
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any, let the other be who ſhe would, in a 


great way of her. Her Father's an old 
curmudgeonly Cur, and would never let 
her go to Angela our chief City, nor would 
he give her any of her Portion till he died, 
or ſhe married to his liking; but yet he ne- 


ver look d out for a Husband for her. Now 


my Mind gives me, that if he had but let 


her go into fine Company (as other brave 
ladies do) ſhe would not have thought a 


ranting Officer ſuch a God-a-mighty. But he 
was too covetous for that, leſt he Ihou'd 
treat them again when they came to his 
Houſe. So ſhe was even aſham'd to go to 


theirs, The young Squire, her Brother, is 


as compleat a Man (tho 1 ſay it) as any the 
dun ever ſhone upon. He was gone abroad 
into ſtrange Countries, to learn their Lin- 


| guo, when this 1 of a Red and Blue- 


Coat courted his Siſter, or elſe he had never 
got his Will of her; he would have watch- 
ed his Waters for him to ſome purpoſe ; 
he's afraid of ne er Officer of em all. But, 
the more's the pity (poor Gentlewoman) 
'twas not her Luck. The Rogue had not 
the Honeſty to marry her, becauſe he knew 
her Father would not give her a Groat with 
her, to him, but beſpoke her very fair. He 
uſed to be let in a Nights at the Back-: gate 
in the Garden, and carried up to the Cham- 
ber. I knew all their Intrigue (poor Soul) 
you could not have lit upon one that could 


tell you better. He ſo be-praiſed her, and 


inveigled her, that the ſhort and the long 
on't, 
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_ on't, in plain downright Terms, is, he took 
her Maidenhead from her, and left her no- 
thing in the room but a big Belly. Well, 
this paſs'd on, no Body perceived. Our 
Officer wanted to be gone, and go he did; 
their Company march'd away, but left! 
know not how many unborn Baſtards be- 
hind em. Joy go with em, I hope they! 
never come here again. From the high- 
eſt to the loweſt, a young Girl could not go 
about her Buſineſs, but they kept a kiſſing 
and teaſing of her. I reckon the poor Soul 
that ſuffered, cry'd her Belly-full, when her 
louſie Hat and Feavher-Fellow march'd off, 
I know nothing of that, but as I gueſs; 
only this I know, that the Squire came home 
juſt as ſhe was at her Time. He was huge- 
ly fond of his Siſter; ſhe fell into Labour 
when he was in the Room with her, but 
had provided no verſal Thing for the Child. 
She told her Brother ſhe was tormented 
with the Tooth-ach. and wanted to go to 
Bed. His Chamber was next to hers, away 
he went, and to't ſhe goes; Pain after Pain, 
Tear after Tear, Cry after Cry. The Squire 
heard her, and wondered what was the 
Matter. He came twice to the Door, but 
ſhe would not let him in, but faid ſhe was 
up in her Shift, and almoſt mad with her 


Teeth. Well; to Bed he goes, and after 
a few more Labour-pains, ſhe is delivered 
all alone by her ſelf of a brave Boy. Left 
it ſhould cry, ſhe tore out his Bowels in the 
Birth. "Twas the Lords Mercy ſhe did not 
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murther her ſelf by it; but ſuch have beſt 
Luck, an honeſt Woman can ſcarce be 


brought to Bed with a Midwife, much more 


without one. Well, up ſhe wraps Child 
and Bowels, and all together, in one of her 
Gowns, and to Bed ſhe goes. In the Morn- 
ing ſhe rings for Mrs. Alice (that's her 


Chamber maid) and orders her to fetch a 
little Plague-Water, for ſhe was very ill, and 
| horribly troubled with the Vapours. Af- 

| ter agreat many Good-morrows, and round- 


about Stories, the gives Alice an old Gown 


and Petticoat; to be ſhort, makes her ſwear 
| to be true, and not reveal her Truſt, as the 
| hop'd not to die in her Sins; and then tells 


her all how about it, but concealed her Part 


of the Murther, ſaying the Babe had been 
Still-born, and begged her to carry the 
Corps to the Top of the Houſe, and there 
lay it in a leaden Gutter, which ſeldom or 
never was viſited, till ſhe was got well 
enough to help her to dig a Grave to bury 


it; for the Maid durſt not do it alone. The 


| Girl with much Fear and Trembling, did 


as ſhe was ordered. Some two or three 


Days paſſed on, Alice was prick'd in Con- 
ſcience, or may be, like a right Chamber- 


Maid, the longed to tell all ſhe knew ; and 


fo ſhe reveals it to Doll the Dairy-Maid, 


who was her Bed-fellow. Theſe two Wench- 
es, afrer this, fancied, when they were a 


Bed a-Nights, that a cold little Hand ſtrok d 
them over their Faces; they ſo corrupted 
one another with theſe Figaries, that 1 
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laſt they believ d, nay, and ſwore to it, that 
the Child walked ; who, if it had been a. 
live, could not have flood. This Ghoſt 
frighted em out of their Wits ; they loved 
their Miſtreſs, and was unwilling to diſgrace 
her, for as yet they did not know of the 
Murther ; but Doll had a Sweet-heart, one 
Criſpin, a Shoomaker in our Town, as ho- 
neſt a Fellow as ever liv d; him ſhe opened 
her Mind to. The Fellow ſmelt a Rat pre- 
ſently, and was reſolved to diſcover it to 
the next Cadet or Judge. Away goes he, 
makes Oath of what Doll had told him, 
This Magiſtrate mortally hated the young 
Lady's Father ; a Warrant was granted, the 
Houſe ſearched, and the Child found. She 
was try'd for her Life, and condemned for 
wilful Murther ; but, poor Soul, died very 
Penitent. She was a handſome Gentlewo- 
man if ſhe had had but Grace; I wiſh al 

pong Women may take Warning by her 


fore them Curds new preſs d, Cream freſh 
from the Bow], excellent brown Bread, and 
deſired them to refreſh themſelves. The two 
Divinities, (who in all Things were reſolvd 
to appear as Mortals ) did not diſdain her 
Bounty. She added to her Entertainment 2 
Basket of Strawberries juſt gathered, 2 
Pitcher of Wine from her own Cowllips 
of the Meadow, and Butter fragrant 2 
the 


i The loquacious Country-woman had the 
1 Thanks of her new Gueſts for the Pains 
me - ſhe had taken to oblige them. She ſet be- 
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the Churn. Finding themſelves ſo clear and 
heartily regaled, they omitted nothing to 
expreſs their Gratitude. After they were 
ſufficiently refreſh'd, they proceeded on their 
Journey to Angela, which lay not far before 
them. They were to croſs a Meadow, where 
2 numerous Congreſs of Coaches 3 
themſelves Beauties reſplendent both by 
Art and Nature; Cavaliers dreſs'd en (um- 
paign, and well mounted, beſides a Swarm 
of Populace of both Sexes, a ridiculous 
Meddley of Human-kind, fantaſtically habi- 
ted in Faſhions of all Ages, and Airs of 


none. They ſeem'd to have forgot, or ra- 


ther to be ignorant of the King's dange- 
rous IIlneſs, for as yet the News of his 
Death was not publickly divulg'd. The Oc- 
caſion of that Bell-Afſembly was a Chariot- 
Race. The Prize conſiſted in two Gold 


| Goblets, and eight hundred Crowns in Gold. 


The fair Marchioneſs da (æur was to beſtow 
it, The Gentleman who informed the Di- 
vinities, was well-faſhioned, talkative, and 


vain: He made them remark the Number of 


Prieſts that ſwarm at all Races, and are ever 
foremoſt in the innocent Diverſion of the 
Place. Some mounted upon the lean lank 
Horſes, others ſtarch'd up (them of the bet- 
ter ſort) in little Chariots, with an appro- 
riated holy Air, cramm'd with Women and 
nfants, Gazing and Betting, and more ear- 
neſt than any of the Racers themſelves. The 


Beau ſaw theſe ſtranger Ladies (for that 
Time they were pleaſed to be viſible) were 


grace- : 
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gracefully charming, he had too great a 
Tendre tor the Sex not tooblige them with all 
Things in his Power; he gave himſelf Airs 
of Scandal, as well as Gallantry, and affect- 
ed to appear knowing in all the Intrignes of 
the Place. He ſhewed them a Prince of the 
Empire at eaſe in a Coach and fix Horſes, he 
was one of the Racers, but his Servant was 
to run. Thoſe Days are long ſince paſt, 

when the Royal Charioteer thought it Glo- 
ry to gain the Goal in Perſon, before his 
Competitor, Then the Prize was Renown 
and Applauſe, not Gold and Jewels. The 
Gentleman made them obſerve the cloſe and 
moroſs Countenance of the Prince; he aſ- 
ſured them, that the Prize would be his, for 
that was the Way now. He had brib'd the 
Racers to yield to his Charioteers. My 
Lady Marchioneſs her ſelf, continued the 


Spark, muſt loſe to him, though ſhe thinks 


her ſelf ſaſe in her Politicks, becauſe ſhe 
has alſo brib'd, but not ſo high as the Prince, 
True indeed, another young Prince ſtartles 
their Aſſurance of Succeſs, he puts in for the 
Prize, but will run himſelf, and there's no 
bribing in that Caſe: But the Marchioneſs 
has a Remedy even for that. See, he's at 
her Coach-ſide, and ſhe entertains him with 
all the Affability imaginable; ſhe has a 
Bottle of Ratafia with her; mark what a 
Pint-Glaſs they fill: Oh, brave Prince 
*twill bring you to the Goal indeed ! If his 
Head does not ſwim with this, and the Vio- 
lence of the Courſe, my Lady Maxchloner 
| W 
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will be much diſappointed; but the other 
Prince will be more, who has paid better 
for it. He loves Money above all Things, 
unleſs it be Chaſtizing his Domeſticks. Ih 


a Word, he is a Man of a proud, ſullen, 
yet cholerick andavaritious Temper ; no Bo- 
dy will be pleas'd if the Prize falls to him, 


and yet he cannot poſſibly fail of it: They 
are already ſtarted, and are to have- three 
Heats. Charming young Heroe ! the Prince 
bimſelf, by the Favour of Ratafia has gain'd 
it; he is Conqueror for the firſt Time; but 
ſee, the ſecond Bout his Eyes dazzle, he has 


miſtook his Ground, and runs on the other 
| fide of the Poſt. This is the Marchioneſs's 
{ Cunning, but ſhe ſhall not be the better far 
it; the moroſe Prince has got the Prize, as 


| have foretold, and there are but very few 


| upon the Place who are pleaſed at his Vi- 
| OI. 


Ajtrea.] Pray, Sir, who is that Lady Mar- 


chioneſs? Her Lord ſeems to be old; the 
has all the Appearance of Joy and Eaſe upon 
her Face, and ſomething that is ſprightly and 
| agreeable. 5 


Gent.] The Marqueſs himſelf is one of 
the moſt artificial Men of the Age; he loves 
nothing the plain way, all muſt be Intriegue 
and Management where he is concerned; he 


has made himſelf' eminent upon that Score; 
pet far greater are the Party who wonder 


at his Cunning, than thoſe that approve or 


eſteem His Capacity. His firſt Lady was a 
| Woman of rcal Worth and Honour, rich 
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an all the Graces of the Mind, as well x; 
bleſs'd with thoſe of Fortune, yet could he 
never affect her, and when his Lady, with 
her large Dowry, fell into his Poſſeſſion, 
there were none that knew him, and behel{ 
her Youth and Innocence, but condol'{ 
with her in their Hearts, for thoſe melan- 
choly Hours ſhe was then going to paſs; 
but it has happened quite otherwiſe. My 
Lord Marqueſs wanted an Heir to her Po 
ſeſſions and his own, nor did he much mat- 
ter which way he came by it; whether he 
diſtruſted himſelf upon that Head, as th: 
Report runs; but he gave her ſo many Op- 

ortunities, taught her the Relith of Gal- 
. and, in ſhort, made her ſo intirely 
Miſtreſs of her Conduct, that it would have 
been wonderful indeed, if ſhe had miſs 
the Cenſure of tlie World, in that Miſcel 
lany of Company which fhe kept. Her 
Pavourite-Woman had an Aﬀiir with an 
Officer of the Court, *tis believed ſhe drew 
in her Lady, that ſhe might not have am 
Thing to object againſt her. The young 
Chevalier Bellair fell paſſionately in Love 
with the Marchioneſs, as who, that has thc 
Honour of tafting her eafte and agreeable 
Converſation, can reſiſt her? Then her Per 
ſon has inexpreſſible Charms: Her Face, 
without boaſting of what you call a regula 


Beauty, has ſomething ſo gay, ſo ſweet, 6 | 
| his Ba 


Enge agreeable, that one cannot de 


fend one's Heart againſt her ? She breathes the | 
thing 
| 87 
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verſion ; the more criminal Vices, Scandal, 
Revenge, Hatred, Cruelty, Pride, with the 
Mixture of Haughty and Sullen, are put ſo far 
away from her, that ſhe knows not what they 
mean ; then the is as bountiful as Ceres, ge- 
nerous as the Deity, when he enriched one 


171 


Man with ſo valuable a World as this. In 
ſhort, all that know her, can't but forgive 
(let them be never ſo ſevere) her little Ex- 
curſions of Love and Gallantry. | 

The Gentleman having ended his Relati- 
on ; they would have took their Leayes of 
him in an obliging manner, but he was too 


| gallant to part with them fo; allthe Argu- 


ments they could uſe, would not hinder him 


| from following them, till by virtue of their 
Divinity, having made themſelves inviſi- 
| ble, they left him to wonder at their diſap- 
bearing. 


Dame Intelligence, who neither bore Him, 


nor the Country-woman any good Will, for 
uſurping upon her Province, and forcing 


her to a long and painful Silence, drew away 


the Ladies to attend the Shrieks and Cries 
that came from a little Houſe, at the end of 
| a neighbouring Village; the Door was open, 
| and a vaſt Crond about it. The Sight was 
| picaſant enough: An old thin raw-boned 


Prieſt, in his decerdotal-Hab i-, combating his 


Wife, who buffeted him again, and ſeemed 


to be the Aggreſſor. He had not only loſt 


his Hat and Peruke in the uffle, but his 
Face look'd all over beſmeared with ſome- 
thing, no Body could teil what; bac at laſt 
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was known to be Apple-Pye, piping hot 
out of the Oven, which the had ſcalded him 
with in a very handſome manner, but was 
fo kind as to throw-a Pound of Butter im- 
mediately after, to cool him again. His 
righteous Spirit, raiſed by the Smart of the 
Burning, made him catch hold of her Fore- 
top, to demoliſh that Fabrick ; it was faf- 
encd fo cloſe to her Skull, that he pull, 
and pull'd in vain. She ſhriek d out as he 
pull'd, and well ſhe might, for he had torn 
a piece of her Ear from her Head, which 
made the Blood run down, and was eafier 
to come off than the Head-Geer. which was 
fo interwoven with Pins, Top-knots, falſe 
and true Curls, that it ſtood impenetrable, 
like a Rock buffeted by the Waves. Aſtres 
aſſumed a Viſibility to part the Combatants, 
which none but her ſelf and her Companions, 
among the great Croud of People, endes: 
voured to do, they knew her too well, and 
were delighted to ſee the Scufflle. As ſoon 
as they were parted, the Prieſteſs flounced 
out of the Houſe, call'd for her Coachman, 
and bid him put to his Horſes, for away 
would ſhe go (in that very Condition) to 
ſue for Juſtice, if there were any Juſtice in the 
Nation. The poor Fellow durſt not but obey 


her, tho he lov'd his Maſter ten times better. 


Intelligence was very forward to inform 
her ſelf about the Combat: The good old 
Gentleman had Water brought him to waſh 
off the baked Mask ſrom his Face; the Ga- 
zcrs diſmiſſed from the Gate, and then, after 
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a Wit: that took me, tho'T un 
ver a Ward of what the writes or ſays. De- 
| liver me from a poetical Wife, and all ho- 
| neſt Men for my Sake! She rumbles in Ver- 
ſes of Atomes, Arctic, and Antarłtict; of Gods, 
and ſtrange Things, foreign to all fafhiona- 
ble Underſtanding. Becauſe the was Inge- 
nious, 1 thought ſhe'd have been a Help- 
meet towards Penning thoſe Orations I am 
obliged to make to the People, my Memory 
being ſomething decay d; but ſhe hates her 
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recovering a little vital Air, he begg d A 


| frea and her Companions to repoſe them- 


ſelves, and have Pity upon a poor Man, who, 
for his Sins, was match'd to that She-Devil 


| incarnate. You ſee what ſhe is for ' Perſon, 
my good Friends and new Acquaintance,, 


ſaid the Prieſt, nothing was ever fo homely ; 


her Face is made in part like a Black-a-more, 
| flat-nos'd, blobber-lipp'd-; there is no Sign 
of Lite in her Complexion, it favours all 
of Mortality; ſhe looks as if ſhe had been 
buried a Twelve-month ; neither her Checks 
nor Lips can claim any Diſtinction, they are 
all of an earthy Hue; her Teeth rotten, and 
| ſweet as the Grave, or Charnel-houſe; and 
pet the Devil was in me, I married for Love. 
Lord bleſs us! Love of what? Not of her 
Beauty, or her good Conditions, I am ſure, 


But Tam an old Man, as you fee, and ſhe's 
derſtand ne- 


Duty to me, and to tlie Gods, and never 


goes to the Temple above twice a Year, 
and then ſhe falls into counterfeit Fits ; the 


Bottle of Harts-horn is ſent for, and her 
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ſelf carry'd in a languiſhing Poſture home, 
Her Tongue is at perpetual War, her Dif. 
courſe one continued Reproach, derogating 
from mine and my Children's Honour. If 
there be any Body preſent, then ſhe's ſure to 
be moſt violent : If I happen ro bear it with 
heroick Patience, ſhe is defeated and undone, 


falls into Fits, beats her ſelf to be revengd Þ 


on me. She has often kick'd all the Bed- 
cloaths off, and her own Linnen, till the has 
been ſtark naked, when the Under-Prieſt, the 
Coachman, and Boy, have been holding of 
her down; yet I have good reaſon to think 
all this but a Sham, I mean her Fits ; for if 
you'll let her alone, ſhe II quickly come to 
her ſelf; but if ther's any Body that compaſ- 
ſionates her, (as People are apt to do till 
they know her) ſhe'll hold them tack from 
one Frolick to another, for fcur long Hours; 
and then to compleat all, as if nothing had 
ail'd her, ſhe'll ſtart up of a ſudden, and fall 
a boxing of me couragioully, or her Cham- 
ber-Maid, or both. When the has had her Re- 
venge, ſhe's at eaſe : But if by chance ſhe 


-finds my Mind unguarded againſt the bitter 


Aſſaults of her Tongue, and that I do fall 
into a Paſſion, as it is not poſſible always 
for me to forbear, then ſhe's pleas'd, then 
ſhe's delighted, and- finds her Joy in my 
Torments. Is this any Thing but the 
Temper of the Devil ? The Day before I'm 
to facrifice, ſhe's ſure to 2 me all 
Night long, on purpoſe to diſcompoſe, and 


put my Mind out of Frame. I've often at. 
tempted 
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the Door till *tis broke open. She's as 
ſtrong in her Freaks, as a Granadier; then 


' ſhe can't ſleep without me, and either forces 
me to riſe to her Bed, or comes to Bed to 
me, and is ſure to keep me awake all Night 
long with her Scolding; and as that is all 
her End and Deſign, there's no Intervals, 


that T have, (tho' ſhe's ſordidly covetous) 
| becauſe ſhe dares not torment any Body 
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tempted, upon ſuch Occaſions, to lie in ano- 


ther Bed, but that wort do, I ſhould be too 


much at my Eaſe, and that would be her 


Hell. Up ſhe comes roaring, and ſtamps 


her Foot impetuouſly and inceſſantly againſt 


ſhe falls a howling and ſobbing; tells me 


no Truce to be had with her. She has 


like to have choak d my Daughter, that's a: 
Woman grown, by flying upon her with 

her two Hands about her Throat, and ſtop'd 

her Windpipe, till the poor Girl's Tongue 
hung out of her Mouth, her Face was grown 

black, and ſhe had certainly killed her in a 
few Minutes more, if I] had not come in 
and prevented her- What Safety (think you) 
can my Life be in with ſuch a Fury? And 
yet I know not what's the Remedy: She 
won't go from me, if I were to give her all 


elſe as ſhe does me ; and yet I keep her a 
Coach and four Servants, have a plentiful 
Income, and an Eſtate of my own, and the 
had little or no Fortune; I was bewitched 
to marry her. Then ſhe's in Love with all 

H 4 the 
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the handſome Fellows ſhe ſees; but her Face, 
believe, protects her Chaſtity, for none 
ſure was ever yet ſo Couragious to aſſault 
it. She vents her Paſſion in Love-Verſes 
and Dialognes of Clari nda and Daphnis. A 
pitiful Lawyer's Clerk was a long time her 

Alexis, and there were Love-Letters and 
Verſes printed, with rattling Epithets, bom- 
baft Deſcriptions, romantick Flights, and, 
in ſhort, nothing of Nature in them ; yet 
theſe muſt be publiſhed, with an Epiſtle to 
her adored Moneſes, whom, I've underſtood 
ſince, was a fooliſh Apothecary that us'd to 
Tecover her from her Fits, without the Help 
of Galen or Hippocrates. Then for her Mo- 
rals, a Lady whom ſhe had invited to ſtay 
at our Houſe this Summer, aſſum'd the rea- 
ſonable Freedom to adviſe her againſt Paſ- 
ſion and Anger; ſhe took it ſo ill at her 
Hands, that to be reveng'd, ſhe made her 
ſelf a voluntary Evidence in a Law-Suit 
againſt her, of all the Diſcourſe they had to- 
gether in Freedom, and by adding a great 
deal of Falſe to the True, made her loſe her 
Caufe. I had been abroad to Day about 


my Buſineſs, and had miſs d my Dinner; 


coming home, I ask d for ſomethi 


8 to eat; 
ſhe took care 


(after dining plentifully her 


ſelf) that there ſhould be nothing left for 
me. One of the Maids whiſpered me, that 
there was a large Apple-Pye in the Oven 
to be kept hot for the Gentlewoman's Sup- 
per, but | was to know nothing of it. Be- 
ing pretty ſharp ſet, I went to the Oven, as 


if 
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if it were by Inſtin&, out I drew the Pye, 


got a Plate of Butter, and fell to Buttering 
of it in a happy Security, as I thought, be-. 
cauſe the was retired to her Cloſet, pleas d 
with putting the Victuals out of the way, 
that 1 ſhould have nothing to eat. The De- 
vil would not let her reſt long without tor- 
menting of poor Me; down the comes, and 
before 1 was aware, fnatches the Pye, and 
by a dextrous whirl of her Hand, ſends it 
full into my Face and Eyes; the Plate of 
Butter follow'd, then the Tankard full of 
Drink, and, in ſhort, whatever came next. 
Enraged at the Pain J felt, my uſual Mode- 
ration forſook me; 1 leap'd briskly at her 
Top-knors ; ſhe ſquall'd, which alarm'd the 
Neighbours, and your ſelves, to behold this 
comical Combat. *Twas Nuts to thoſe 
Rogues, who would not have parted us, tho 
we had kill'd our ſelves upon the Spot. But 
for you my good Friends, I am much ob- 
liged to your Endeavours ; but JI fee ſmall 
Hopes of redreſſing theſe Grievances which 
lie heavy upon me. Were I of another Pro- 
tefſion than Jam, by a juſt Indignation, 1 
would aſſert the Authority of a Husband : 
but our Talent is expected to be meek under 
Perſecution, and Long-ſuffering ; particular 
Scandal often reflects upon the general; my 
Brethren may be aſperſed for my ſake, ſo that 
content my ſelf to fit doirn under this 
Chaſtiſement, coming from the Hand of 
Heaven as a Puniſhment for my Sins, in 


marrying a Wife not above half fo old as 
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my ſelf, when I had Children grown up to 
keep my Houſe, and adminiſter comfortably 
to my Neceſſities. = 

Here the two Divinities, by ſtroking with 
their Hands, and applying a proper Anti- 
dote, expelled the Fire that had ſwell'd the 
Poor Prieſt's Face and Eyes in a terrible 
manner: He returned them a thouſand 
Thanks for their Civility. They took their 
Leaves very courteouſly, often regretting the 
Miſeries he ſeem'd to ſuffer with ſuch a Fu- 
Ty of a Wife. | 
Intell.] You are now, Ladies, very near 
Angela; but juſt at Hand is the Prado, a 
Place eminent for what's either illuſtrious 
or conſpicuous; here the Rich and the Fair, 
adorned in their moſt diſtinguiſhing Babits, 
come to take the Duſt, under pretence of 
Air. If a Lady be new- married, and longs 
to ſhew her Equipage, no Place fo prope: 
as the Prado. A Beauty juſt come to od 
who has a mind to be a Toaſt, expoſes her 
ſelf firſt upon the Prado; the Gameſter af. 
ter a lucky Run from no Shoes and a Coat 
out of Elbows, ſteps into a large well-built 
Coach with Pillars and Arches, glorious 
Horſes, and Trappings, with rich Liveries, 
and where's the Place ſo proper for Admi- 
ration as the Prado? The Aldermen's Wives 
come to learn Faſhions, and make the Court 
envy the Luſtre of their Jewels at the Prado; 
young anwvurous Beaus, who have a mind to 
ogle the airy vain Coquet, whisk to the 


Prado; a TowwHusband would have but 
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an ill Life (theſe faſhionable Times) if he 


grudg d his Wife a Chariot for the Prado; 
nay, the very Country-Gentlewoman (hum- 


dle in Town, and proud in the Country) 


when ſhe has got her Husband in the Mind 


to let her come to Angela, thinks ſhe had as 


good ſtay at Home, if ſhe be not able to 
have her only pair of Horſes drag her thro” 
the dirty Roads, in order to carry her to the 
Prado, with her Country-built Coach, and 
her ruſtical Airs, to divert the reſt of the 
Company. Nay, the very Coachmen here 
are 15 refined, they ſhall ridicule a Brother 
come from the Country, and find fault with 
his driving, becauſe it mayn't be exactly 
a la mode de Prado, Both the Men and 
Women, who are not able themſelves: to 
keep Coaches, make their Court with inde- 
fitigable Induſtry to thoſe who do, flattering 
their Haughtineſs, Affectation, IIl-nature, 
and Vanity, calling their Vices Vertues, te 
purchaſe by theſe egregious Compliances, a 
Back-place in their Coach, that they may 
Spark it in the Prado. Not long ago, an 
honeſt Gentleman, (whoſe Father kept back 
the greateſt part of the Eſtate) ſuffer d his 
handſome Wife to compound with her Gal- 
lant, (who had given her a Settlement for 
Life) upon ſuch and ſuch Terms, provided 


he toſſed in a Jewel for her Neck, and a 
Chariot for the Prado; and therefore, La- 


dies, if you have a Curioſity, it muſt be im- 
roſhble you ſhould not deſire to ſee the Ca- 
valcayle of the Prado. | 

LE Aſtrea.]. 
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Aſtrea.] My Lady Intelligence judges of us 
by her ſelf ; ſhe thinks that we likewiſe find 
Diverſions among the moſt Company: Tho 
I cannot foreſee any great Uſe this will be 
to my Deſign, yet it being an Eſtabliſhment 
fince I left the World, I am contented to 
follow you to your admirable Prado. 
Intel. | See there the Prince Adario, con- 
ſpicuous for his Equipage, but much more 
r his having his Princeſs in the fame 


. Coach with him. She came down deep to his 


French Valet de Chamber for this Favour, 
My Lady Vertue, ſhe is certainly of your 
Court, and the greateſt Ornament of that 
of Angela's. Is not her Perſon graceful, her 
Air ſweet and modeſt? Would not one 
believe her Charms were ſufficient to con- 
quer a Thouſand Hearts? yet they make no 
mpreſſion upon that only One ſhe deſi res 
to touch. Her Birth is moſt Illuſtrious, de- 
ſcended from a Race of Heroe's; neither has 
Scandal, (which ſcarce ſpares your very La- 
dyſhips) tainted her Character; but when 
they object, they tell us, ſhe loves Cards 
too well, which was a Diverſion ſhe proba- 


| bly took up, to amuſe her Trouble of Mind 


from her Lord's repeated Inconſtancy. How 

reat and how little is that Man? Some- 
thing ſo very high, and yet ſo very low in 
his Character; even his Generoſity is a 


Vertue too much extended, and borders ſo 
intimately upon Extravagancy, that one 


knows not how to divide them : Then the 
Merit of His Courage is ſo allay'd by his 
| | . Want 
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Favour to all that would purchaſe; (a wretch- 
ed Principle.) She was not aſhamed to take 
ſixty Pieces of a poor Poet, (all the Profit 
that his Brains had ever been able to pre- 
ſent him) to make him only a Subaltern. 
The French Valets rejoiced at her Death, 
becauſe the was very like, during her Daugh- 
ter's Reign, to run away with their Profit, 
the Bribes having all found the way to 


her. When the Prince went to his Vice- 


Royalty in the Indies, the Princeſs, his 
Wife, was forced to give an incredible Sum 
to thoſe raſcally Fellows, or ſhe had been 
left behind; yet had ſhe the new Mortifica- 
tion to find her Lord ſo wholly neglectful 
of her, and of all Buſineſs, as to ſhut up 
himſelf whole Days, to write long tedious 
repeated Aſſurances of Love to his then 
reigning Miſtreſs: Neither was he ever 


eaſy till ſhe arrived. But thoſe Tranſports 
are pretty well abated of their firſt Violence; 


he has returned, long ſince, to his darling 
Love of Variety. *Tis pity no kind Hand 
is found to reſcue him from this continu'd 
Vice, to point out his Lady's ſuffering Me- 
rit, that if poſſible, he may, tho' late, do 
2 to it. He's now no longer in his 
outh ; tis time theſe Follies ſhould paſs 
away; but I doubt there's ſmall Hopes of 
it whilſt he is in thoſe Hands that. manage 
him (but by the Continuation of his Frail- 
ties) and will not, in all probability, fo 
much to their own Prejudice, awaken him 
from that Lethargy he appears ſo many 
| | Cars 
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Vears to have been buried in. He is poſi- 
tively good natur d; all the Errors of his 
Life ſeem not to proceed ſo much from him- 
ſelf, as his Flatterers, who have cheriſhed 
and encouraged them in him. Had his 
Choice firft light upon Men of Honour, 
and true Principles, how eminent might he 
now have been? Neither is it yet too late; if 
he ſtrive to redeem his Character, it will 
appear, as if thoſe ill Habits had been rather 
acquired, than natural to him. 

Be pleaſed to look into the Coach that 
follows next the Prince, there fits the proud- 
et Woman in Atalantis (if you can tell for 
what) except her Siſter, who ran Mad for 
Pride, A certain Grandee had no other 


Method of gaining her, but by bath her 


Woman, and carrying the Lady to a Mount, 
whence they had the Prof pect of Men ma- 
king Bricks in the neighbouring Fields. He 
aſſur d her thole were her Slaves, the Peo- 
ple he held in Captivity, for he was the 
his tumbled the Ladyand 
all her Wealth into his Arms; the wanted 
to be a Queen, but having once poſſeſſed 
himſelf of her Riches, he ſhut her up of 
her own Side for a Lunatick ; holding a 
large Eſtate by her Life; it's thought (by 
moſt People) he won't find it convenient 
for her to die, ſo long as he lives. 

This. Siſter of hers that juſt paſs'd us, 
carries her pretty Daughters to the Opera- 
Market and Prado for Husbands ; her own 
has out-liv'd five Brothers of his to come 

8 © + © 
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to the Eſtate, and there's yet one remaining 

that hopes he ſhall be the Seventh that ſur- 

vives the Sixth. The Lady her ſelf, tho 

neither handſome or diſtinguiſhadle, (for 

any Thing but Pride) believes ſo well of 

her ſelf, the ſcarce does any one below her 

the Favour toriſe when they come in. There 

ſeems nothing in her ſo commendable, as 

her Value for that. fourth Perſon who was 

with them in the Coach. The Lady once 

belong'd to the Court, but marrying into 
the Country, ſhe made it her Buſineſs to 
devote her ſelf to the Muſes, and has writ 
a great many pretty Things: Theſe Verſes 
of the Progreſs of Life, have met with abun- 
dance of Applaufe, and therefore I recom- 
mend them to your Excellency's Peruſal. 


The Progreſs of LIE E. 
| J. 
H W gaily is at firſt begun 

EL Our Lives uncertain Race? 
Wilt that the ſprightly Morning -San, 


With which we firſt ſet out to run, 
Enlightens all the Place. 


II. 

How fmiling the Werld's Proſpect lic: © 
How tempting to look thro * 

Parnafſus to the Poet's Eyes, 

Nor Beauty with 4 ſweet Sur pri de, 

Does more inviting ſhow. 
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III. 


*Till throughly underſtood! | 
Whil/t partial Hopes ſuch Lots create, 
That does the Youthful Fancy cheat, 
With all that's Great and Good. 
IV. 


How 14, the fer ſt Idea's e 
0 


[hat wander in our Mi 


| Tow full the Foy, bow ſair the Love, 


Which does that early Seaſon move Ll 
Like Flow'rs the Weſtern Wind. 


V. 


Our Sig hs are then hut vernal Air, 
But A pril-drops our Tears; 
Which ſniſtiy paſſing, all grows ſair, 
Milt Beauty compenſates our Care, 
And Youth each Vapour clears. 
VI. 
Bat Oh ! too ſoon, alas me climb, 
Scarce ſeeling we aſcend 
The Gentle riſmg Hill of Time; | 
From whence with Grief we ſee that Prime, 
And all its Swectneſs end.. | 
The Die once caſt, our Fortune known, 
Fond Expettation paſt; — 
The Thorns that former Tears huve \fown, 
To Crops of late Repentance grown, 
Through which we Tvil, at laſt. 
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VIII. 
Then every Care's a driving Hirm, 
That helps to bear us donn; 
Which fading Smiles no more can Charm, 
But every Tear s a Winter s Storm, 
Aud every Look a Fronn. 


IX. 


Till with ſucceeding Ills oppreſs'd, 
For Joys we hop'd to find, 

By Age ſo rumpl'd and undreſsd, 

We gladly fit us donn to reſt, © 
Leave fullozing Crouds behind, 


AJ rea. ] The Lady ſpeaks very feelingly: We 
need not look no further than this, to know 
that ſhe's her ſelf paſt that agreeable Age 
ſhe ſo much regrets. However, I am very 
well pleas'd with the Thought which runs 
thro'; if ſhe had contracted ſomething of 
the ſecond and third Stanza, it had not been 
the Worſe. I preſume ſhe's one of rhe Few 
that write out of Pleaſure, and not Neceſ- 
ſity : By that means its her own Fault, if 
ſhe publiſh any Thing but what's Good ; for 
it's next to impoſſible to write much, and 
write well. : 

Intell.] See that beautiful Gentleman at 
Lol} in the next Chariot, born from as 
beautiful a Mother! he has made dreadful 
Havock among the Ladies. I can name you 
three (all of Rank) that have had dange- 
rous Compliances for him, and yet an in- 
digeſted Girl, with four hundred thouſand 


Crowns, 


oL. I 
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Crowns, has reſiſted his Charms, and the 
Grandour he could raiſe her to, to beſtow 
her ſelf, (as tis thought ſhe will) upon a 
Perſon who has more of his Vices, and 
leſs of Quality and Eſtate. 

How likes your Excellencies that goodly 
Lady who rolls on next in courſe ? Has not 
ſhe Fat enough to have prevented any Wife 
in Angela from running Mad, through Jea- 
louſy of her Lord and her ? The Wife came 
in one Day very inopportunely to Viſit at 


2 Woman of Condition's, where ſhe had the 


Misfortune to ſurprize her Husband and 
the Perſon before us in very convincin 


Circumſtances ; the poor Lady fell into ſuch 


an ill Habit of Mind, that ſhe could never 
recover her Peace, but led the Count ſo 
diſagreeable a Life, ſo outragious and jea - 
lous, that unable to bear the Continuance, 
and hopeleſs to reform her, they are part- 
ed; and ſhe has the Mortification of la- 
menting alone her too warm Reſentments, 
which all prudent Women will diſſemble, 
if they do but conſider that Husbands have 
often been reclaimed by gentle Methods, 
never by rough, unleſs they depend upon 
their Wives Fortune for the beſt Part of 
their own, and that, I muſt confeſs, varies 
the Caſe ; yet notwithſtanding this Lady's 
known Gallantries, - an honeſt Gentleman 
_ lately ventured to make a Wife of 

. 

Look what a Diſmal grave Seignior comes 


next, he was once in the Government, aud 
the 
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the Head of a Party; but he too much neg- 
ieted both, to admire a ſinging Creature at 


the Opera, whom no body elſe could admire, 


and yet he gave her four thouſand Chequins 
for her Favour, and the like Sum repeated 
to keep it ſecret ; but as there are few Things 
fuch in the Prince's Court to whom I be- 


long, you may depend upon Dame Intelli 


gence for what you hear. 

See that gay Lady who laughs aloud, and 
lolls upon her Companion, her Eyes by in- 
tervals thrown abroad in ſearch for Gazers, 
eager to be admired ; ſhe has lately preſent- 


ed her Husband with a conſiderable Addition 


to her Fortune, tho' ſhe had a large one be- 
fare; a Relation has been ſo kind as to die, 
and leave her the Power of ſueh a Compli- 
ment, which is no more than is neceſſary to 


ſoften her ill Conduct; at this very Minute 


the receives a Billet from the Fruit-Woman. 
under the Pretence of buying that Basket of 
Cheries; Coquet as ſhe is, it won't be caſy 
to her, unleſs the whole Prado know the is 
admired ; at the next Round we ſhall find 
her reading on't that the World may fee how 
well Things go with her. The Husband of 
this airy Lady is as great. a Libertine as her 
felf; he always diſtinguiſh'd himſelf by his 
Humility and ee in careſſing deſ- 
ee poor Creatures, abandoned by all 
Things but the Extremes of Vice; theſe he 
can with Pleaſure revel away his Time, and 
large Eſtate upon, tho' he be reported to 
have Underſtanding. The Lady hed on 
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| Seagreen Deity ; handſome, and of an emi- 


and therefore did not ſo much diſtruſt her ill 


* 


Affair with one of the young Sons of the 


nent Extraction: Lady Hertha, his Siſter, 
was intimate with Clariſſa, ſo is the Lady 
named that we were ſpeaking of; they 
would often wonder together at the Caprice 
of Men; how Clariſa's Husband neglecting 
her, could dote, as he did, upon the laſt 
and loweſt of Womankind. She ſcorned 
however to revenge theſe Abuſes upon her 
ſelf, and ſo to be à Sufferer both ways; ſhe 
knew better than to take up with the ſolita- 
ry Relief of Prayers and Tears, there were 
other Comforts better fitted to her Genius; 
ſhe would not vainly waſte her Vouth in Re- 
tirement, expecting a Reformation that 
might never happen; but dreſſes, rambles, 
plays, intrigues, is managed by her Woman, 
and a Mantua-maker is become her chief 
Favourite. Lady Bertha's lovely Brother 
purſued his good Fortune, and was even 
put into Clariſſa's Bed, in his Siſter's Night- 
Dreſs. I believe, Lady Vertue, they did 
not conſult your Excellence, ſo much as 
Convenience, when the faſhionable Eftab- 
liſhment was made of ſeparate Beds. Cla- 
riſſa uſed to have whole Nights to her ſelf, 


Fortune, or fear that ſhe ſhould be diſturb d 
now; but as ſhe was throwing off her 
Clothes, to fly to Lady Bertha's Boſom, 
ber Husband comes into the Room to paſs 
the Night with her. She runs to the Door 
to ſtop him, fawns- and ſmiles, — her 

! rms 


| : — = — 
4 2 - — — — — EE 8 7 
— — — 2 — — - — — — — — A 
— _—_ = — "== — — a 4 x K — 1 2 — 
— — — — — - — * — > — - wh n 3 n ge 2 — 2 
py . Too 3 ag 2 . * — — 5 = 
* __ —— * —— — * — 5 ö — — 
— FLEE 4 * by — * — 222 — 2 5 = b * 
— * 2 — n 5 — 2 - pl en nn, 2 * 5 7 act - * . 
I 6,2” fu aa * =; 2 2 22 4 
_— r 7 >» — 5 
Cs - + Sl ; 8 © 
. 5 ” IE * 5 2 . —— 
— = Þ owe - . i 
. pra 5 —— . Lark nn 
. — 2 ds" 2h 12 A - gent 2 — gm Ak ca? —_— — 2 = 2 % 
x 2 . Cn * 5 8 


13 
14 
x z 


— ä — — 
— — r 


i 
io 
; 
1 


N 
0 
| 
'Þ 
4 


4 


190 The New Atalantis. Vol. I. 


Arms about his Neck, and with a Kiſs, 
whiſper'd in his Ear that Lady Bertha was 

gone into Bed, very ill of the Head-ach, and 
He ſhould take heed how he made a noiſe to 
diſturb her. Monſieur lov'd the Ladies too 
well to be indifferent on that Chapter; he 
could not hear ſo handſome a one was laid 
in his Place, but he reſolved he would be 
paid for his Conceſſion; therefore he tells 
Clariſſa, a Kiſs he muſt and would have of 
Lady Bertha, and half a dozen good Hugs, 
or ſhe muſt not expect to lie there. Cariſſa 
begg'd he would return to his own Apart- 
ment ; Lady Bertha would never forgive 
her, ſhe did not uſe to be kiſſed and tumbled, 
That was all one, ſhe muſt begin now then; 
what did ſhe do in his Bed? The Plot 
thickned, gueſs at their Confuſion. As to 
the Heroe in Pinners, I ſuppoſe he ſcorned 
to tremble, unleſs it were for the ſake of his 
Miftreſs ; however, he left the Matter to 
Women, who are always readily aſſiſted by 
Fortune, when their ill Conduct precipitates 


them into Dangers ; he only hid himſelf 


in the Pillows, and pull'd the Bed-clothes 
cover him, left his Chin ſhould not be quite 
ſo ſoft as his Siſters. The Husband threw 
himſelf upon her (as he imagin'd) hugg'd 
and embraced her as ſhe lay covered up, en- 
deavoured to get at her Face, pulled the Bed- 
clothes with all his might, Clariſſa him, bur 
in vain, till he roſe of himſelf, and ſwore 
Lady Bertha was the ſtrongeſt Woman he 
ever met with in his Life; begged but one 
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Kiſs, and he would be gone. French Ma- 


duamoi ſelle cried, Lady Bertha would never 


come again; ſhe was certainly provoked, 
and would ſpeak to none of them whilſt he 
was in the Room. Clariſſa gave her ſelf vio- 
lent Airs, and askd him it he would never 
have done being a Brute ? Did he know no 


Diſtinction? Was a Woman of Quality 


(who did her the Honour to paſs the Night 
with her) to be uſed in that Manner? Fie 
upon him! he might be aſham'd of him- 


ſelf for ever. Thus ſhe taunted the kind 


Husband to his own fide, but not without 
threatning how many Kiſſes he would have 
in the Morning, when Lady Berthas Head 


was better; and begging Clariſſa not to let 
her go, till he had made her pay ſufficiently 


for robbing him of his Place. But the Lady 


durſt not ſtand the Encounter; when he came 


| there to drink his Chocolate by her Bed fide, 


as he thought, he found the Bird flown; 


 Madamoiſelle Frippery the Suivante told him, 
Lady Bertha was ſo very angry at his Rude- 


neſs, and ſo afraid of him, that ſhe could 


not ſleep all Night long, left he ſhould come 


in, by virtue of his Maſter-Key, to diſturb 


her, which made her Head to ach ten times 


worſe than it did before, and ſent her away, 


at Five inthe Morning, to her own Houſe, 

to recover the Fatigue ſhe had ſuffered that 

Night for want of Sleep. 
Your Divinities having naturally a regard 


to the Ingenious, be pleaſed to dire& your 
Eyes towards the pair of Beaus in the next 


Chariot : | 
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Chariot ; the Equipage belongs to him that 
fits of the left Hand ; who, by boaſting of 
an intimate Friendſhip with the other, has 
got himſelf enroll d among, and in the Ca- 
talogue of Wits, not forgetting a very ne- 
ceſſary Ingredient, a good Eſtate; as large as 
you ſee him, his Father and Grandfather 
are both profeſs d Sparks, and ſpruce up in 
Cherry, and other gaudy colour'd Silk Stock- 
ings : He talks of Rochefoucault, Fontenell, 
la Bruyere, as his intimate Acquaintance, and 
even gives the latter the Preference ; when 
I can't but find what ſeems moſt eminent in 
him, is but borrowed from the other two. 
If a Man of Eſtate has a mind to be thought 


192 


to have a Genius, he has but to fall in la- 
bour of ſome little Trifle, a Prologue, Epi- 


logue, Song, or Flouriſh to Cælia, and be 
generous to the next Poet he can get his 

riend to adviſe to dedicate to him, and 
preſently he's Virgil and Mecænas too. The 
Gentleman looks indiſpoſed at preſent, his 
native Fire quench'd in unnatural Tiſſane, 
elſe nothing ſo gay and ſo coquet : pardon the 
Expreſſion, it may not be thought fo pro- 


per for the Sex, but they of late ſeem to put 


in for anequal Claim. He angles, not with- 
out a ſtrainof Affectation, for Hearts; catch- 
es at Applauſe; ſoftens his Eyes and Voice; 
gives Snuff to the Ladies upon his Knees, 
that his fair Perſon may appear to Advantage 


with that graceful and ſubmiſſive Turn. 


His Buſineſs (till of late) has rather been to 
make Love than take it; but a certain Mili- 
tary's 
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tary's Wife has had more Darts for him 


than are neceſſary ; he was too nice to di- 


tune, which was laviſhed with the Prodiga- 


| lity of a new and true Lover. He had a 


troubleſome Place of Profit in the Govern- 
ment, a Thing quite out of his Road ; he 


loved Writing, indeed, but not that ſort, it 


engroſs d too much of his Lime; he could 
not ſpare it from his fair Miſtreſs, and the 
Muſes; but to quit it with a better Grace, 


he took the laudable and ſingular Pretence 


of being diſguſted, becauſe a Friend of his, 
who procur d it him, was diſcharged from 
an Office upon which bis in ſome Meaſure 
depended ; tho' the Truth is, himſelf had 
made ſuch Diſcoveries againſt the ill Manage- 
ment of the Miniſter, that it was but vain 
for him to hope to keep it after. 

They tell you that his Miſtreſs, not con- 
tented with all the Love that handſome Per- 


ſon of his could beſtow, went in ſearch of 
other Adventures, the Conſequence of which 
is, ſending him to the Doctors for Tiſane. 
They ſay he loves her even to a Forgiveneſs 
of That and all other Faults. I can but 
ſmile to think, how, whilſt the Height of the 
Love-ſick Fever laſts, the Women have their 
Turn of revenging the Injuries that are done 
to others of their Sex. A perſon, whilſt ne 
is beloved, can commit no Crimes, for as 
5 1 Roche- 
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Roche j oucault, As long 4s we love we can for 


give. | 

- That Friend of his on the Right, is a near 
Favourite of the Muſes, he has touched the 
Drama with truer Art than any of his Con- 
temporaries; comes nearer Nature and the 
Antients, unleſs in his laſt Pertormance, 
which indeed met with moſt Applauſe, how- 
ever leaſt deſerving. But he ſeemed to knoy 
what he did, deſcending from himſelf, to 
write to the Many, whereas before he wrote 
to the Few, I find a wonderful deal of 
good Senſe in that Gentleman; he has Wit, 
without the Pride and Affectation that ge- 
nerally accompanies, and always corrupts 


His Myra is as well celebrated as Ovid's 
Corinna, and as well known. How happy 
is he in the Favour of that lovely Lady ? 
She too deſerves Applauſe (beſides her Beau- 


ty) for her Gratitude and Senſibility to fo | 


deſerving an Admirer. There are few Wo- 
men, when they once give in to the Sweet; 


of an irregular Paſſion, care to confine 


themſelves even to him that firſt endear d it 
to them; not ſo the charming Myra, ſhe loves 
the Pleaſure but in regard to the Lover, not 


the Lover for the fake of the Pleaſure. 


Would you believe that Weather-beaten 
Equipage, of two Years ſtanding, belongs 
to the richeſt Prince in Atalantis * Nay, al- 
moſt as rich as all the Princes put together, 
with as narrow a Soul; nothing ſeems to me 
to be a truer Emblem of it, than the trance 
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into his own Palace, the large magnificent 


Gate is entirely made up, there's no Paſlage 
that way ; you goin bya ſmall Poſtern, or 


vey d to his Heart. A certain Poet had oc- 
caſion to name him in a Panegyrick, and 
not doubting of a very good Reward, pre- 


ſented one of them to his Highneſs: He or- 


dered two Pieces for a ſorry Gratuity ; but 


| before it could be received, the Poet was ob- 


liged to leave a Receipt with the Steward, 


for ſo much in Silver, Gold not happening 
to be in the Treaſury at that time: I would 


fain know, if there's to be found upon the 
File at any other Prince's in Europe, a Cer- 
tificate of that Nature? | 
That opulent Heireſs, bis Daughter, makes 
the Princeſs ſmile, whom I ſerve ; ſhe will 
give her occaſion in a little time, to make 
uſe of her thouſand Ears, and her thouſand 
Tongues. = | 
Behold the Reverſe of what laſt paſs d us; 
ſee that magnificent, young, and graceful 
Prince, the Duke de Beaumond; his Horſes 
are, in their kind, almoſt as well caſt as him- 
ſelf, and all from his own Breed. He claims 
a Deſcent from a long Race of Kings, and 
an unrainted Loy alty, derived from his glo- 
rious Predeceſſors. He is young, you ſee, 
juſt ſtep'd upon the Stage of the World; his 
Inclinations are fitted to his Birth : He will 
ſhew what it is to be a Prince, that is, what 
a Prince ought to be, 1 humane, 
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ſedate, free from all thoſe Vices that ruff 
the Calm of Vouth, and coſt the beſt Pan 
of their Time to reform from, if ever they 
reform. He's an Encourager of the real ln: 
genious, not fond of Applauſe ; nor yet, 
with Pride and Sullenneſs, rejecting it from 


| thoſe who know where to give it; he will 


imitate his illuſtrious Grand-farher in his 
Practice of all the Vertues. Oh Afrra! 
We muſt lead you to his Palace, where both 
your Divinities will be ſatisfied, will be 
charm'd, to find ſo perfect a Reſemblance of 


| your ſelves! 


Does your Excellencies behold who fill 
that large handſome Coach? People that 


ſeem to be very merry, and infinitely at eaſe, 


but many a Heart-ake has gone to the form- 
ing of that Equipage ; a notorious Game- 
ſter, who for his Excellency in that Faculty, 
has a Mock-Title given him ; he's called 


Monſicur le Chevalier, by thoſe Fools he has 
| Cheated out of their real Eſtates. No Body 


lives greater than he does; luxurious Din- 
ners ; Quails, Hortolans, Terrene, Pheaſants, 
Eggs, China-Birds-Neſts, Hermitage, Cham: 
aign; whatever is to be bought or procured. 
he Jolly Woman on the Left-hand paſſes 


for his Wife; tho' the Lady 1 have the Ho- 


nour to ſerve, not only whiſpers, but ſpeaks 
aloud, that, notwithſtanding her Demure- 


neſs, her appearing in all Places of Credit, 
Haunting the Publick, viſiting and being 
viſited, ſhe has a lawful Husband alive. 


Obſerve but the Widow on the . 
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t ruſe Þ 


becauſe he loves Niceties, he has got her to 


live in the Houſe with him; ſhe's a Lady of 
the beſt Intelligence in the World; ſhe 
knows what's done at all the Aſtemblies ; 
who goes to the Chocolate-houſe for Let- 
ters; whence they come; what Anſwers are 
he will 
| loſes at Hazard and Baſſet; when fuch a 
| Lady granted the Favour; how long before 
it is probable that another may be brought 
will be 
ance of 
| and yet ſhe's older than ſhe looks for ; that 
rho fill Þ 1 Fa 
for how can that be ſaid to wear out, that's 
made new or renewed every Morning? 
| She's handſome by Nature, but loves Mo- 
| ney too well; her Admirers are infinite, 
| ſhe has been the Faſhion theſe twelve Years, 
and that's a long Time in this varying Age, 
ef pony when we conſider Le Cad 


returned; who wins at the Races; who 


to do the ſame ; ſhe's very near being one 
of the youngeſt Grandmothers in Aalantis, 


artificial Face of her's will ſtill be the ſame ; 


Ai- 
ſire du Hoſtel Royale furniſhes great part of 
her Expence, and upholds her Chariot for 


the Prado, where this faux Prude ſet at gaze, 
ſcorns to own the leaſt Acquaintance in 
{ Publick, nor will return a civil Salute to 
thoſe whoſe leſſer Vices are not crowned 
as eminently with Fortune's Favours as her 


own; tho' ſhe makes no ſcruple in private 


at Cards, to manage them out of their 
Money. As to the Chevalier, by Whim 


and Cuſtom, fo called, he roſe (if it may 
be called riting) from the very Dregs of 
the People, a Waiter at a Bonling-Croen, 
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from the moſt abject Slavery, to the greateſt 
Profuſion of Wealth and Pleaſure. Had 
either of your Divinities aſſiſted his Aſcent, 
it had been glorious; but in his Practice he 
has nothing to do with Juſtice, or any other 
of the Vertues. Fortune is only pleaſed to 


 Thew how Ted e ſhe can work, to 


let the gaudy Gameſter ſhine in the Circle, 
whoſe original Place was among his Livery- 


Companions, at the Gate; ſhe makes them 


acceptable to, and Companions of the 


Greateſt ; thoſe eminent both for Quality 


and Beauty, hug theſe Scoundrels to their 
Boſom, ſet them glaring in the Face of 
Day, for the well- managing « Die; for if 
a Man be but once Maſter of Money, this 
complaiſant Age never ſcruples how he came 

It. 

Vertue.] Who is that alone in vonder 
Chariot? his Equipage is handſome, but 
his Perſon needs no Setting off: He appears 


much a Gentleman; his Eyes are continu- 


ally on the next Coach, which is adorn d 
with a wonderful gay Lady. She either 
ſings well, or fancies ſhe does, for I've ob- 
ſerv'd, that ſtill as the came round, the was 
humming an Air : Sure ſhe was at the Cha- 
riot Race; he ſeems to ſteal his Glances, 
and be upon the reſerve. 

Intell.) J muſt take leave to anſwer your 
Mightineſs, without Power, by a Leer, and 
a malicious Smile, becauſe 1 am infinitely 
pleaſed at your Query, it borders ſo much 
upon my beloved Diverſion, Scandal ; 2 
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lets me into a very ample Theme: Tis the 
Chevalier Bellair, of an ancient Family, 


and a conſiderable Eſtate; yet fond of Ho- 


nour, he has liſted himſelf under Bellona, 
and moſt part of the Year expoſes himſelf 
(that fine Perſon of his) to the 5 | 
ok the Campaign, the reſt of his In 
he votes wholly to the Lady you ſee in 
that Coach. At firſt he was as happy as 


1me 


Love and Opportunity, with the _ of 
eo- 


ftant, and has left him to wait whole Days 


together at the Chocolate-Houſe, in expe- 


ation of the happy Moment for her cal- 
ling of him, according to her Promiſe 


] whilſt ſhe, drown'd in the looſer Revels of 


Wine, and new Love, forgets that he is 


upon Duty, impatient, and fretting at her 
Delay. Gn 

Poetical Dignity, he firſt made her a Muſe, 
and ſhe in return made him a Fortune; 


e of his Rivals is a Perſon of 


his Bounty was imaginary, hers ſubſtantial. 
b Quality, whom I have 
already ſhewn you in the Prado, may be 


| calld another; but ſtill the Chevalier is the 
| ſtanding Diſh, and may very well go down 
; when in the Country, where her Husband 
1s going to confine her; their Villa's are 


not far diſtant from each other. Her Lord 
has what he wanted, an Heir, to deprive 
the next Succeſſor, whom he mortally hates 


© RES an 
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and thinks it high Time, by Baniſhment, to 
put an end to her publick Indiſcretions. 


The Prado empties apace ; *tis almoſt 


Night ; the King's Deceaſe has put all Things 
out of Frame; at another Time you thould 
have ſeen twenty times the number of 
Coaches. View that beautiful black Lady, 
ſhe has the killing'ſt Eyes in the World; 
ſhe firſt brought the bright Olive-Beauty 
In requeſt ; but weary with her own native 
Charms, ſhe chang'd her Complexion, and 
turn'd fair; the Town would not be im- 
pos'd upon, they could not fo ſuddenly loſe 
their Memory, they would attribute to Art 


what the Lady endeavour'd to paſs upon 


them for Nature. To her it is that we owe 
the firſt Aſſembly and Invention of giving 
Muſick in the King's Gardens. A certain 
Miniſter, renown'd for Wit, and call'd a 
Poet by all the Poets, (for fathering one 
Copy of Verſes, by whomſoever wrote) the 
Mecenas of the Age, an Honour acquir'd 
with little Expence, where few or none are 


found to conteſt it with him, they ſcorn to 


be guilty of that unfaſhionable Vice, Gene- 
rofity to the Ingenious. He was in Love 
with this Lady, and wanting Opportunity 
to declare his Paſſion, bethought himſelf 
of giving the Royal Muſick, and beſt Voices 

in a Manner, where the whole Court would 
not fail to come, becauſe they were ſure to 
find only themſelyes, the Cits being either 
ignorant of the Aſſembly, or excluded. It 
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fortunately anſwer'd his Expectations; af- 
ter the Muſick was over, the Lady was ſeen 


to walk with him down a cloſe Walk, where 


ſome that belong to my Prince's Court, do 
not ſtick to report, ſhe gave bim the Pro- 
miſe of a more fortunate Rendezvous. 

See that dapper ſquar Gentleman, with 
a tolerable Face, poring on a Book, and 


feigning to read, tho' it be too dark to fee 2 


He would willingly be thought a Wit ; not 
one of the Writers, but brisk at Repartee. 
By large Promiſes he has often bubbled the 
common Women out of what they had to 
beſtow ; but is now, with his own Con- 


ſent, ſufficiently bubbled himſelf. Lauren- 


tia, a young Courtezan, who owes her Birth 
to the free-born Joys of Love, has had the 
good Fortune to captivate him in ſuch a 


manner, that he renounces the whole Sex: 
for her Sake, and *tis thought he may. be- 


ſuch a Fool as to marry her, which 1s 
more than ever her Mother could perſwade 
her Father to do for her, tho' ſhe be a 
Woman of an intriguing Brain : But ha- 


ving profited by her own Miſtakes, ſhe in- 


ſtructs her Daughter in the Art of Manage- 
ment. This ſeems to me a ſort of Length- 


ning of Life, or of living one's Time over 
again; at this rate a Courtezan: (the: 
Daughter of a Courtezan) muſt be much: 
too cunning for any Man in the World. 
She joins her Mother's Experience to her 
own Youth and Charms, and ſo ſet out 
may pretend to out-wit the Devil himſelf, 
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x he once appear in the Shape of a Gal- 
lant. | 

Laurentia's Mother affecting Quality- 
Airs in all what ſhe ſays or does, drew in 
a pretty Boy to marry her Girl, while they 
were both very young: The Boy had Friends 
at Court, that might have provided well 
for him, but this unlucky Marriage put him 
out of Hopes ; they ſent him among the 
Marines : In a little Time he grew into 
great Diflike of what he had done, in wed- 
ding the Daughter of ſuch a Creature, and 
was either kill'd, or elſe dy'd fo ſoon after 
that ſhe was left a young Widow, and a 
moot Point whether not a Virgin, ſo the 
Mother would have had it believ'd, by all 
that were not likely to make Experience 
of the contrary : Their Circumſtances were 
then very low; ſomething to better them, 
ſhe could not refuſe the Priviledge of her 
| Houſe to a declining Coquet, who was her 
intimate Friend, and had made her many 
Preſents. This Lady, after a long Run of 
Love and Gallantry, having rather increas'd 
char diminiſh'd the Fortune her Father left 
her, found a young Gentleman Fool enough 
to marry her, tho' he had a pretty Eſtate 
in Hopes, depending on a pretended Uncle 
or a real Father. One would have thought 
it was an Obligation to her to prove a good 
Wife; but like the Cat metamorpos'd in- 
to a Lady, the muſt run at the Mice, tho 
ſhe were ſure to loſe her Preferment by it, 
and be turn'd into a Cat again; Cans a0 


2 


Vor. I. 
Gallantry 
nounc d; 
more to n 
ry'd, ſhe. 
his Houſe. 
by her Ar. 
Charms, « 
them ; he 
and, as ti 
new One. 
Gold Wat 
to her Foc 
from one 
Honour © 
had one o 
bility in - 

He part 
ployment, 
Miſtreſs ir 
paſs, and 
that heig] 
thing almc 
her Moth 


Diſcourſe 


Daughter 
ill Thing ; 
Honour, 


he hears | 


whence th 


Wax-Ligb 


and rich ( 
an Age 
brought R 


do ſeen 


Vol. I. The New Atalantis. 203 


Gallantry were not Things ſo eaſily re- 
nounc'd ; but becauſe ſhe had ſomething 
more to manage than before the. was mar- 
ry d, ſhe met with her Lover Incognito at 
his Houſe, till at laſt, Laurentias Mother, 
by her Artifice, and extolling her Daughter's 
Charms, drew the Chevalier to confider 
them ; he became falſe to his old Miſtreſs, 
and, as tis ſuppos'd, paid the Price for his 
new One. Then was the Girl ſeen in a 
Gold Watch, that had ſcarce before a Shoe 
to her Foot; thus was ſhe introduc'd, till 
from one degree to another, ſhe roſe to the 
Honour of pleaſing this Gentleman, who. 
had one of the beſt Eſtates beneath the No- 
bility in Angela. | 
He parted with a very conſiderable Em- 
ployment, to get ready Money to put his 
Miſtreſs into Repair; from a narrow Com- 
paſs, and poor Education, ſhe is rifen to 
that height of Expence and Delicacy, no- 
thing almoſt is nice enough to pleaſe either 
her Mother or her ſelf. The old One's 
Diſcourſe trolls all upon Vertue, that her 
Daughter would ſooner die than to do an- 
ill Thing ; we can anſwer for our Daughter's 
Honour, I wonder ſome Macilente (when 
he hears her thus exclaim) does not ask, 
whence then are deriv'd theſe fine Lodgings, 
Wax-Lights, Card-Aſſemblies, nice Eating, 
# and rich Cloaths ? We live no longer in. 
5 an Age when Fairy Kings and Queens 
brought Riches to Mortals: People are ſel- 
do ſeen to change into ſuch E ö 
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without a viſible Wherefore. The Spark, 
I think, does not pretend to diſſemble, or 
elſe whence comes thoſe paſſionate Rap- 
tures ? That he'll never love another Wo- 


man, if Laurentia will never ſuffer another 


Man. They have made a reciprocal Vow, 
not to kiſs, touch, or ſcarce to come near 
any of the Sex but themſelves. Hence 1 
ſuppoſe it is, that we find him reading in 
the Prado, for fear he ſhould be thought to 
take a Pleaſure in looking at any Woman 
but his Miſtreſs. | 
That diſagreeable Woman that whisks 
away next, is always dirty, ev'n when ſhe's 
ſet out with Jewels ; ſhe loves Cards better 
than any Thing but Money, and for the 
Sake of Money ſhe loves Cards. Being 
firſt vpon the Place appointed, the Day 
that ſhe was going (within the Year) to 
beſtow her ſelf in ſecond Marriage, the told 
the Gentleman, She hop'd *twas lucky, for 
ſo it happen'd with her other Husband, 
who fortunately dy'd firſt, and left her yery 
rich. One would have thought this Com- 
pliment would have diſorder d the Bride- 
groom; but he wanted nothing of her but 
er Money, and therefore made her this 
Repartee: the Omen was not leſs auſpicious 
to him, for exactly ſo it happen'd with his 
other Wife, who more fortunately for him, 
dy d firſt, and left him the Poſſibility and 
Honour of becoming her Husband. 
She lets a Brother of hers want Bread, in 
2 common Priſon ; tis true, he has loſt to 
0 2 Game- 


vo L. | # 


Gameſter: 
and a ve 
Relation 
they ougl 
ſo near 
it is ſo n 

O let 
with Lar 
for Vice 
up in a 
loſt in hi 
Face, an 
inform n 


cannot y. 


Monſieui 
to his N 
does; ha 
lation, a 
was born 
and Inſi: 
genteel!] 
very fave 
pecially 


you'll ta 


of his 81 
duc'd, ſe 
able Ori 
Wr iter, 


we ſee, 


might . 


very De 
genuine 
ries not 

Ireme 
3 wretch 


NN 2 <Q >a mr © U 


— = 
2 


* 


1 


vol. I. The New Atalantis, 205 
Gameſters an incredible Sum of Money, 
and a very great Eſtate; but ſtill, let our 
Relations be never ſo abandon d, 1 think 
they ought to receive bare Subſiſtance from 
ſo near a one as a Siſter, eſpecially when 
itis ſo much in one's Power, as it is in hers, 

O let me eaſe my Spleen ! I ſhall burſt 
with Laughter; theſe are proſperous Times 
for Vice: Dye ſee that black Beau, (ſtuck 
up in a pert Chariot) thick-ſet, his Eyes 
loſt in his Head, hanging Eye-brows, broad 
Face, and tallow Complexion ; 1 long to 


inform my ſelf if the Coach be his own, he © 
cannot yet ſure pretend to that. He's call'd 


Monſieur le Ingrate, he ſhapes his Manners 
to his Name, and is exquiſitely ſo in all he 
does; has an inexhauſtible Fund of Diſſimu- 
lation, and does not bely the Country he 
was born in, which is fam'd for Falſehood 
and Infincerity ; has a World of Wit, and 
genteel Repartee: He's a Poet too, and was 
very favourably received by the Town, eſ- 
pecially in his firſt Performance, where, if 
you'll take my Opinion, he exhauſted moſt 
of his Stock; for what he has ſince pro- 
duc'd, ſeem but faint Copies of that agree- 
able Original. Tho' he's a moſt incorrect 
Writer, he pleaſes in ſpight of the Faults 
we fee, and own. Whether Application 
might not burniſh the Defect, or if thoſe 
very Defeats were brightned, whether the 
genuine Spirit would not fly off, are Que- 
ries not ſo eaſily reſolv'd. | 8 

I remember him almoſt tother Day, but 
z wretched common Trooper: He had the 


Luck 
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Luck to write a ſmall Poem, and dedicates 
it to a Perſon whom he never ſaw, a Lord 
that's ſince Dead, who had a ſparkling Ge- 
nius, much of Humanity, loved the Muſes, 
and was a very good Soldier. He encourag'd 


his Performance, took him into his Family, 


and gave him a Standar in his Regiment, 
The genteel Company that he was let into, 
aſſiſted by his own Genius, wiped off the 
Ruſt of Education; he began to poliſh his 
Manners, to refine his Converſation, and, 
in ſhort, to fit himſelf for ſomething better 
than what he had been us'd'to. His:Morals 
were looſe, his Principles -nothing but Pre- 
tence, and a firm Reſolution of making his 
Fortune, at what rate ſoever ; but becauſe he 
was far from being at Faſe that way, he co- 
ver d all by a moſt profound Diſſi mulation, 

not in his Practice, 2 in his Words; not 
in his Actions, but his Pen; where he af- 
fected to be extreme Religious, at the ſame 
time when he had two different Creatures 
lying-in of baſe Children by him. The 
| Perſon who had done ſo much for him, not 
doing more, he thought all that he had done 
for him was below his Deſert; he wanted to 
riſe faſter than he did. There was a Perſon 
who pretended to the great Work, and he 
was ſo vainas to believe the illiterate Fel- 
low could produce the Philoſopher's Stone, 
and would give it him. The Quack found 
him a Bubble to his Mind, one that had 
Wit, and was ſanguine enough to cheat 
himſelf, and ſaye him abundance of Words 
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and Trouble in the r Well, a Houſe 


is taken, and furnith'd, Furnaces built, and 
to Work they go; the young Soldier's little 
ready Money immediately flies off, his Cre- 
dit is next ſtak d, which foon likewiſe va- 
niſhes into Smoak. The Operator tells him, 


Twas not from ſuch ſmall Sums as thoſe he 


muſt expe& Perfe&ion ; what he hed ſeen 
hitherto was inſignificant, or minute, as one 
Grain of Sand compar'd to the Sea ſhore, in 
value of what he might aſſure himſelf of in 
the noble Purſuit of Nature ; that he would 


carry him to wait upon a Gentleman very 


Ingenious, who had ſpent more than ten 
times that Sum in the Hands of the Ignorant, 
yet convinc'd of the Foundation, was ready 


to join with him in the Experiment to go on 


with a new Attempt. Accordingly Mon- 
ſieur is introduced to one, who was indeed 
a Friend to the Quack, but did not abſolute- 
ly confide in his Skill: Tho' he ſtill believed 
there was ſucha Thing as the Philoſopher's 
Stone; yet hearing how illiterate this pre- 
tended Operator was, he could not imagine 


he had attain'd that Secret in Nature, which 


was never purchas'd, (if ever purchas'd at 
all) but with great Charge and Experience, 
This Gentleman had an airy Wife, who 
pretended to be a ſort of a Director in the 
Laws of Poetry, believed her ſelf to be a 
very good ſudge of the Excellencies and De- 


fects of Writing: She was mightily taken 


with Monſieurs Converſation. pray“ him 
otten to favour her that way. Being intorm- 
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ed of the Narrowneſs of his Circumſtances, 
ſbe gave him Credit to her Midwife, for aſ- 
ſiſtance to one of his Damoſels that had 
ſworn an unborn Child to him; the Wo- 
man was maintain'd till her Lying-in was 
over, and the Infant taken off his Hands, 
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par la ſage Femme, for ſuch and ſuch Con- 
ſiderations upon Paper ; he had no Money 
to give; that was beforehand evaporated in- 
to Smoke. Still the Furnace burnt on, his 
Credit was ſtretch'd to the utmoſt ; Demands 
came quiek upon him, and grew clamorous ; 


he had neglected his Lord's Buſineſs and even 


left his Houſe, to give himſelf up to the vain 
purſuits of Chymiſtry. The Lady who had 
taken a Friendſhip for him, upon the Score of 
his Wit, made it her Buſineſs to inform her ſelf 
from her Husband, of the Probability of their 
Succeſs ; he gave her but cold Comfort in 
the Caſe, and even went ſo far as to tell her, 
he believed that Fellow knew nothing of the 
Matter, tho' there was a great City-Hall ta- 
ken, and Furnaces ordered to be built, that 
they might have room to tranſmute abun- 
dantly. The Operator had perſuaded the 
young Chymiſt to ſell his Commiſſion; he 
was very buſy about that Affair, and even 
repin'd that he met not a Purchaſer as ſoon 
as he deſired, for he thought every Hour's 
Delay kept him from his imaginary King- 
dom; but it was to be fear'd, when he had 
ut the Money into the Doctor's Hands, to 
Q laid out in Mercury, and other Drugs, 
that were to be tranſmuted into Sol, (as 15 
| a dum 
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x a Sum as it was) he would give him the Slip, 

: and go out of the Nation with it. Ihe La- 
dy was good-natur'd, and deteſted the Cheat; 
the begg'd her Husband, that he would give 
her leave to diſcover it. He advis'd her a- 

5 gainſt it, it might do them both a Miſchief; 

f but ſhe inſiſted ſo much upon it, that he bid 

/ her to do what ſhe would. The Lady was 
$ 

; 


then in Childbed, among a merry up-litting 
of the Goſſi ps, Monſieur made one; his Ge- 
nius ſparkled among the Ladies, he made 
Love to them all in their Turn, whiſper'd 
ſoft Things to this, ogled other, kiſs'd the 
| Hand of that, went upon his Knees to a 
fourth, and ſo infinitely pleas'd them, that 
| they all cry'd he was the Life of the Compa- 
Iny. The ſick Lady was gone to repoſe her 
ſelf upon her Bed, and ſent for Monſieur to 
come to her alone, for ſhe had ſomething to 
ſay to him. Vain of his Merit, he did not 
doubt but ſhe was going to make him a paſ- 
ſionate Declaration of Love, and to tell him 
how ſenſible ſhe was of his Charms; he even 
fancy'd ſhe withdrew, becauſe poſſibly ſhe 
was uneaſy at thoſe Profeſſions of Gal antry 
he had been making to others. He approach- 
ed the Bed-ſide with all the Softneſs and 
Submiſſion in his Air and Eyes, all the Ten- 
derneſs he well knew how to aſſume. The _ 
Lady defir'd him to take a Chair, and afford 
her an uninterrupted Audience in what ſhe 
was going to ſay. This confirmed him in his 
Opinion, and he was even weighing with 
himſelf whether he fhould be kind or * 
| | Ox 
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for the Lady was no Beauty, but lay all 
languiſhing in the becoming Dreſs of a 
Woman in her Circumſtances. 
tain d him very differently from what he 
expected. In ſhort, the diſcoverd the Cheat, 
advis d him to take care of himſelf, and to 
withdraw from that Labyrinth, he was in- 
volved in, as well as he could; he was un- 
done if he ſold his Commiſſion, all the 
World would laugh him to Scorn, and he 
would hardly find a Friend to help him to 
another. A Thunderbolt falling at the Foot 
of a frightned Traveller, could not more 
have confounded him than this did our 
Chymiſt. What! all his Furnaces blown 
up in a Moment, all evaporated into Smoke 


and Air; he could never believe it, the 


Piumes (elate and haughty as he appeared 
before) ſunk upon his Creſt, Who would 
have thought here could have been ſuch a 
ſhrinking tie Soul? Such a Contracted- 
neſs of Genius; ſuch a Poorneſs of Spirit; 
ſo abje& a Fal! from ſo tow'ring a Height? 
He was not able, in half an Hour's Time, 
to ſpeak one Word; his Addreſs was de- 
parted, he knew not what to ſay, only 
| begged leave to retire. *Twas neceſſary that 
he muſt paſs thro' the Chamber where the 
Ladies were, to go to the Stairs; he pulled 
his Hat over his Eyes, without ſeeing them, 
and away he went. The Lady was fatisfy d 
with doing the friendly and honeſt Part, 
let him receive it how he would, The Co- 
quets fell upon her with Violence, and __ 

er 
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her what ſhe had done to Monſieur 2 What 
ſhe had ſaid to him had certainly bewitched 


him. Never was ſuch an Alteration, for 


they had eaſily ſeen his Change of Counte- 
nance and Air. She defended her ſelf as 
well as ſhe could, and they were forced 
to conclude the Entertainment without 
Im. | 

The young Chymiſt was ſo baſe (as he 


afterwards told the Lady) to believe this 


only an Artifice of her Husband to keep the 
learned Doctor to himſelf, and thereby de- 


prive him of his Share of Philoſophical 


Riches; in this Thought he mortally hated 


the Diſcoverer, but his Eyes being open d, 


and his Sight clear'd, he quickly ſaw the 
Fallacy as plain as the Sun at Noon. He 
was already undone, or very near it; they 
had contracted abundance of Debts; the 
Doctor was a ſort of an inſolvent Perſon, the 
Creditors knew that, and did not trouble 
their Heads about him. Monſieur was forc d 
to abſcond; all he could preſerve from the 
Chymical-Shipwreck, was his Commiſſion. 
This Lady engag'd her Husband to ſerve 
him in his Troubles, and ſent him perpe- 
tual Advices when any thing was like to 


happen to him; ſhe prevented him ſeveral 


Times from being perſecuted by the im- 


placable Midwife ; he us d to term her his 
Guardian-Angel, and every Thing that was 


generous and humane. 
But Fortune did more for him in his Ad- 
verſity than would have lain in her Way in 
Proſpe- 
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| Proſperity ; ſhe threw him to ſeek for Re- 
fuge in a Houſe, where was a Lady of vaſt 
Poſſeſſions; he marry'd her, the ſettled all 


upon him, and dy'd ſoon after. He re- mar- 


ry d to an Heireſs, who will be very con- 

ſiderable after her Mother's Deceaſe ; he has 

got a Place in the Government, and now, 
as you ſee, Sparks it in the Prado. 

The Lady who ſerved him, loſt her Huſ- 
band, and fell into a great deal of Trouble; 
after ſhe had long ſuffered, ſhe attempted 
his Gratitude, by the Demand of a ſmall 
Favour, which he gave her Aſſurances of 
ſerving her in; the Demand was not above 
| Ten Pices to carry her from all her Trou- 
bles to a ſafe Sauctuary to her Friends, a 
confiderable Diſtance in the Country; they 
were willing to receive her if ſhe came, but 
not to furniſh her with Money for the 
Journey: He kept her a long Time (more 
than a Year) in ſuſpenſe, and then refus'd 
her in two Lines, by Pretence of Incapa- 
city; nay, refus'd a ſecond Time, to ob- 
lige her with but Iwo Pieces, upon an ex- 
traordinary Exigency, to help her out of 
ſome new Trouble ſhe was involv'd in. 

It is not only to her, but to all that have 
ever ſerv'd him, he has ſhewn himſelf fo 
ingrateful ; the very Midwife was forc'd to 
ſue him: In ſhort, he pays nor obliges 
No-body. 

Aſtrea.] I think you have dwelt much too 
long upon ſo bad a Subject; we may find 
perpetual Inſtances of Ingratitude, but "= 

ew 
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few Specificks againſt it. A Man whoſe 
Principles are corrupted by Hypocriſy and 
Coverouſneſs, can never be either good or 


ric ; it is a great Misfortune to the 


jenerous, they judge others by themſelves, 
and are never undeceiv'd till at their own 


Coſt, and when it is too late to remedy 
8 


Intel l.] There's a demure Lady in that 
Coach, and of Quality too, who had a co- 
mical Adventure happen'd to her ſome 


Nights ago; the Gallant ſhe has choſe, is 


neither young nor rich, nor ſweet, nor 


handſome ; all ſhe could find to induce her 
muſt be his . e and the Reputation 
ing the Lady that favours 


he has of plea 
him; beſides he's a Drunkard, and in his 
Sleep tells all that he has done, and acts 


over again the Buſineſs of the Day. This 
old Stallion of the Senate-Houſe, had a 


Note ſent him by the Lady that her Hus- 


band was gone into the Country, and 


would not return that Night, conſequently 
the invited him to paſs it away with her; 
he ſent her Word he would not fail to obey 


her Commands, but ſtay d too long after 


Supper at the Bottle, believing the Doſe 
would heighten his Spirits : When he came 
to the Lady, it was two Hours beyond the 
Time ſhe had appointed him, but very gay, 


and fluſter'd with Drinking. He's one of 


thoſe that intend to be ever Young tho in 
deſpight of Time, let his Looks contradict 
his Tongue never ſo much; this laſt depends 


upon 
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upon himſelf, and will always be youthful. 
hilſt he was pacifying the Lady's Choler, 
juſtly rais'd againſt him, for baulking her of 
two Hours Diverſion; her Husband with 
Authority knocks at the Door, the Lovers 
were in the Dreſſing-Room over the Bed- 
Chamber, ſhe begg d the Senator to ſtay 
there in the Dark; her Husband uſed to 
fall alleep as ſoon as he was in Bed, and 
then ſhe would come up to him, for twas 
impoſſible to get out now, whilſt their Peo- 
ple were about; then orders her Woman to 
low out the Candles, and down ſhe goes 
into the Bed-Chamber. The Husband was 
returned ſooner than he deſigned, and very 
weary, fo to Bed they went. She waited 
but the Sound of his Noſe to riſe and go to 
her Lover, who by this time, being in the 
dark, and the Fumes of the Wine beginning 
to work, was fallen aſleep himſelf. He puts 
his Hands upon his Cane, and reſting his 
Forehead upon his Hands, reſolv'd to take 
a little Nap; there was a Couch and an 
eaſie Chair in the Room, but he would not 
indulge himſelf there, leſt he ſhould ſleep 
too long, and the Lady finding him in that 
Poſture, might be ſcandaliz d at his ſecond 
Neglect. In his Sleep he fell into a Fit of 
talking, and acting over again what he 
had been doing at the Tavern whence he 
came. It ſeem d (according to Cuſtom) he 
had been quarrelling with the Drawers, who 
knew him ſo well, that till he had called and 
Knocked twenty times, they never cared to 
| come 
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come to him. Being thus agitated in his 
Sleep, he bauled as loud as he could, Ricar- 
do, Tomaſio, Willielmus, and knocked with 
all his Might with his Cane over the Hus- 


band's Head, never waking himſelf with _ 


that Action, no more than thoſe Perſons do 
who are ſaid to walk in their Sleep. The La- 
dy immediately heard him, and was frightn'd 
out of her Wits ; ſhe could not think what 
he ſhould knock for, in that dangerous Place, 
unleſs he were a dying. Nothing, no not 


even giving up the Ghoſt ſhould have forced 


him to make a Noiſe there. Whilſt ſhe was 
buſy with theſe Reflections, he redoubles his 
Efforts ; he dreamt himſelf very angry at the 
Fellows for not coming, and knocks and calls 
again. This quite awaken'd the Husband, who 
had heard the firſt Attempt imperfectly; he 
ſtarts up in the Bed, feels for his Night- 
Gown to rife, and ſee what was the Matter. 
Thieves were in Poſſeſſion of the Houſe, and 


were knocking down the Things over Head. 


His Lady cling'd to him, not in a pretended 


but real Fright, and begs of him for the 


Lord's ſake not to expoſe himſelf ; they 
would ſhoot him dead upon the Spot, for 
they were apparently Maſters of the Houſe 
(Guſt at that unt the knocking and baw- 
ling was repeated) my Lady cry'd they were 
calling of the Rogues together, and they 
ſhould be all killed. At the ſame time ſhe 
rung her Bell for her Woman, who was 
gone down Stairs for ſomething; when ſhe 
was coming into the Chamber, the Senator 

re- 
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renewed his. Battery over-head, which was 
Information enough to the Chamber-maid 
how Things went ; the pretended to let 
fall the Candle in her Fright. The Husband, 
animated with the ſight of the Light (not- 
withſtanding his Wife's Efforts ) was got 


half out of Bed ; the Woman pretends to be 


bereaved of her Senſes with Fear, runs out, 
and double-locks the Door after her, by 
which addreſs her Maſter could not ſtir forth; 


ſhe goes to the noiſy Gallant, wakes him, 
and tells him the Miſchief he has done. 


There needed not many Arguments to in- 
duce him to withdraw, which he was fo 


lucky to do before the Houſe roſe. The 


Woman had the Preſence of Mind to throw 
open the Dreſſing- Room Window which 


anſwered upon a Garden, and conveying a. 


way her Lady's Dreſſing-Plate, and ſome 


ſmall Jewels that were left upon the Toilet, 


ran and called the Footmen and other Ser- 


vants, telling them that there were Thieves 


in the Houſe. Mean time her Mafter made 


a terrible Battery to burſt open the Cham- 
ber-door; the Lady rung the Bell inceſſantly, 


the Family, came together, the Houſe was 
ſearch d but no Thieves found, the Things 
mis d, and the Window wide open. It was 
not doubted but at the Hazzard of their 
Necks, being diſturbed, they were gone 
that way. The Lady had opportunity to ſell 


or beſtow, as he pleaſed, her Sett of Plate 
and Jewels, for her Husband preſented her 


with new. However ſhe tells her Woman, 
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it ought to be a Warning how People make 
Choice of a Debauchee for their Lovers, for 
if all were like hers, they can neither keep 
Counſel awake nor afleep. TS 

The next departing Coach brings us the 
famous laſt Year's Toaſt (a modern Title for 
a reigning Beauty) her Health was drunk by 
the Name of the Bloſſom: She had paſſed 
all her Life before in her own Country, 


without any ſuch Reputation of Charms, 


they even diſtinguithed her not at all; but 
after the prodigious Eclat ſhe had made here, 
Heavens ! how they thronged to admire her, 
they could ſcarce believe they had ever ſeen 
her before, or any Thing ſo beauriful ; ac- 
cuſed their own Blindneſs ! Sure they were 
infatuated ! And a thouſand ſuch Exclama- 
tions. So true it is, that we often borrow 
from others, even to our very Opinion of 
Things and Perſons. 

I fee but two Coaches remaining; the 
laſt is a Hiſtory, and therefore to be told at 
leiſure. > To | 

If your Divinities pleaſe to remove a little 
out of the Duſt they have raiſed ; the Moon 
begins to dance upon the Water in the Canal, 
we will repoſe our ſelves near the Bank, and 
then I'll tell you, that the laſt Coach but 
one holds a young Lady, whoſe Mother had 
ſomething particular in her Fortune, Her 
Husband was a Chevalier, but under ſome 
Circumſtances that had impair'd his Eſtate. 
He reſolv'd to abſent himſelf, till Time and 
his better Oeconomy — redeem 3 
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Misfortune; his Lady knew little of the 
Matter, or ſo pretended: She had, by him, 
a young Son and a Daughter. The Cheva- 
lier had made a flight Acquaintance with a 
Gentleman, of ſo conſideiable an Eſtate, 
that few (who are not Noble) had better, 
and even many of them not ſo good. He 
takes his Wife and two Children with him, 
ſome ſixty odd Miles into the Country to 
this Gentleman, under pretence of making 
him a Viſit. The Gentelman, whoſe Name 
was Ramires, entertain d him according to 
his Temper, not only with Hoſpitality, 
but Generoſity; his Soul was large, he 
lov'd Expence, and to live up to that migh- 
ty Fortune he poſſeſs d. After a while, the 
Chevalier takes his leave of him, and begs 
that his Wife and Children may remain 


there till his Return, which you may be ſure 


he told them would not be long. His La- 
dy was not handſome, but had a prodigi- 
ous deal of Wit and, Management. Some 
think ſhe was let into the Secret by her 
Husband, or at leaſt could not but gueſs at 
their indifferent Circumſtances. She ap- 
plied her ſelf with all poſſible Artifice to 

ain Ramires's Eſteem, knowing that a 
Friend of his Capacity could do; her no 
harm. As much a Country-Gentleman as 
he was, he lov'd Magnificence, and a well- 
order d Table. The Lady Laurentina, that 
is her Name, had a "_ good Genius for 
that, and every thing elſe ; ſhe knew one 
ecrtain Maxim, That to be well receiv'd, 

| | it 
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it is undubitably neceſſary to become uſe. 
ful to thoſe we would recommend our 
ſelves to ; no matter whether to their Bu- 
ſineſs or their Pleaſure, ſo we are but uſe- 
ful. Ramires would often ſay, He had ne- 
ver known the Elegancies of Life, if he had 
not known Laxrentina Without her he 
had ever been ignorant of the true Benefit 
of an Eſtate, and dead to all the Charms 
of Wit and Converſation : She it was that 
had put a new Spirit into him, had refin d 
him from a Brute into a Man. In ſhort, 
ſhe had pur ſomething into him that he was 
unacquainted with before: that little Devil 
of Love had got Poſſeſſion of his Breaſt, 
from whence the Lady took care it ſhould 
not be frightned. Mean time they heard 
nothing from the Chevalier, nor Ramires 
did not deſite ſhe ſhould; tho' amidſt all 
his Paſſion, he could not help wondring 
what he meant, by leaving his Lady and 
Children ſo many Months in a Place fo en- 
tirely ſtrange to them, and almoſt ſo to the 
Chevalier; but he was miſtaken in him, he 
knew what he did ; in the ſmall Time of 
his Acquaintifite, he had ſtudied Ramires 
throughly ; generous and open Tempers 
are much eaſier ſeen to the Bottom than 
others; the Chevalier knew the Charms of 
his Wife's Converſation would quickly com- 
penſate, in Namiress Eſteem, for the Charge 
of their Subſiſtance; which was a Trifle he 
deſpiſed in compariſon to the Company he 
liked, even when Love was not in the 
| K 2 Caſe, 


—— 
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Caſe. The Lady pretended (and it might 


perhaps be really true) that ſhe knew not 


what to think of it; however, as the had 
always been obedient to her Husband, ſhe 
was willing to expect his Return in that 
very Place, becauſe he had commanded her 
not to ſtir till he came to fetch her. In 
ſhort, one Year, two Years, and ſeveral 
Years paſt on, but no News of the Che- 
valier ;. ſtill ſhe was entertain'd with as much 
or more Reſpect than at firſt. Care was 


taken that the beſt Maſters ſhould be had 


to. educate her Children, who were both 
very handſome, you ſaw the Daughter, and 


I can aſſure you, nothing is more agreeable 


than her Son. Ramires paid her a moſt 
e Reſpect; ſhe manag'd the whole 


'Family with the ſame Air and Authority 


as if it were her own; the beſt Apartment 
was hers ; the Servants plac'd or diſplac'd 
as ſhe pleaſed ; her own and Childrens Ex- 
pence (even to their very Clothes) defray'd 


out of the Eſtate. Ramires was never ſo 


eaſy as when he ſaw her ſo ; neither could 
there be any Thing that he heard was the 
Mode, either for Dreſs or. Living, but he 
cauſed to be preſented to her and Made- 
moiſelle Margerita her Daughter. Ramires 
was 2 young Man, all his Friends preſt 
him to marry, for an Heir to preſerve his 
Name ; he told them, he was very much 
at caſe for that; an Eſtate ſeldome wanted 
an Heir. He caus'd his Siſter's Son to be 
brought to his Houſe, and made him * 
is 
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his Education with Laurentinas Children; 
they were now grown up to an Age where- 
in the Inclinations begin to diſtinguiſh 
themſelves. Laurentina had ſo well pack'd 
the Cards, that the was almoſt ſure of the 
Game, Namires, at her Inſtigations, or- 
der'd his Nephew, young Rinaldo, to make 
his Court to Mademoiſelle Margerita, and 
endeavour to pleaſe her; the Youth was 
one of thoſe, that, without being ill- na- 
tur'd, had nothing benign in his Temper. 
He was come from a Mother who deteſted 
Lady Laurentina and all her Works; they 


look d with utmoſt Prejudice upon her, 


blacken'd her Reputation; notwithſtanding 
her Behaviour was ſo well manag d, that 
not one of the Servants (tho' all Servants 
are Spies) could ever diſcover it. Young 
Rinaldo had no very ſtrong Head ; prejudic'd 


by his Mother and Uncles, he hated Marge- 


rita and my Lady, not conſidering Laurentina 
would not have conſented to the Marriage 


under leſs advantagious Circumſtances, than 


his being declar'd Ramires's Heir : But that 
he look d upon himſelf as already deſign d for, 
without being oblig'd to marry Mademoi- 
ſelle Margerita. The ſurly Youth oppoſed 
her in all her little Deſires ; thwarted her 
at their Exerciſe, whether in Dancing, Sing- 
ing (tor ſhe had a very pretty Voice) or any 
other Diverſion ; there was nothing but 
perpetual Complaints of Rinaldo's Rudeneſs 
to Margerita ; his Uncle reprimanded him 


in vain; his Perverſeneſs was diſpleaſing to 
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him; ſo he ſent him off to the Academy, 
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to perfect his Studies, and prepare himſelf 


for ſomething leſs than being his Heir. 


Mean time, certain News arriv'd (not 


from himſelf but others) that the Cheva- 


lier was well and in the Indies; elſe it is 
not doubted but Ramires had perſwaded 
Laurentina to marry him; but that being 


no longer practicable, his Friends rais d 


Clamours againſt her, which he ſaw would 
infallibly ruine her Honour ; therefore he 
muſt reſolve to marry, or part with her 
out of his Houſe, where ſhe could no lon- 
ger flay with Repuration, but under the 
Umbrage of a Wife. Her Choice directed 
him to a Lady of a very paſſive Temper, 
eaſy ; provided ſhe had no Trouble given 
her, ſhe was ſure to give others none : Her 
Dowry was Forty thouſand Crowns, which 
tho' inconſiderable to what a Man of RA 
mires's Eſtate might expect, yet it was count- 
ed a great deal for a Wife to beſtow upon 
a Husband whoſe Heart was in Poſſeſſion 


of another. They were marry'd, and Lady 


Laurentina continued her former Empire 
the Bride was as complaiſant to her as the 
Bridegroom, becauſe ſhe was naturally good, 


and her Rival only artificially fo. But Na. 


mires did not ſo eafily reliſh this new 
Change of Life; all his Eſtate could not 
make him happy, ſince he had not his for- 
mer Freedom to talk whole Days apart with 
Laurentina ; He fell into a languiſhing Di- 

ſtemper, 
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ſtemper, of which he died about ſix Months 
after he was married. 
He fo far reſented Rinaldo's Contempt of 
Mademoiſelle Margerita, that he ſtruck him 
out of his Will, leaving only a ſmall Le- 
gacy in compariſon, and called his Brother's 
Son to the Eſtate; (tho he had at firſt deſign'd 
it for his Siſter's) a new Name being to be 
aſſumed by the Poſſeſſor (that of the Fami- 
ly) it was of no Importance what they were 
called before. When they came to examine 
the Caſh, they conld nor find how forty 
thouſand Crowns had been conſumed in fix 
Months, beſides Ramires's own large In- 
come, and all the Debts left unpaid ; they 
could account for none of this, neither as 
to Plate or Jewels, and not above two thou- 
ſand Crowns was found in Specie, ſo that it 
is not at all doubted but he gave the whole 
to Lady Laurentina. Her Husband is not 
yet returned; ſhe lives in a very handſome 
Manner; and, which is wonderful, Rinaldo 
(come back from the Academy) fell paſho- 
nately in Love (as mach as his Soul could 
love) with Mademoiſelle Margerita. Thoſe 
that pretend to divine, ſeem to think, that 
it will one Day be a Match, tho' it does 
not appear to be either of their. Intereſts, 
unleſs the Lady draw out ſome of her con- 
cealed Bags, if ſhe have any; but ſhell 
ſcarce do that while ſhe lives, or till her 
Husband's Return, left ſhe confirm the Opi- 
nion, that Ramiress Lady's Fortune was em- 
ptied into her Lap. 8 
GE Rinalds 
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Rinaldo is perpetually with Margerita; her 
Charms drew, ſome time ago, the Vows of 
a young Gentleman, Nephew to the Favou- 
rite ; they hoped he would marry her, but 
that is not yet done, and therefore not pro- 
bable it ever will, eſpecially if they ſtay for 
the Conſent of thoſe who may never be 
brought to give it. 

Area.] The Moral that may be drawn 
from this Story is, That the two Sexes ought 
never to meet in ſuch dangerous Intimacies, 
where the Conſequence is forbidden. Per- 
etual Converſation with the Ingenious, Ha- 
Rand Friendſhips, Tenderneſs eaſily riſe 
to Love; to defend themſelves againſt ſuch 
Arms, they muſt have ſupernatural Aids; it 
is not to be purchaſed from below, under 
rhe Forfeit of their Inſtincts. The Punith- 
ment fell as it ought, upon him who could 
make the holy Tie of Marriage ſubſervient 
to his unlawful Paſſion. We may alſo ſee 
in Rinaldo how depraved is human Nature; 
when it was his Duty to love, he hated 
Margerita ; when he knows not well how 
to attain, he loves her. But pray my Lady In- 
telligence proceed, the Moon aids us to view a 
beautiful, tho' limited Proſpect ; it is more 
agreeable paſſing a Night in your Converſati- 
on, than otherwiſe; nothing can be better un- 
derſtood than what you ſay; in your Diſcourſe 
I ſee the World, without going into it, and 
hear ſo much, that Ido not deſire to ſee it. 
Intell.] Yet will your Excellence be much 
better inform'd from your own Obſerva- 
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tion. I pretend to Morrow to have the 
Honour of Conducting you to the /mperial 
Palace; where you {hall behold our graccful 
Empreſs, whoſe Heart is entirely Upright; 
were ſhe but to judge all Things by her own 
Eyes and Ears, all Things would be ad- 
miniſtred with the ſame Impartiality and 
Juſtice as when your ſelf holds the Ballance. 
But alas! What Defence is there againſt the 
Corruption of Favourites and the by-Inte- 
reſts of Miniſters ? *Tis impoſſible a Prince 
can come to the Knowledge of Things but 
by Repreſentation ; and they are always re- 
preſented according to the Senſe of the Re- 
preſentator ; either Avarice, Revenge, or 
Favour, are their Motive, and yet how is it 
poſſible to prevent it ? A Prince knows not 
how to diſtinguiſh by the Out, and are ſel- 
dom let into the Infide; all appears fair to 
them; if he be a good Man, who ſo for- 
ward as the Atheiſt in affecting Piety ? The 
Debauchee becomes regular ; the Covetous 
and Revengeful, Generous and Calm ; the 
moſt Cholerick know nothing but Smiles: 
Not that they have in reality exchanged 
their Vices, but the Appearance of them, 
There are few honeſt Men found at Court ; 
they willingly furniſh, at the Expence of 
their Sincerity, wherewith to maintain the 
Poſt of a Favourite; none ſerve there but 
in Proſpe& of making, advancing, or pre- 
ſerving their Fortune. *I would be very 
hard to deny a Prince the Joys of Friend- 
ſhip, which is even the Prerogative of every 
K 5 little 
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little Breaſt : to a generous Mind the great. 


eſt Sweet of Power is doing good; and ho | 


natural is it-to begin with what moſt af- 
teas us? Therefore, till there can be found 
upright Miniſters, and diſ-intereſted Fa- 
vourites, Grievances there will be, and 
(ſince the Price runs ſo high) I fear they are 
too difficult to be redreſs'd, or not till the laſt 
general Conflagration. Fd 
From the Empreſs's Side you muſt pleaſe 
to paſs to the Favourites, where it is to be 
a publick Day, you will find her very inti- 
mate with a Woman that has a beautiful 
Appearance, adorn'd with every Thing 
that's ſplendid and raviſhing ! Sweetneſs in 
her Eyes! Invitation in her Looks! She is 
called by all, that but ſuperficially behold her, 
Viertue; ſhe deceives People at the firſt View, 
but then, with a very little Acquaintance, 
we find tis only Vertue pretended. But of 
late ſhe is become the Idol of the Court, 
the Favourite (tho' their Acquaintance be 
not'of a long ſtanding neither) has intro- 
duced her. She has long borrowed from 
her Highneſs here an exact Imitation, tho 
with a little Examination we find ſomething 
in her Air very conſtrained ; uneaſy, tall 
the Appearance ſhe hath aſſumed be diſ- 
miſs'd, and ſhe return to her native Vice, 
which is ever in the Cabinet, at their 
Couchee, and in famil.ar Converſation, 
Her Afſiſtance is only required upon extra- 
ordinary Occaſions, at Council, Audiences, 
times of Feſtivals, or viſiting Days, 2 
en 
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then her two faſhionable Maids of Honour 


thould be out in her Part. Theſe are Beau- 
ties very much admired, named Artifice and 
Flattery. The Mother of the Maids is call'd 
Hyprocriſy, and is very buſy in keeping all 
under her Charge in decorum. They have 
the Lares and Houſhold Gods in Angela, as in 


Riches, ſet upon a ſhining Altar within an 
Alcove, but ſhe lers none have the Key of 
it bat her ſelf. There are found Kneeling 
upon the Steps three Figures, inſcribe 
Corruption, Bribery, and Fuſt Reyards; the 
two firſt perpetually furniſh Diamond- 
Rings, Chequins of Gold, and Bank-Bills ; 
the other inſignificant Preſents, which are. 
hardly accepted, Ribbons, Gloves, Cordial- 
Waters, rich Wines, and Rarities for his 
Mightineſs's Table : But theſe he looks 
down upon with Contempt ; even Plate and 
Jewels are but coldly received, as knowing. 
they are valued by the Giver at the prime 
Coſt, but when they are ſold will not come 
up to above two Thirds; therefore ready 
Gold is the only Thing current in his Em- 
pire. Behind, and art a little diſtance, ſeem 


with Bills in one Hand, and Rewards in the. 
other, to pay for the Signing of thoſe Bills; 
curious Clocks, repeating Watches, filver 
Stuffs, fine Pieces of Linnen and Lace. On 
each ſide of the Altar are Crouds of Petitio- 
ners ſuing for Places, eicher in the Army, 

Navy, 


1 
f 
: 
| 
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Navy, Government, or Houſhold, with their 


Bribes diſpoſed in very regular and de- 
cent Order; for not any are found ſo weak 


as to pretend to Preferment .in that Court 
without one. | 

Having ſeen what's moſt remarkable in 
the Favourite's Apartment, I pretend to con- 
duct you to a handſome hoſpitable Lady 


that keeps a Bank, and Cards, for all idle 


and avaricious People, either to fling away 
or improve their Money ; but as their Hu- 
mours are different, and all extraordinary, 
1 won't foreſtal your Entertainment, which 
1 may be poſitive is new to your Eminence; 
for I dare to ſwear, Aſtrea was never yet at 


2 Baſſet-Table. 


While the Lady is buſy at her Diverſion 
in one part of the Room, you may glance 
your Eyes and Ears and find her Lord no 
leſs employ'd at his; he pretends to Bright- 
neſs of Underſtanding, to determine De Bel 
Lettres, who writes inſufferable ; which in- 
tolerable; pardon the Tautology, 'tis his 
own Phraſe; which with a Mediocrity ; but 
none excellently, except it be the Cabal, 
of which the Lord Giraldo has the Honour 
to de an eminent Member: They produc'd, 
indeed, one taking Comedy, and let an in- 
ferior Perſon try for the Reputation of it, 
tho' the Town was not ſo complaiſant to 
give it him. The next that came out, was 
too ſtudied, it ſmelt of the Anvil, twas 
neither Tragedy nor Comedy, tho ſo called, 
throughthe whole it could not force a Smile ; 
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yet could they magiſterially, from their 
Throne of Criticiſm, condemn and look 
down with Contempt upon all that did not 
think as well of it as the Fathers who be- 
got it. The Lord Giraldo is indeed a Man 
of Wit and pleaſant Converſation, and 
would much more deſerve Praiſe, were he 
leſs partial; he takes too many Things up- 
on Truſt, and often condemns a Book for 
the Author, as if either Genius or Expref- 
ſion were always the ſame, they that ge- 
nerally creep, may ſometimes ſoar ; at leaſt 
it ſeems to me to be an Injuſtice to believe 
the contrary, till they have proved it. A 
late Author has produc'd two very different 
Volumes, and promiſes us two more; I 
doubt not but if he had carefully conceal'd 
his Name, they would have been applauded 
from the Lord Giraldo's Quarter ; but ha- 
ving a Prejudice to the Man, they condemn 
the Work, and without reading cry, they 
would not give two Chequins for whole 
Reams of his Writing, tho' it be never ſo 
correct. If you ask any one their Opinion 
of ſuch a Poem, Play, or Book, they imme- 
diately anſwer, tis cry'd down at the Lord 
Giraldo's ; they don't like it at the Lord 
Giraldo's ; What ſhould you fee it? What 
ſhould you buy it for ? 'tis condemn'd at 
the Lord Giraldo's: Not that this ſo much 
quoted Lord Giraldo, can be ſuppoſed to 
ſpare ſo much Time from the Publick, and 
the Duties of his Charge, to read all thoſe 
Books whoſe Reputation he deſtroys ; _ 
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his Levee is too open to little Under-Cri- 
ticks, even to the very Women- Wits, who 
fave him the Labour, and give the Detail 
according to their Prejudice, or miſtaken 
narrow Underſtanding ; and then his Lord- 
ſhip does them the x Sek to report it as 
his Senfe, tho' in a Thing he knows no- 
thing of ; and at that Rate, how ſhould the 
Author avoid being cry d down at the Lord 
Giraldo's ? | 

When you have ſufficiently diverted your 
ſelf there, for 1 can't pretend your Excel- 
lency, if you wanted it, would gain much 
Inſtruction from that Quarter, III lead you 
to the Council-Board, and the Senate- 
Houſe : It would take up a great deal of 
Time to report you the ſeveral Hiſtories 
of each particular Member, thoſe of the 
Nobleſs and others. But I ſhall have a 
care to omit nothing that has happen'd ex- 
traordinary, together with their Founda- 
tion, Inftirution, real and pretended Inte- 
reſts : The Arts of Government, which are 
here elegantly diſplay'd to the Sight of a 


nice Obſervator : Reaſons why a Place of 


no ſeeming Profit ſhould have ſo much Mo- 
ney dener be in the Purſuit of it; and by 


what Means they find their Account in this 


Lottery of Fortune, where (as it is now 
managed by the Wiſe) none but Fools draw 
the Blanks. 

You ſhall ſee the Arſenal, the Stares, 
and Management of thoſe that preſide over 


the Marine Affars, the Abuſes and 2 
| Cx 
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ed Detections thereof: From thence III 
conduct you to the Army, into the very 
Tent of their General; report to you how 
much he has done, how much might have 
been done; ſhew you the Intereſt and In- 
clination of the Officer, the Wretchedneſs 
of the Soldier, and the Debauchery of the 
Whole; their inceſſant Deſi res to prolong 
the War, their Arts to prevent or retard 
a Peace, which will level the Power of 
ſome, and annihilate the exorbitant Expence 

of the Whole. ; 
For a Change of Scene, it may not be 
amiſs to take the Tour of the Opera and 
Theatre; you'll find the fame Injuſtice in 
their little Commonwealth as in a greater : 
The Favourite Poet (in concert with the 
Maſter) has of courſe the reading of all 
new Pieces brought to him for his Appro- 
bation, which he is ſure never to give, to 
what ſeems more meritorious than his ewn, 
leſt he ſhould pur their Reputation upon a 
Level. Hence the poor Poet is forc'd, with 
infinite Patience and Humility (tho' he be 
doom'd in the Beginning) to dance Atten- 
dance for two or three Years together ; 
they refer him to one, then to another, 
ſo to a third, till they have run the whole 
Round with him, and then diſmifs him with 
an, It won't do, when they have already 
plunder'd it of all that was either new or 
well expreſs d, to dreſs up their own Col- 
lections; you may judge there's no appear- 
ing 
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ing for him, if they would permit it, when 
his Market has been ſo foreſtall d. 
The very Women are not encourag d 
and paid according to the Merit of their 
Performance; (certainly their Value con- 
ſiſts in well Speaking and true Action, in a 
juſt Imitation of Nature, a Capacity of 
varying and repreſenting the Paſſions, and 
thoſe other Excellencies appropriated to 
the Character of a true Comedian; ) but the 
Whim and Liking of the Superior advances 
his own Favourite to the Profits that are 
due to others; for if ſhe have the Luck 


but to pleaſe him, no matter what becomes 


of the Audience ; he pays thoſe for Speak- 
ing who never knew how to ſpeak, even 
to the Imitation of a Parrot. If this had 
not been obvious, they would never have 
ſuffer'd, by their Injuſtice, the admirable 
Bracillia to leave them, who in ſome Things 
could be only excell'd by the incomparable 


Berenice; in moſt, but by her ſelf; and in 


all, was the uſefulleſt, as well as the moſt 
agreeable, Woman of the Stage. 
If you ſhould have any farther Incli na- 
tion to Gallantry, we will make the Tour 
of the Tuilleries, where Vice and Vanity 
appear in their own Kingdom: I wonder 
the Women of Condition do not leave to 
walk there, ſince it is become ſo profeſs'd 
a Market for the Bad: It will raiſe at once 
your Pity and Indignation, to ſee ſo many 
andſome, young, well-faſhion'd Wome 
| | aDall- 
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abandoned to Deſtruction. They come to 
be bought after the moſt deteſtable Manner, 
for an Hour or a Day, or as the Cuſtomer 
pleaſes ; and when once their Folly and 
Poverty have reduced them to ſuch an Ebb, 
they are Pollution to all that touch them, 
not only in Regard to their Health and 
Body, or Loſs of Chaſtity, (which is not 
ſtrictly numbred among the Vertues ;) but 
their Souls become a Sink of Abomination, 
a Harbour for Lying, Revenge, filting, 
Deceit, Slander, Theft. Money is their 


Deity, Intereſt their Heaven; in their Ac- 


quaintance is the Deſtruction of all Prin- 
ciples, the Bane of Converſation, and ſome- 


thing of more Wickedneſs than is to be 


found in any other Species of the Creation! 
But that the City may not complain 
Afﬀrea does not viſit there, we will lead 
her to the Bourſe, to ſee at once the Mag- 
nificence of their Building, and the Deceit 


of the Merchant; the whole Myſtery of 


Artifice and Trade, the Immenſeneſs of 
their Riches, and the Means by which they 
have acquired them ; the Opulency of the 
Whole, and the Parcimony of the Parti- 
culars, ſome great Ones excepted ; where 
are to be found the Vices of the Court 
with a worſe Air, and more Oſtentation; 
the Citizen's ambitious Wife, giving thoſe 
Laws in her Drawing-Room ſhe has taken 
from Above, with a lame Imitation of 


that Splendor, Luxury, Cards, and Gallan- 


try, which ſeems appropriated to the How, 
| an 
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and but forcibly raviſh'd by, and never can 
appear natural to theſe. 

You may likewiſe have a View of the 
City-Phyſician, who neglecting the favour- 
able Inclinations of Eſculatius, runs mad 
after Apolly, who as carefully avoids him, 
forbidding the ſmalleſt of his Rays to glance 

that Way, and even warns his Daphne from 
beſtowing a Branch of her Laurel upon 
one who ſo little underſtands his own In- 
tereſt or Talent. Had he contented himſelf 
indeed with Writing, not much, but well ; 
or only given a Specimen of what he could 
do, in his Epiſode of the Creation, we had 
lamented the future Silence of an admira- 
ble Poet; but to preſcribe in Verſe ; to 
eat, drink, ſleep, walk, and ride in 
Verſe, has jade“ his Muſe, and ſent him 
back to Galen and Hippocrates, ſufficiently 
humbled, one would think, and convinc'd 
of his Error, when he preferr'd the airy 
Praiſe of Parnaſſus, to the ſubſtantial Fame 
of being a good Phyſician. 


who wrote not much, but well ; he ſeems 
to underſtand the Difficulty to maintain an 
acquir'd Reputation, and is therefore wiſer 
than to hazard the loſing of it by a new 
Attempt. 1 

Theſe Digreſſions have carried me from 


but advancing one Curioſity more, and that 
ſeems to be where Aſtrea is n con- 
cern d, the Courts of Juſtice» What would 


you 


Not ſo his Brother, Seignior Montpelier, 


my firſt Subject. I ſhall conclude them wit 
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you ſay to ſee, as I have done, two People 
(eminent for Dignity and Fortune) con- 
tending Vears together for an Eſtate, to 
which neither of them have a Right? One 
pretends to a Will, another to a Deed, when, 
in Truth, the lawful Heir dies a Priſoner; 
tho' under the ſpecious Precence of aſſiſting 
him, the Suit is proſecuted to the Height, 
till both Parties pretty well tired, lay down 
their Animoſities, and conclude the Peace, 
by dividing the Eftate between themſelves, 
leaving the Heir and his Children to ſeek 
their Bread where they can get it. 

What would Aſtrea have ſaid, to have 
ſeen, in one Cauſe, and at one Tryal, ſe- 
venty Witneſita go away perjur'd, moſt of 
them ſo well manag'd, as to believe them- 
ſelves in the right? Would ſhe not have 
exclaim'd at the Impudence, as well as the 
Injuſtice of Mortals ? And yet the Redreſs 
they pretend to give us for the Hardſhips 
and Grievances of the inferior Courts of 
Juſtice, is in its Nature the higheſt Grie- 
vance. We have an Appeal from written 
Statutes, and known Laws, made by the 


wiſeſt of our Legiſlators, approved and con- 
firmed by the Senate and Sovereign ; but 
what is the Appeal ? Why truly to one 


Man's Opinion, whether influene'd by Pre- 
judice, Revenge, Avarice, Love, Ambition, 
or any of thoſe Paſſions which byaſs the 
Breaſts of Mortals ; and this is call'd, the 
Perfection of Juſtice : There have been but 
few, very few, that have born this 1 5 
Zh | CE 
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Office uprightly. A certain Chevalier ſeem'd 
to underſtand Mankind perfectly well, wlien 
he refuſed to ſue for a great Eſtate that was 
detain'd from him, whilſt the Grand- Preſi- 
dent, that then was, officiated ; he knew he 
. mortally hated him, and could not enough 
confide in his Principles, to ſecure himſelt 
from being oppreſſed with his Reſentment 
and Power; therefore he let the Cauſe ſleep 


4 JOY — — 4 ag”. 
n 93 a _ ———— 

1 — aer an 
* > 


— 
7 


— 


his Room; by which Means he is poſſeſs d 
| of the Eſtate, and the late Preſident bears yet 
{ his Animoſity unſated. 

p The laſt Coach that we beheld in the 
| Prado, belongs to the ſecond Wife of one 
that was Grand-Preſident in the Reign of 
Sigiſmund the Second. I will acquaint you 
with ſome Paſſages of his Life, before he 
entred npon that exalted Dignity. 

Volpone, the Elder, was poſleſs'd of a large 
Eftate ; he had two Sons, Hernando Volpone, 
who was afterwards Grand-Preſident, and 
Moſco, the Younger. Volpone was of the 
Party oppoſite to the Court ; an old De- 
bauchee, given to irregular Pleaſures, not 
ſuch as the Laws of Nature ſeem to dictate. 
After marrying Hernando to a Wife he 
hated. and Moſco to one that had been his 
own Miſtreſs, he dy'd ſuddenly in the midi 
of bis Exceſſes. Whether it were that he 
was ſordidly covetous, or that he could not 
ſpare ſo much from his own Expences, he 
did not beſtow a liberal Education upon his 
Son, but bred him to the Practice * 
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Law, in that Manner that is the leaſt Gene- 
rous and moſt Corrupt ; but Hernando had 
natural Parts, that ſurmounted all thoſe In- 
conveniencies, together with a good pater- 
nal Eſtate, which his Father could not hin- 
der him of. All the great Succeſſes he has 
met with, is due to the Brightneſs of his 
own Genius ; he owed much more to his na- 
tural, than acquird Parts. His Memory 
was good, ſo was his Luck: to theſe were 
joined a great deal of Wit; a Volubility of 
Tongue; ready Sentiments, and a moſt 
plauſtble Addreſs; Religion in Pretence, 
none in Reality. He held it lawful for a 
Man to attain by any Methods, either Plea- 
ſure or Riches ; he was violent in the Purſuit 
of both ; quitting his Intereſt for nothing 
but Pleaſure, and his Pleaſure for nothing 
but Intereſt. Os 

A Man compoſed of ſuch Elements, 
wanted nothing but to be known to be ad- 
vanced ; but becauſe he was yet too young 
to poſſeſs thoſe Employments and Dignities 
he aſpired at, he ſuppreſs'd his tow'ring 
Thoughts, and was contented to plod on in 


the neceſſary Tracts that all muſt follow, 


who aim to be one Day conſiderable by 
the Gown. | . 

There was an Orphan left to his Care, 
her Fortune not large, but her Perſon very 
agreeable: Hernando was Amorous; he 
hated his Wife, tho' he lived civilly with 
her, and had the Art of diſſembling ſo na- 
tural, that it coſt him nothing to appear - 
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ood Husband. Loui ſa was the Name of his 
e, Ward; ſhe was brought up in the 
Houſe with his Lady, who had a great 
Kindneſs for her. 
thoſe terrible Conflicts I before deſcribed 
in the Caſe of the Duke, and Mademoiſelle 
Charlet ; he was not acquainted with thoſe 
violent Airs of Honour, nor had ſcarce, in 
his narrow Education, converſed with any 


who travell'd that Road; however their pre- 


ciſe Party held it a violent Scandal for a 


marry d Man to corrupt a young Woman, | 
eſpecially, under his Ward; therefore care 
was to be taken that it. ſhould not be 


known, 2nd then it would be as if it were 
undone. Her Mind had taken a natural 


Bent to Orizons and Devotion; his Lady 
encouraged the good Spirit in her, and laid | 
the Foundation of a Vertue not eaſily thak- 


en; tho' Hernando was indefatigable in his 
Purſuits, yet he would rather have had it 
in Ambition than Love; he did not care 
how. eaſie he came by his Pleaſures, nor 


how dearly he paid for them, as appeared af- | 


terwards by a Taint he received, the uſual 


Preſent that lewd Women beſtow upon ſuch | 
who do themſelves: the Injury to converie | 


Mademoiſelle Louiſa found nothing ſo ob- 


liging as her Guardian, whatever ſhe re- 


queſted was granted; whatever ſhe but ſeem- 


ed to with, the enjoy d; but he was at a 
Loſs how to begin with her; if by a formal 
Declaration, it was teaching her to _ 
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an incotruptible Defire of preſerving hers ; 
their daily Converſation, nay Diverſions, 


her without trembling; when he did but 
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My Lady had inſtrufted her in all that was 


lue upon her Chaſtity ; the ſeem'd to bear 


roll d upon nothing that was looſe or amo- 
rous; all Appearances were againſt him, 
and yet, in ſpight of Appearances, he re- 
ſolv'd to Fraps. and undermine that ſeem- 
ingly invincible Chaſtity. It would be a 
Sort of a Triumph over his Wife, whom he 
hated, as well as over Louiſa, whom he lov'd ; 
but how to attempt her firft, was the Point: 
He ſaw nothing 8 an amorous Conſtitution; 
nothing of the native Coquet, all was re- 
gular, all was cool and innocent; how 
much to blame was he to make her other- 
wiſe? Are there ſuch violent Deſires that 
Reaſon cannot ſuppreſs? Is Love ſuch an 
irreſiſtible Tyrant; Will he trample upon 
all Obſtacles? Are the moſt ſacred Ties of 
no Obligation in his Senſe? O no! for if 
it were true Love, twould ſeek the Good 
of the Perſon beloved; but Hernando was 
in his Temper a Friend to none but himſelf; 
Amorous, and convers'd every Day with a 
young handſome Woman, which was im- 

ollible for him to do, without deſiring of 

er. The little Freedoms that were permit- 
ted, inflamed him; he could not paſs near 


touch her Hand, his Blood fluſhed in his 
Face ; ſometimes he would raviſh a Kiſs, in 
the way of Play, but then he was loſt in 

Pleaſure , 
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Pleaſure; he took all Occaſions for thoſe 


retty Liberties; her Bed- ſide was not re- 
Fus'd him : When he us'd to View her there 


in a Morning, he would fix his ſparkling # 
wiſhing Eyes, croſs his Arms, and figh in 
ſuch a tender Manner, that Louiſa muſt have 
been very Ignorant, not to have diſcern d 
a Myſtery in ſuch Behaviour. He would al- 
ways affect to fit near her; to take the Place 
ſhe had quitted ; to touch what ſhe had but 
touched; and when his Lady was not pre- 
ſent, her Glove, her Handkerchief, was Ex- 
taſie to him; yet with nothing of a fulſome | 
Addreſs; he had a native and becoming 
Gallantry. Loui ſa thought her ſelf obliged | 
by theſe Diſtinctions; they even created a a 
ſort of Gratitude, which warm'd it ſelf, to 
Tenderneſs : She was pleaſed to ſee, to | 
hear him; his Company ſeemed more di- 


verting than others; ſhe knew no harm in J moiſelle, 


it, ſhe thought no harm. 


At that Time there was a young Gen- 
tleman from the Country, a Relation of 
Hernando's Lady, who fell in Love with 
Mademoiſelle Loxiſa ; his Circumſtances 


were advantagious for her, and his Perſon 


very agreeable, Mr. Wilmot begg'd. the Ho- 


nour to wait upon his Couſin and the young 


Lady to the Opera. Hernando's Blood flaſh'd 


in his Face ; he immediately gueſs'd that 
Mr. Wilmot was engag'd ; he thought it 
now high Time to declare himſelf ; he had 


fool'd too OR: there was an audacious 
ites of Marriage, going to 
pre- 


Lover, by the 
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pretend to take her from his very Table ; 
he confeſs'd twas advantagious to her; he 
was his Lady's Relation; ſhe lov'd Louiſa, 
and wonld not fail to preſs it to oblige 
both; nay, Loaiſa her ſelf might approve 
of him, he was handſome, he was young, 
he was amorous ; ſhe was innocent and 
uningaged : Nothing oppos'd Wilzt's ſeem- 
ing Happineſs ; but all Things ſeem'd to 
be againſt his. Theſe Things revolv'd in 
an Inſtant through his Mind. He ſaw them 
riſe to the Opera, with a Concern he was 


of Civility, was to lead the Lady Yolpone, 
to put her firſt into the Coach, Louiſa was 

reparing to follow ; Hernando catch'd her 
Hand in ſuch a Tranſport as was highly 
favourable to his Eyes and Air, he never 
look'd ſo handſome as then. No, Made- 
moiſelle, ſaye he, Milmot thall never touch 
this Hand whilſt I am alive ; they were too 
near to ſay more. Hernando agreeably ſur- 
hank his Lady, when he ſtept into the 
Coach to them, and ſaid he would go to the 
Opera. Iwas known he had appointed 
Buſineſs of mighty Conſequence, which 
would ſuffer by being delay d; like a good 


him, for fear he ſhould have forgot it ; but 
that was all one to him ; no Buſineſs could 
come in Ballance with Loxiſa ; he ſaw that 
muſt be the Time to detend her Heart from 
the firſt Impreſſions of a young aſſiduous 

| L Lover, 
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Lover. He ſat over againſt her in the 


Coach, and without knowing what he did, 
preſs d her Knees with his, till he pain'd | 
ber; the wondred at the Exceſs, becauſe 
*twas what he was not uſed to; but the ' 
durſt not complain, for fear of his Lady. 
The Story of the Opera chanc'd to be of 
a Woman who had marry d a ſecond Huſ- 
n- 
known to her; after ſeven Years Abſence 
He returns the third Night of their new | 
Hymen, diſcovers himſelf to her; ſhe knows | 
and owns him; falls into extreme Deſpair | 
at the Misfortune ; runs mad, and in _=— | 
£--- 
up with all the natural Artifice of a good | 
Poet. Louiſa, who did not often ſee ſuch 
Repreſentations, became extremely movd 


band, her firſt being yer alive, tho' u 


Lunacy ſtabs her ſelf: The Play was wroug 


at this. Her young Breaſts heav'd with 


Sorrow; the Tears fill'd her Eyes, and the | 
betray d her Senſe of their Misfortune with 
a Tenderneſs that Hernando did not think 
had been in her. He was infinitely pleas'd, | 
and employ'd a World of Pains to applaud, 

inſtead of rediculing, as his Lady did, that | 


Senſibility of Soul. When they came 


A 


way, he took care that her Hand ſhould fall 
to his Share. As they were going home, 
he ſat over againſt her in the ſame Manner 
as before. At Supper, the Play was their 
Subject. His Wife was reaſoning about the 
Accident of the double Marriage, and ſaid 


it was neceſſary the Poet ſhould diſpat 


ch 
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her out of the way; for loaded with ſuch 
a Misfortune, twas impoſlible ſhe ſhould 
live without being infamous, and conſe- 
quently deteſting her ſelf. Hernando was 


not of the ſame Opinion, and upon that 
Head, in his eloquent Manner, introduced 


a learned Diſcourſe of the Lawfulneſs of 
double Marriages. Indeed, he own'd, that 
in all Ages Women had been appropriated ; 
that for the Benefit and Diſtinction of Chil- 
dren, with other neceſſary Occurrences, Po- 
ligamy had been juſtly deny d the Sex, ſince 
the Coldneſs of their Conſtitution, the 
Length of Time they carry their Children, 
and other Incidents, ſeem'd to declare a- 
gainſt them; but for a Man, who poſleſs'4 
an uninterrupted Capacity of propagating 
the Species, and muſt neceſſarily find all the 
Inconveniencies aboye-mentioned, in any 
one Wife; the Law-of Nature, as well as the 
Cuſtom of many Nations, and moſt Reli- 
ions, ſeem'd to declare for him. The an- 
cient Hebrews, who pretend to recetve their 
Law from an only God, indulg'd Plurality 
of Wives, and unlimited Uſe of Concu- 
binage. The Children were bred up toge- 
ther without diſtintion, as being all the 


Sons of one Father ; nay, their Land of Pro- 


miſe was divided by equal Portions among 
twelve Men, the Sons of one whom they 
call Facob tho ſeveral of thoſe Ons were 
born of Concubines, and the reſt not from 


one Wife, but two, Nang at one Time in 
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and of the ſame Family. The Turks, and | 
all the People in the World, but the Euro- 
peans, ſtill preſerv d the Privilege. That it was 
to be own'd, their Manners in all Things 
are leſs adulterated than ours; their Vera- 
city, Morality, and Habit of living leſs cor- 
rupted. That in pretending to reform from 
their Abuſes, Europe had only refin d their 
Vices; Pleaſures that were forbidden have a 
better Cuſto : And tho' they had ty d them- 
ſelves, out of Policy, to one Wife, to make 
particular Families great, and maintain Di- 


flinction; yet there was ſcarce a Man (but 


' Himſelf) that had Eſtate and Vigour to up- 
hold his Pleaſures abroad, but what went 


in ſearch of them, as forbidden as they were; 
that, true, he condemn d a promiſcuous 
Purſuit, becauſe it was irrational and pol- 
luted; but if one or more Women, whe- 
ther marry d or not, were appropriated 
to one Man, they were ſo far from tranſ- 
grefling, that they but fulfill'd the Law of 
Nature. It was agreeable to the Practice of 
great Jupiter himſelf, and therefore could 
only, In a political, not religious Senſe, be 
accounted infamous; that the Loſs of the 
World's Eſteem was very well recompenſed, 
by the true and valuable Joys of Love ; 
that a young Lady ought never to oppoſe 
thoſe good Inclinations the might fad in 
her ſelf towards a marry d Man, becauſe 


the was gratifying at one Time both her 


Poſſion and her Duty. 5 
i ou 
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You may be ſure this Harrangue did not 
reliſh very well in his Lady's Ear, but it was 
not for her he intended it. Hernando appeal d 
to Mr. Milmot, if he had ſaid any I hing but 
what was rational; ne, who did not know 
the other's Deſign, and like a right Man, 
was for upholding the Sex's Charter, did not 
fail to applaud it, tho it were but an ill 
Mode of making his Court to a Lady he 
pretended to marry. Louiſa very well ob- 
ſerved it: In becoming his Wife, ſhe found 
ſhe muſt prepare her ſelf for the Mortifica- 
tion of one or more Rivals, and that he 


would plead Cuſtom, and bring Precedents 


for it ; this diſguſted her of that Side ; ſhe 
preſum'd that no unmarry d Man ought to 
advance ſuch Doctrines before a Woman he 
lov'd ; twas only to be look d upon as the 
Husband's Refuge, when he was ſo unfor- 
tunate to meet with a Wife he did not 
like; and how firm ſoever was the Foun- 
dation, it ſhould not be built upon but in 
Extremity. 3 

Next Morning Hernando begg'd the Fa- 
vour of his Lady, that ſhe would take 
Louiſa down with her to their Villa, near 
ſix Leagues from Angela, and endeavour 
to divert themſelves, as well as they could, 
for two or three Days, at which Time he 
would be ſure to wait upon them ; this was 
to ſend her out of Mil not's Way; he could 


not reſt while he thought another pretend- 


ed to her. Their Departure was ſo ſudden, 
L 3 the 


246 The New Atalantis. Vol. I. 


the Lover had not Time to intereſt his Re- 
lation in his Cauſe; he would have even 
follow'd them, but Hernando gave him a 
cold Reception, and told him, his Wife, 
fatigu d with the Hurry of the Town, was 
retir'd to avoid Company, and would very 
well ſpare the extraordinary Compliment, 
fo that he reſoly'd to delay it till their 
Return, 


ſhould declare himſelf: Paper is never out 
of Countenance ; and tho' he did not uſe 


a Lover taught him to deſpond when he 
was near his Miſtreſs : He knew many 
Things were loſt, not becauſe Men cannot 
attain to them, but becauſe they don't at- 
tempt them. He was not ſure whether a 
Letter might eſeape his Wife's Hands, and 
fall into Louiſa s; nay, even whether Lou- 
iſa would not her ſelf expoſe it; he thought 
the Hazard was too great, and therefore re- 
ſolved to depart that very Night, within 
two Hours of Iwelve, when he was ex- 
pected of none. He had a Maſter- key which 
open'd all the Doors and Gates; he took 


| Horſe, he flew away with the Speed of a 


Beloved. A Surtout and riding Peruke ſuf- 
ficienrly diſguiſed him; he alighted at the 
Garden Back-gate 3 the Moon was at the 
Full, and Jent him Light more than he had 

cca- 


Mean time, Hernando weigh'd how he 


often to bluſh, yet the natural Timidity of 


no Servant with him, but mounting his 


Lover, little at Eaſe till he be with his 
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Occaſion for. *Twas then paſt Midnight; 
he knew Louiſas Chamber was on the 
Ground-floor ; two large folding Windows 
opened into the Garden, which the extreme 
Heat of the Weather might poſſibly cauſe 
her to keep open. He believ'd the whole 
Family was, it not aſleep, at leaſt in Bed; 


his Lady's Side was on the other Part of 


the Houſe. Avoiding the Gravel, for fear 
the Noiſe ſhould diſcover him, he fetch d 
a Compaſs by the grafly Walks to come. to 
Loniſa's Chamber; where he found the 
lovely Maid in a melancholy Poſture, lean- 
ing with her Arms upon the Window, 
and gazing at the Moon. His Heart beat 
violently at the Sight ; he was afraid of 
ſhowing himſelf, leſt he thould frighten 
her, and in her Surprize ſhe ſhould cry out ; 
neither was he ſure her Attendant was diſ- 
miſs'd, for the Lights were ſtill burning. 
But Boldneſs being ever a Friend to Love, 
he advanced, and called ſoftly, Mademoi- 
ſelle Louiſa, charming Louiſa, are you alone? 
The Tone of his Voice was ſweet, and 
particularly ſoftned. Lonuiſa only ſtarted, 


but did not ſhriek. In a Minute ſhe ask'd 


him, having preſently known him, When 


did you come? How long have you been 


here ? Have you any Body with you? 
Dear Mademoiſelle, he interrupted her, no : 
She ſaid, all the Houſe is in Bed ; I have 
juſt ſent away my Maid, am all undreft, 


even to my very Night-Gown ; but not 
L 4 being 
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being diſpoſed to go to Bed, nor in the leaft 


fleepy, I thought it was Cruelty to keep 


her up; but I'll call her to bring Lights to 
let you in, and wait upon you to my Lady's 
Chamber. Hold, hold, Mademoifelle, he 


_ eagerly cry'd ; and with that he gave but 
one Jump into the Room, and then another 
to catch her in his Arms. She fell a trem- ' 


bling, and ready to fink as he held her, 


being taken with a Paſſion of Fear and 
Surprize ; ſhe fear d, but ſhe knew not 
what. Hernando, with all the Submiſſion *' 
of a Lover, taught by Nature more than 
Education, fell upon his Knees cloſe to the 
Chair where he had plac'd her: Dear Ma- 
demoiſelle, I muſt beg you to recover your 
Diſorder, what are you apprehenſive of ? ' 
Are you afraid of fo ſubmiſſive a Lover? 
He ſtop'd here to ſee how ſhe would receive 
the Declaration; but her Trembling and 
Fright continuing, he ſaw ſhe was juſt go- 
ing to have a Fit of Swooning. He had 
heard in thoſe Caſes, that the beſt Remedy 
was to lay her at length ; ſo that taking her, 
without Reſiſtance, in his Arms, he carry'd ] 
her to the Bed, and lipping off her Ap 58 
112 

cumſtance would permit, he threw the Bed 

open, laid her in, and cover'd her up very 

handſomely ; then caſt himſelf down upon 

the Bed-clothes, his Face to hers, where he 


Gown, with as much Modeſty as the 


could not reſiſt the Pleaſure of paying him- 


felf in Kiſſes for his Pains. This, and 
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what was done before, recall d the young 
Beauty. She remov'd him gently with her 
Hand, and turning that way, Oh! Sir, ſays 
ſhe, what are you about ? Do you mean to 
Tuine me? I mean to love you, Madam, 
to adore you, to die for you; I mean to 


marry you, if you will make me ſo happy. 


Dreams, anſwer d the Lady, are not you 
marry'd already? Oh, Madam, if you did 


but love me but with a Grain of that Paſ- 


ſion I have for you, it would be more than 
a Dream, it would be Reality ; but that is 
my Misfortune, all I ask of you at preſent 
is, that you will diſmiſs your Fears, for 
upon my Faith and Honour, I engage you 
ſhall have no Occaſion for them: All wild 
as I am, with Extremity of Love and eager 
Deſire, you ſhall command me as you pleaſe. 
I will not fo much as pretend to the Li- 
berty of a Kiſs without your Leave ; let 
me have but one of your fair Hands, that 
I may proteſt upon it my never dying Paſ- 
ſion. 1 have long and deſperately lov'd 
you ; ſmother'd by Pain, I ſhould have dy'd 
rather than have reveal'd my Love to you, 
if that Country-Booby's Pretenſion had not 
alarm'd me, and given me Courage to ſpeak. 
For your Sake I am come hither alone; 
for you only 1 thall return ſolitary and dy- 
ing with Griet, at leaving my better Part 
behind; tis too dangerous a Secret to be 
ſhar'd with any but our ſelves : Upon the 
Road 1 would haye given my Life for this 
; e faix, 
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fair, this ſilent, happy Opportunity; don't 
make it of no Effect, by groundleſs Fears; 


reaſſure your ſelf, Mademoiſelle; baniſh, 


Madam, that treacherous Enemy to Love. 
Oh that you would permit me to give you 
only a Taſte of what I feel ! that you would 
once but admit of ſo much Curioſity in my 
Favour, ſo as to prove but a glimmering 
of that Delight, which mutual Lovers be- 
ſtow upon and receive from one another. 
Here he ſought her Lips, and preſt them ſo 
tenderly, and ſo reſpectfully, that he could 
not fail of inſinuating, by that dangerous 
Contact, ſomething new and tender into 
the Breaſt of the unexperiencd Virgin; he 
| E her ſo artfully, that ſhe conſented 
he ſhould ſtay there till Morning; and be- 
fore they parted, promiſed to hear him a- 
gain upon the Article of Marriage. She 
confeſs'd, ſhe preferr'd him to all Man- 
kind; ſhe wiſh'd he were ſingle, ſhe ſhould 
Never like another ſo well, but her Honour 
and Chaſlity were above her Life. The 
Battery was renew'd againſt that Piece of 


Fortification ; he told her, Iwas only a 


Dream, a Notion that ſcarce any Lady who 
had been ſo happy to love, had any more 


of it than the Pretence; good Management 


and Conduct were Honour and Vertue too; 
he was pleading for nothing criminal; ſhe 
was uningag'd, unmarry'd, and had a def- 
potick Power in favour of any one ſhe had 


a mind to make happy. Then he urg d 
Argu- 
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Arguments innumerable, all to the ſame 
Purpoſe as the Night before, to perſuade 


her to the Lawfulneſs of Poligamy; he 
kound that muſt be the Mine which could 
only blow up her Chaſtity : She liſt ned, ſhe 
enquir'd, and where ſhe doubted, made Ob- 


jections, which, with his Sophiſtry, he im- 


mediately anſwer d; till at length he almoſt 
convinc'd her, that the Law of Nature was 


prior, and ought to take place ; one was or- 
dained by the Gods, the other inſtituted by 
Man, and therefore the firſt was undoubt- 


edly to be preferr d. He begg'd ſhe would 
permit him to ſee her in the ſame Manner 
every Night ; there was no Danger of a 


Diſcovery ; He would pretend the great 


Heats made him deſire to lie alone, and 
have his Bed made in a low Room in the 


other Wing of the Houſe, anſwering to the 
Garden, as that did, by which Means he 


might get out of his own Window, and 


come into hers. | 
When once a young Maid pretends to 
ut her ſelf upon the ſame Foot with a 
over at Argument, ſhe is ſure to be caſt ; 
Lonuiſa had no very ftrong Head; his ſuper- 
ficial Reaſons might quickly take place, 
eſpecially when they were ſeconded by In- 
clination. Unknown to her ſelf the lov'd 
him, elſe all his Attempts would have been 
inſignificant; he ſhew'd her ſhe was a 
Woman at Liberty, had her own Fortune at 
command, and his with Advantage: What 


could 
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could ſhe expect in another Husband, that 
was not to be found in him? Why truly, 
the Opinion of the World; but that not 
being a Part of her Duty, might very well 
be exchanged for thoſe incomparable De- 
lights which are ſeldom or never found in 
mercenary Marriage; and fince ſhe already 
lov'd him, ſhe could contract none with any 
other Man, that would not be crinunal ; 
therefore all they were to fence againſt, was 


9 


leſt their Nuptials ſhould be diſcover'd. It 


was not neceſſary ſhe thould loſe Eſteem, as 
long as ſhe could preſerve it ; but in theſe 
repeated dangerous nightly Converſations, 
Love had arm'd her with Fortitude ; ſhe 
was become bold; as to Opinion, contented 
within her ſelf, that the did nothing againſt 
the Laws of God and Nature, which he had 
taught her it was her Duty to fulfil. ; 
Having, with a World of Pains, fix'd 
this immoveable Principle in her Breaſt, the 


conſented to marry him ; ſhe could admit of | 


Polygamy, but would not hear a Word of 
Concubinage ; whether the Difference be ſo 


material I leave to the Caſuiſts; but the 


Difficulty was, how they ſhould be married 
unknown. Moſco ( Hernando's Brother, much 
about the ſame Pitch in Devotion, and very 

well match'd for their Morals) was engag d 
in a fort of an Amour very like this, only 


his Miſtreſs ſeem'd rather to be the Aggreſ- 


for : He was called to Council, Hernando 
told him, he could not careſs his Wiz = 
| OO. Rites 


Vol. 


Rites o 
ſince it 
time of 
it witl 
Boſom 
deſcend 
he did 
ee, | 
uppoſe 
the Gu 
might ; 
Prieſt, 
cure thi 
tent: B 
himſelf 
was gre 
no wot 
ſick at 
know h 
'This w: 
Hernan 
ſhe ever 
*twas in 
and the 
wt 
know h. 
the Ton 
did not 
a contra 
quite an 
altered 
his Mor 
might v 


. Vor. I. The New Atalantis. 253 


Rites of Love were nauſeous to him; and 


ſince it was a Folly to paſs away that idle 
time of Life without Pleaſure, he had ſought 
it with Eaſe and Safety in Loziſa's ſoft 


Boſom: But becauſe the would not con- 


deſcend to make him happy without a Prieſt, 
he did not know how to procure one that 
would be ſecret. Moſco anſwered, That he 
ſuppoſed, all he pretended to by marrying 
the Girl, was to pleaſe her; and ſince that 


might as well be done by a falſe, as a true 


Prieſt, their beſt Way was, to let him pro- 
cure the Habit, and officiate to their 8 
tent: By that means Hernando ſhould ſcreen 
himſelf from her Perſecutions, when he 
was grown weary of her; as that would be 
no wonder, for he himſelf was grown 
ſick at Heart of young Fara, and did not 
know how in the World to pet rid of her, 
This was applauded as a notable Expedient ; 
Hernando gain'd the Lady by it; and ſhould 
the ever take a fancy to put in her Claim, 
*twas impoflible for her to find the Prieſt, 
and therefore t'would be in vain to pretend 
to it. They only demurr'd, leſt ſhe ſhould 
know him, maugre his Diſguiſe, or ſuſpe&t 
the Tone of his Voice: As to that, they 
did not doubt but the Dreſs, together with 
a contrary colour'd Wig, would make him 
quite another Thing. His Voice ſhould be 
altered with a Bullet, or Plumb-ſtones in 
his Mouth, aud ſpeaking 4 1a Francoiſe, he 
might very well paſs for a Refugee; a Peo- 


ple 
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le that are to be found in Swarms thro all 
Parts of Europe, eſpecially the lands. 
Hernando would not have it deferred, he 
cauſed her to come to Angela upon a flight 
Pretence; his Lady remained in the Coun- 
try; they durſt not ſhare their Secret with 
any other; few of the Servants being in 
Town, and thoſe that were, ſent out of the 
way. After 1 * this pretended Prieſt 
comes upon a Viſit to Hernando; he took 


care there ſhould be but little Light in the ö 


Room; the Ceremony being only to quiet 


the Lady's Conſcience (who thought ſhe did | 


no ill, ſo thoroughly had he wrought her) 
there was no Witneſs requir d; fo married 
they were; the falſe Prieſt received his 
Fee, made his Leg, and bruſhed into a 
Coach that waited for him. 

The new married (I mean the Bridegroom) 
was very impatient to go to Bed, the Lady, 
as dutiful as obliging, did not let him wait 
long; when the Servants were diſpoſed to 
their Reft, he was introduced into her 
Chamber, where he paſſed the guilty Nighr, 
I ſuppoſe, to both their Satisfaction. 

The next Day they returned into the 
Country, but Hernando was too much in 
Love to paſs a Night without the Joys of 
his young Wife; the Invention of the 
Window ſtill held good: But what ſhould 
they do when the Seaſon call'd them to An- 
gela? When they ſhould be forced to aban- 
don that dear Villa? A thouſand bleſt Op- 
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portunities preſented themſelves, which they 
could not find elſewhere ; they loſt none 
of them; the conſcious Walks and Gar- 
dens witneſs d to their Paſſion. Louiſa could 
not enough love a Husband ſo very ami- 
able; ſhe devoted all her Thoughts and 
Wiſhes, her whole Days and Nights, to him; 
the ſame unaccountable Thing which cools 
the Swain, more warms the Nymyh: En- 
joyment (the Death of Love in all Mankind) 
ives Birth to new Fondneſs, and doating 
xtaſies in the Woman ; they begin later, 
with-held by Modeſty, and by a very ill- 
tim'd Oeconomy, take up their Fondneſs 
exactly where their Lover leaves his. 

This was ſufficiently 8 by the young 
Zara, a very pretty Girl, whoſe Mother 
lived in the fame Villa with Hernando, but 
ſo great a Bigot, that Xara had all her Life 
ſeen nothing but their own forbidden Crew 
of Sectaries. Her ſelf was born with gen- 
teel Inclinations, and had ſomething jantie 


in her Mien and Converſation; they did 


nothing but teize her for nor conforming 
her ſelf enough to their Manners. Her For- 
tune was conſiderable for one of her Rank; 
ſhe had ſixteen thouſand Crowns in her own 
Hands, which was more than three times as 


much to Ladies that dreſs, and live in the 
World. Her Father was dead, and ſhe went 
often to Hernando's and his Brother's to con- 
1] - verſe, which were the principal People of 


] the Villa, Moſco, who never ſaw a Wo- 


man 
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man he could not have beſtowed ſome of 


his Favours upon, let her be handſome or 


indifferent, was mightily taken with pretty 
Zara; he had not the Command of Money 
as his elder Brother had; all Things moved 


in a much narrower Sphere than at Her- 
nando's ; his Lady had been his Father's 
Miſtreſs, and his Mother never forgave him 
his Marriage with her; it could be no Diſ- 
advantage to him to have the Command of 
Zara's Fortune: The young Creature took 
a fatal Paſſion for him, which was not in 
her Power to conceal, no not even from his 
Wife. If ſhe were at the Table at Dinner 
with her, and he return d unexpectedly, her 
Sur prize and Joy were uſually ſo great, that 
all the World might read in her Face the 
Diſorder of her Soul. The Lady did not 
love her the leſs for it; ſhe believed her ſick 
of a Diſtemper ſhe could not help ; and did 
not imagine it would ariſe to any guilty 
Commerce between her and her Husband. 
Mean time Zara put all her little Matters 
into Moſco's Hand; he it was that diſ- 
poſed of her Fortune, and made what 
Waſtes or Improvements he ſaw good. 
When ſhe had Affairs at Angela, if he were 
there, ſhe took up her conſtant Reſidence at 
his Houſe; and perpetually put her ſelf in 
the Road where ſhe might meet him. He 
ſaw this Empreſſment, and was not at al] 
diſpleaſed with it; his Soul was as amorous, 
and his Perſon almoſt as handſome, as his 
| Brother's, 
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Brother's. l've already told you their Prin- 
ciples were the ſame, tho' perhaps quite ſo 
much may not be ſaid of his Addreſs and 
natural Parts; however he had a great deal 
of Wit and Attempt ; underſtood very well 
his Buſineſs, but had not the good Fortune 
to be born an elder Brother. 

By the Pretence of Buſineſs, he could of- 


ten ſee Zara at her Mother's Houſe: T hoſe _ 


Opportunities were not loſt ; ſhe was of an 
Opinion that Cohabitation makes a Mar- 


riage ; ſhe would have giventen times her 


Fortune, if ſhe had had it, that Moſco, as he 
ſometimes gave her hopes, would leave his 
Wife and cohabit with her; not that he ever 


intended it, but Men do not uſe to ſay diſ- 


agreeable Things to thoſe that they come to 


be happy with, He could have been very 


well contented if ſhe had loved him ſome- 
thing more diſcreetly, her Fondneſs began 
to be very tireſome to him. She was one 


Day at Dinner at Hernando's, Moſco arrived 


unexpectedly; ſhe was forced to withdraw 
to the Air of the Window in the next Room, 
or the had ſwooned away; tender Lowiſa 
follows to aſſiſt her; ſhe even leaves her 
Dinner to adminiſter what was in her Power 


towards her Recovery; they got together 


into the Garden, where, having no Wit- 
neſſes but themſelves, Zara no longer re- 
ſtrained her ſelf, but gave way to a great 


- Paſſion of Tears: When that was over, 


and Loui ſa had intreated her to let her know 


the 


4 1 
„ 
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the Cauſe of her Afflictions, and aſſured 

her of ſecreſy: She began thus; 8 
Lou ſee here, my dear Louiſa, the moſt loſt 
undone Maid that ever liv'd. I love Mojco 
to that Height, that nothing but his Love 
can ſatisfy me! Alas, that's a Thing impoſſi- 
ble to expect from ſo unconſtant a Perſon! 
Yet has he a thouſand and a thouſand times 
ere me, that his Paſſion was mutual : 

colt him none of thoſe Cares and Troubles, 
by which other Women are brought to ob- 
lige their Lovers, the Work was all done to 
his Hand; 1 even lov'd him before he di- 
ſtinguiſh'd me. I was the Aggreſſor! 1 am 
the Sufferer | How dear am I going to pay 
for thoſe few Moments of Delight 1 have 
paſs'd with him? Thoſe charming Plea- 
ſures are no more! I cannot bear to live 
without him! Doubtleſs, Louiſa, you won 
der to hear me entertain you at this rate; 
but it is not with us, as with you; we think 
mutual Love and Conſent makes a Mar- 
riage; we ſtand not in need of the Prieſt's 
Ceremony ; when once we give our Faith, 
it is inviolable ; it would be a mortal Crime 
to ſwerve from it: And tho Moſco was 
married before, leaving his Wife to co-habit 
with me ( as he has a thouſand Times pro- 
miſed) is Ceremony ſufficient ; all that we 
require to make a Marriage, and render a- 
ra happy. But he's cool'd, his fainting Ar- 
dors retain nothing of their firſt Sweetneſs ! 


he even avoids me ! whilſt I love him to ſuch. 


a tranſ- 
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à tranſporting Height, that I am not Miſ- 
treſs of my ſelf! You ſaw it was not in my 
Power to ſuppreſs thoſe Diſorders his Pre- 
ſence gave me. What muſt all the World 


think of my Folly ? Am not I mad? Tis 


impoſſible I ſhould live under this Diſeaſe 
of Soul! J muſt put an End to all my Un- 
eaſineſs: But alas! that is not to be done 
without putting an End to my Life. 

Louiſa hearing a Story ſo very parallel 


with her own, wept in Conſort ; the was 


afraid of the ſame Inconſtancy, tho' Her- 
nando was ſtill kind and generous. A474 


had Beauty, Youth, and Fortune; yet were 


not theſe any Articles towards her Happi- 
neſs. The 6 

above all Conſideration, how valuable ſo- 
ever; Louiſa's love-ſick Heart was lan- 
guiſhing with the ſame Diſtemper. Zara 
had found out a Confident who loved as much 
as ſhe, and therefore was not like to give 
her any good Advices towards her Recove- 
ry: However, ſhe ſaid and did all that was 
111 her Power to comfort her; ſhe even ad- 


viſed i:>r to abſent her ſelf from Moſco; if 


it were truc that he was really become un- 
kind, a generous Difdain, ought to be her 


Cure ; but probably ſhe might miſtake ; 


Buſineſs, unlucky croſs Affairs, might make 
her miſ-interpret him. Men were not al- 
ways diſpoſed ; Love ſeldom was conſider d 
in them after a time, but as a leiſure Employ- 
ment, an Unbending of the Soul, a Sweet- 

ning 


aprichio of Men carry them 
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ning of Fatigue, and twas Wiſdom in Wo- 
men to give way to thoſe cruel Hours, and 
wait with Patience for the Tender. 

Hernando and Moſco appeared in the ſame 
Walk; Zara begg'd the Favour of Louiſa 


to entertain the former, whilſt ſhe got a 


Moment's Diſcourſe with the other. This 
was a Service no way diſagreeable to her, 
nor Hernando; but was not the ſame with 
Moſco, he would have his Brother not leave 
him to be baited by Zara's Fondneſs. He 
laugh'd, and told him he had much Hurt 


done him indeed, to be ſafe with ſo fair, ſo 


kind, and young a Creature; but now he 
had an Opportunity to entertain Louiſa he 
would not loſe it, let him look to himſelf as 
well as he could. Thus Hernando and his 
Miſtreſs, having both the ſame Deſign, quick- 
ly ſtruck into another Walk, and left that 
to the diſconſolate Zara. She came up to 
her Lover, who enquir d of her Health, and 
what had occaſioned her ſudden Illneſs? As 
if you are a Stranger to it, Sir, ſhe ſaid? 
There are ſome Perſons who ſo wholly pot- 
ſeſs our Souls, that we can't hear their very 
Name without Perturbation! Their Sight, 
uuexpected, influences them as yours did me. 


But what ſhall I ſay? Alas! I give none of 
thoſe Diſorders; if with you all be not calm 
within, it is becauſe Hate, and not Love, 
diſquiets you · Why did you encourage the 
Follies of a Maid who might have been 
was 
in- 


happy had ſhe never ſeen you? Alas 1 
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innocent! I knew none of thoſe Arts, by 
which, I am ſince informed, the Women of 
the World prolong and heighten the Lover's 
Paſhon; 1 thought it was Merit in me to 
love what ſeem'd ſo meritorious. I ſhould 
have believed it a Fault unpardonable to 
have diſſembled my Love. I was bred up 


in the plain Road of Sincerity, my Heart 


- 


correſponds with my Manners ; I know no- 
thing ſo baſe and guilty as Diſſimulation: 
and therefore I ſpeak to you for the laſt time; 


Things are come to ſuch a Height, that I 
can't bear to breathe and not poſſeſs you all, 
] Will you do as you promiſed ? Will you live 


with me? Shall J have that Sanction for 
my Paſſion ? My Fortune may be wholly at 

your diſpoſal. I will even do all that's ne- 
ceſſiry to pleaſe my Mother, in whoſe Pow- 
er it is to double it; the will no longer op- 
poſe my Inclinations, when ſhe finds you 


1 give me that Proof of yours. You have 


ut to cohabit with me to make you Maſter 
of her Eſtate, as well as mine: I am hn 


no new Thing, twas but what your ſelf fir 


propoſed ; the Artifice by march you dow 
roof of my Love, 


that Conceſſion highly Criminal. Perſons 
of our Perſuaſion promiſe nothing but what 
they are ſure to perform; you well know 
their very Word to them is a Law. I was 
never uſed to converſe with Deceivers, there- 
fore you need not wonder I took ſo 12 

| re- 
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Precaution againſt you. Upon the whole, 
if you acquit your ſelf as you ought, there is 


none I would change Conditions with. You | 
have ſcrew'd me by your Delays up to the 

very Height; you muſt now ſtop, or I 1 
break and fall to pieces. To Morrow carries 
yours and your Brother's Family from our 
Villa for the whole Winter. I can't ſupport : 


| 5064 Abſence, unleſs you totally deſtroy my 


opes : Tell me you hate me, that I may 


| ceaſe to love you- Reſtore my Affairs to 
the Poſture they were when [I firſt engaged 


with you; give me back my Writings and 
my Effects; let me ſee that you will have no 
further Correſpondence with me, and Iwill 
endeavour either to be eaſy or die. To this 
long Speech Moſco returned as long an An- 
ſwer, ſtuffed with falſe Aſſurances of Love, 
and Performance of his Promiſe; he would 
but put his affairs in a Poſture not to fear 
his Wife's Anger, and then devote himſelf 
to Zara, Meantime he'd often find Oppor- | 
tunities to ſee her; they were diſcharging : 
their own Lodging, and he would henceforth 
Mr. Wil 


take up his at her Mother's. 
By this time, the other (as fantaſtically 
married) People had join'd them, Zara be- 


came a little leſs ſplenetick ; ſhe ſtaid late 
that Night, becauſe it was the laſt, which 
neither. ee nor Louiſa thank d her for 
in their Hearts, ſince they were apparently 
going for a long time, to take their leaves of 


meeting in the ſame Bed together. 
. 7 | | Lo uiſa 
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Louiſa proved with Child, which alarmed 
them both; ſhe grew apparently big. Her- 
nando bid her not diſquiet her ſelf he would 
take a Houſe for her, and ſhe ſhould be ac- 
2 to none but himſelf for her Con- 

uct. | 

This Lady, undone with Love, conſented 
to the Propoſal ; ſhe valued not the World's 
Opinion, which ſhe was gun to loſe, nor 
being abandoned by all the Good, to ſhut 
her ſelf up in Infamy, to devote herſelf to 
a Paſhon that >offibly might quickly meet 
its Date in too full Poſſeſſion; but ſhe doat- 
ing on to Extremity, found Fame and Ho- 
nour, Riches and Content, in her Lover's 
Arms. Et: 

Mr. Wilmot renewed his Addreſſes; he 
had engaged his Couſin to propoſe him to 
Louiſa for a Lover. She had been much 


| ſurprized at her intended Separation, nor 


could imagine why a young Creature ſhould 
take a Houſe to live alone by her ſelf ; ſhe 


: fancied ſome Myſtery, but far from the right. 
However, reſolving to ſpeak in favour of 
Mr. Wilmot's Paſſion, the came ſoftly and 


unexpectedly to Loxiſa's Chamber, but found 
no Body there; the heard ſome talking in 
the little Dreſſing-Room, which being up- 


on the jar, ſhe ſaw her falſe Husband upon 
his Knees, kiſſing Loiſa's Hand, and heard 


him entreat her, that ſhe would admit him 
to her Chamber when the Houſe was at 
Reſt ; he would pretend to lie alone, and 

tho? 


[4 
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tho there was not the ſame Conveniency 
of Windous as at the Villa, yet ſomething 
ought to be hazarded for ſo great a Happr 
neſs. Louiſa was apparently conſenting, 
when Lady Volpone made a third. You may 
gueſs how acceptable was her Company; ſhe 
loſt her uſual Moderation; Tears, Grief, 
Rage, Reproaches, all that could agitate a 
Wife, ee and convinced. She upbraid- 


ed Louiſa with Breach of Hoſpitality; of vio- | 


lating the Laws of Friendſhip ; ſhe that had 
been as a Mother to her; twas more than 
Adultery, *twas Inceſt, and Paricide ; the 
not only ſednced her Husband, but would 
murther her, ſince it was impoſſible ſhe 
ſhould ſurvive the Loſs of his Affection. 


Hernando would not ſuffer Louiſa to reply, 
leaſt the Eclaciriſſement of the double Mar- 
Tiage ſhould be a double Scandal to him: 
But taking her by the Hand, he bowed to 
his Lady, and told her, his Ward ſhould ' 


wait upon her at another Time, when her 


Temper was better, and ſhe more ſenſible | 
of the Honour ſhe receiv d by ſo deſerving 
a Perſon's Converſation. So leading her 


down Stairs, he went with her into a Coach, 
and diſpoſed her to her Satisfaction, in a 


Friend's Houſe of his, till her own was fit- | 


ted up. 

Throughly convinced of the Doctrine he 
had taught her, That Plurality of Wives 
were lawful; She managed her ſelf no more 
as to the World's Opinion, forſaking that, 
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before it could abandon her. She lay- in at 
er own Houſe, and no longer pretended 

to keep her Commerce with Hernando a Se- 
cret. She conſidered her ſelf as his Wife, 
and perſiſting ſtill in her belov'd Opinion, 
indulged the inchantiug Poiſon, which de- 
ſtroyed her Fame, and intoxicated her Rea- 
ſon. | | 


Mean time the afflicted Zara wrote ſeveral 


Letters to Moſco, to ſummon him to the 
Performance of his Promiſe ; ſhe fatigu'd, 
| ſhe perſecuted him; he heartily with'd any 
favourable Accident would tranſport her to 
a more happy Region ; neither her Height 
of Paſſion, Youth, nor Beauty could reſtore 
loſt Appetite, or prevent a Loathing. She 
perpetually talked of dying, but he knew 
that very few deceaſe of that Diſtemper. 
The Flower of Beaut 
neither the Roſes wo 


illies retained their 


native Colour. Her Dreſs ſhe neglected, 


Diverſions were no more : Sorrow, nay, 
Deſpair, grew her inſeparable Companions z 
all the hop'd and wiſt'd was, that they 
would quickly terminate her Pain. In this 
Manner ſhe entertained thoſe who pretended 
to comfort her. They found her deplora- 
bly Melancholy, but could not divine the 
Cauſe, and vainly ſtrove to divert her, but 
that was beyond their Sphere. She argued 
with her ſelf, that could ſhe ſee him but 


once more, to know his final Reſolution, 


it would determine hers ; to uin Mag 
ten * 0.9 ail 
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Satisfaction, ſhe reſolv'd to write again; but 
whether to move him (by her Submiſſion) to 
compaſſionate her Sufferings, or to threaten 
him into a Compliance; the former Method 
had not been ſucceſsful, therefore, in Words 
that reſemble theſe, the reſolved upon the 
latter, 


IRE D out with Love and Diſdain, ton 
cruel Friend and Husband, I have reſolv d 
to ſuffer no more in private, but will proclaim 
my Woes, and thy Deluſions, even to the Woman 
the World believes thy Me; tho' I only am 
ſuch, and will not fail to make my Claim within 
two Days, at Angela ; if, before that Time be 
expired, thou doſt not comfort and relieve thy 
fel onate and moſt deſpairing 


AMoſeo could by no means reliſh a Viſit of 
that Nature; he raiſed not any great Ideas 
of Delight from ſuch a Scene ; he had too 


much Wiſdom to let it work up to ſo great” ” 


a Height; therefore ſince he ſaw Promiſes 
were no longer Specie, or would any more 

paſs current with Zara, he reſolved to un- 

deceive her, tho' it might poſlibly take her 

Affairs out of his Hands, and with them 

inconvenience his ; yet her Perſecutions 

were more intolerable, and he would be 

at reſt from ſo troubleſome an Amour. I'was 
in vain to with that he had not engaged her 

Jo tar; thoſe are among the Things, * 
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vhen once done, cannot fo eaſily be repair d; 
he took Horſe, and arriv'd the fame Night 
at the Villa. She was all Joy, and new 
Tranſport to ſee him; *rwas as if the had ne- 
ver been in Pain. She told him he muſt lie 
there that Night. He ſaid nothing to con- 
tracit her. They ſupp'd with her Mother, 
who afterwards withdrew to order the Lin- 
nen for his Bed. All the good Nature he 
was Maſter of could not force him to ſhew 
Jenderneſs where he had fo ſtrong an Aver- 
ſion. He ask d himſelf whence it came, that 
a Perſon of her Youth and Charms, with 
all that's endearing in the Sex, Exceſs of 


Truth, and Exceſs of Love, could not in the 
Jeaſt ſway his obdurate Heart to a Return? 


He found the fatal Secret ; he had been happy, 
and that prevented him from being ſtill ſo. 
Satiety and Loathing ſucceeded ; his Reaſon 
could not preſide over his Appetite; he 
could eat no more, however delicate was 


the Banquet, and therefore it muſt be re- 


moved. Twas hard to tell a Lady fo that 


had obliged him, hut it was ten times har- 
der to let her ſuffer in continual Torture, 


Therefore having ſummon'd all his Reſo- 


lution, he ask:d her if they ſhould take a 


walk by the River-ſide ? The Servant was 
above ordering his Bed, but he was afraid 
what he had to ſay would make Zara ſo 


outragious, that the Family would hear her, 


and he (in the firſt Guſt of her Paſſion) be 
expoſed as well as her ſelf. Zara conſented 
ny to 
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to every Thing that was agreeable to him. 
They began their Walk by the pale Glim- 
merings of the Moon, and the agreeable 
Noiſe that aroſe from the gentle Daſhes of 
the Water. Leaning on his Arm, which 
ſhe eagerly preſs d, with the Rapture of a 
Paſhon overjoy d, Thou ſhalt never, my 
Dear, ſays ſhe, forſake me again ; I have 
told my Mother of my Deſign to take you 
for my Husband : We will begin this very 


Night to co-habit together; my Deſpair and 


Melancholy has drawn her at length to con- 
Tent. Do but utterly forgo that Woman 
you call your Wife, and we require no more 
kor making mine (in our Opinion) a law- 
ful Marriage. We are above the little 
Cenſure of others; the Law nor Magiſtrates 
do not frighten us. I make you abſolute 
Maſter of my Fortune, ns ag theſe 
Conditions — My Dear! Why do you 
not ſpeak? Thou art not come here to diſ- 
appoint me: I beſeech you to anſwer me. 
Alas! beautiful Zara, what can I anſwer ? 
Nothing, I fear, but what will be diſagree- 
able to your ExpeQations. You don't know 
the World ; you are ignorant of Mankind : 
*Tis in our Power to marry our ſelves but 
once; this is a fundamental eſtabliſn'd Law, 
as long as that Wife ſhall live. I did not 
doubt but you knew it, and when I firſt 


gain'd the Pleaſures of your Love, ſaid the 


contrary, only to allow your Vertue that 
Pretence for yielding ; but we muſt be both 
| utterly 
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utterly void of common Senſe, to paſs ſuch 
a Marriage upon the World ; me to aban- 
don a Lady by whom I have ſo many Chil- 
dren, and other Benefits, to ruin my own 


Reputation and yours, for an airy Notion, 


by which we make our ſelves obnoxious to 
the Laws, and hated by Mankind. You 
will object the Promiſes I made you; it 
would be much greater Madneſs to keep 
them, neither did I think you ſeriouſly ex- 


pected it; no wiſe Woman reckons upon 


the Performance of thoſe extravagant I hings 


that are ſaid to gain her. Be contented with 


my Love; there's nothing 1 ſhall omit to 
pleaſe you; I will loſe no Opportunity to 
entertain you with my Paſſion, provided 
ou are diſcreet, and do not expoſe us both. 

e was going on, when Zara, not able to 
hear any more, ſunk upon her Knees, and 
catching hold of his Coat with both her 


Hands, interrupted him thus, Kull me upon 


the Inſtant ; 1 have ſomething more than 
the Pains of Death upon me ; whatſoever 
are called the Pains of Hell and Damnation, 
feel yet more: Words cannot expreſs them! 


O! if ever you intend to meet Mercy (as 


certainly you'll one Day ſtand in need of it) 
have Mercy upon me, a Creature undone 
by Love (agonized by Palhon) tortured by 
Deſpair ! Kill me, or comply with my Re» 


queſt. I ſhall never live, I cannot live to 
ſiee another Day: Fity me; pity the loſt, the 


expuing Zara] Zara, who adores you; 
| M 3 | A. in, 
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Zara, enchanted by your too powerful Ma- 
gick ; Zara, that even now dies, and can 
live no more without ſome Kindneſs. Here 
her Sobs choak d her Words. He ſtriving to 
get looſe from her, ſhe graſping to retain 
him; Spleen joined his Averſion; he faw 
he could not bring her to Reaſon, and there- 
fore, ſince they muſt quarrel, the Breach 
nad beſt be made in the open Fields, where 
no Body could hear them. He would take 
the Pretence, and break from her, never to 
be plagu'd with her Importunity again, You 
would do well, Madam, fays he, aiming to 
anlock her Hands, to leave me in Peace, 
and go home to compoſe your Brain, by 
Sleep. You happen to he amorous, and 
fantaſtically mad, and 1 muſt be the Sufferer. 
True, you have obliged me; I promiſed to 
make a Marriage after your Faſhion, by Co- 
| Habitation : I do not think fit to perform 
it ; what of that? Are you the firſt Wo- 
man that has gone upon a wrong Principle? 
My Family and Reputation are not to be 
ſtaked for Trifles: Be more moderate, or 
aſſure your ſelf Il never, from this Inſtant, 


ſee you more. Here he threw abroad her 


Hands, and broke from her; ſhe fell her 
length upon the Ground, then getting up 
28 Fa as ſhe could, ſtrove to follow him, 
but he was at too great a Diſtance, Revenge 
and Deſpair work'd her up to the Height 
of Lunacy : She tore off her Hoed, her Coif, 
her Gown that hung looſely about her, 
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trampling it under Foot, and calling after 
him, Turn, turn but a Moment ; turn (ſhe 
cry'd) and ſee what Love and Rage can do; 
return and behold what Zara can perform! 
Frantick, loſt to Hope and Love, loſt to 
Life : Rvin, Deſpair, Deſtruction, Death, 
eternal Miſery, overtake me! Heaven, Earth, 
and Hell revenge me ! Heaven, Earth, and 
Hell are conſcious of my Wrongs ! I devote 
my ſelf to eternal Miſery, in view of re- 
turning in the moſt affrighting Form to 
haunt this Barbarian; Let me mingle among 
all the Traytor's Pleaſures ; let him attain 
to no Honours but what may be blaſted by 
the Remembrance of Zara; let him re- 
proach himſelf ; may the World for ever 
reproach him; let me, a Ghoſt, purſue the 
Traitor with never-ending Reproaches, 
Receive me, oh hoſpitable Flood ! into thy 
cold Boſom ; receive a devoted Wretch, 
whoſe Flame thy Waters can only quench — 
Here ſhe flounc'd, with all her Strength, 
into the River, to the laſt Moment per- 
fiſting in a Defire of ſpeedy Death. She 
held her Breath, and was immediately ſtifled, 
without ſwallowing any of the Water. *Tis 
very much a Queſtion if he did not hear 
the Fall of the Body ; 1 not believing 
a Woman's Love could work her to ſuch a 
prodigious Height of Frenzy and Reſent- 
ment, he had made the beſt of his way to 
his Lodging; or take it for granted, that 
he both ſufpected and heard her Deſtiny, it 

1 WA 
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was ſcarce ſafe for him to return, unleſs he 
could have propoſed to have flung himſelf 
in after, ſoon enough to ſave her Life, 
which the Conſequences aſſures us had been 
impoſſible; for the was ſtifled in a Minute, 
even before a Gulp of Water could be 
ſwallowed. 

Next Morning the Body was found down 
the River, where the Stream had carried it, 
and Moſco upon the Road in his Return to 
Angela. The Fact hath been thus reported 
by many of his Friends, without finding 
Credit, becauſe the World oftner condemns 
than acquits. Her's have advanced, That 
he had the Improvement of her Fortune in 
his Hands, which amounted to a conſider- 
able Sum, and which was not known to any 
but themſelves : That his Affairs would not 
then permit him to reſtore it; which if ſhe 
had lived, and they had become Enemies, 
he muſt have done; therefore to appropri- 
ate her Wealth, and rid himſelf of a trou- 
bleſome Amour, in Conjunction with two 
more of his Friends, they had firſt ſtrangled 
her, and then thrown her Body into the 
River. | 

But, be it as it will, we cannot ſee a 
ſwifter Piece of divine Vengeance than in 
the Puniſhment that here on Earth befel 
Zara, for beſtowing her guilty Affections 
upon a Perſon married to another. 

By this time Leuiſa had two Children: 
Nor can ſhe be called much more happy 
| man 
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than Zara; for tho' ſhe did not ſurvive her 
Lover's Kindneſs, ſhe ſuffered by it : Nei- 
ther her Charms, nor the Obligations ſhe 
had laid upon him, could confine him 
wholly to her Arms. He got but an ill 
Preſent among ſome of his Women, which, 
perhaps not knowing himſelf tainted, he 
imparted to both his Wives. The firſt (re- 
cover as ſhe could) was not to be made ac- 
quainted with it; her Temper would never 
ſuffer her to live eaſy with him afterwards. 
But for Louiſa, all Remedies were vainly 
applied, ſhe was Heart-broken at his Incon- 
ſtancy; and tho' by her Brotier's Death ſhe 
was become a conſiderable Heireſs, yet her 
Melancholy would ſuffer her to take no Plea- 
ſure in Life. Not that ſhe ever had any 
Remorſe for abandoning her ſelf to a mar- 
ried Man, becauſe Polygamy was an unſha- 


ken Article of her Faith: But in her Taſte 


of Love ſhe was nice and delicate ; for as 
ſhe had wholly devoted her Heart and Per- 


ſon to him, ſhe believed his, both by Me- 


Tit, and by Promiſe, were wholly due to 
her; but having received fo fatal a Proof 
of his wandering from both, the took it to 
heart, which joining to an ill Habit of Bo- 


dy, carried her from this Life, a Martyr of 


that Paſſion to which ſhe had been devoted; 
perſiſting to the laſt Moment in an Opi- 


nion, that, in Regard to Hernando, ſhe had 


done nothing but her Duty. 
His 
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His firft Lady, ignorant of her Diftemper, 


yet longer ſurvived : But when it was 
come to a Criſis, and that Death was ap- 
parent, he ſeem'd to attone for all his for- 
mer Irregularities by an exact Behaviour. 
One would have thought that he had been 
inconſolably afflicted; he ſaw no Company 
but in her Chamber ; he received that lit- 
tle Suſtinence that was abſolutely neceſſary 
for Life, by her Bed-ſide. Whether he re- 
ally had, or only ſeem'd to have Remorſe, 


he ſaid and did all Things that were neceſ- ; 


ſary to approve himſelf a tender Husband; 
and departed not from that Behaviour till 
Her Death moſt obligingly ſet him free, 
and left him at full liberty to purſue, with- 
out Controul, his Amours and his Ambi= 
tion. 


2 Theſe two Brothers, renown'd for their | 


Aſcendancy over the Ladies, have this in 
their Character, That they only deſire to 


be heard: In their Tongue there is ſuch 


Deluſion, that it is impoſſible for any Wo- 
man they attempt, not to be inchanted and 
undone by them. | 

Hernando made a Truce with Love, and 
applied himſelf more cloſely to Buſineſs : 

e paſt all the Preferments of the Long 
Robe, till he had attain d to the greateſt. 
When once Grand Preſident, by an infinite 
Natural Capacity, and but a ſuperficial 
Knowledge of the Laws, he acquitted bim- 


ſelf with Applauſe. That Lady who laſt 


left 
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left the Prado (though but an inconſider- 
able Fortune) he married amidſt all his 
Grandour ; the Charms of her Wit and 
Converſation attach'd him to her. She had 
the good Fortune to fix, as well-as to ſur- 


vive this wandering Star; though it muſt 


be own'd, That there are Follies like ſome 
Stains, which wear out of themſelves, among 
which, Love is generally reckoned to be one. 
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